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SURGEON GENERAL'S WARNING: Smoking 
, By Pregnant Women May Result in Fetal 
Injury, Premature Birth, And Low Birth Weight. 
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EDITOR'S NOTE 


HEN LAST SEEN, WARREN 

Moon was walking out of 

Buffalo's Rich Stadium a beaten 
man, having been on the losing end of the 
biggest collapse in the history of the NFL. 
The Houston Oilers ran out to a 28-3 half- 
time lead against the Bills in an AFC wild- 
card game, thanks to four Moon touch- 
down passes, then extended the margin to 
35-3 early in the 
second half—before 
the Houston sec- 
ondary inexplicably 
forgot how to cover 
receivers. Result: a 
41-38 Buffalo win, 
which represents 
the biggest come- 
back in league his- 
tory. It also meant 
more misery in the 
life of Houston's vet- 
eran quarterback. 
Moon’s mind cer- 
tainly had to flash 
back to the ’91 play- 
offs, when the 
Oilers blew a 21-6 
lead at Denver and 
lost to John Elway 
and the Broncos in 
the final seconds 
26-24. 

However, in Brad Buchholz’s profile, 
which begins on page 60, you'll see that 
coping with tragedy and disappointment 
is old hat to Moon, who grew up on the 
hardened streets of L.A., an eyewitness to 
the 1965 Watts riots. 

Though Moon was a star high school 
quarterback, no big-name school recruit- 
ed him as a quarterback. He finally con- 
vinced the University of Washington to 
take a chance on him, but although Moon 
was named Pac-8 player of the year as a 
senior, nothing he did seemed good 
enough for Huskies fans, who had a hard 
time accepting the idea of a black quar- 
terback and who subjected Moon to racial 
taunts when he struggled. Then Moon, 
quarterback of the Rose Bowl champions, 
went undrafted by the NFL and spent six 
years in exile in the Canadian Football 
League. 

For quite some time, Buchholz, a 
senior writer for INSIDE Sports, for the 
past several years, had discussed with me 


6 


Win or lose, Moon exhibits — 
nothing but class on the field. 


the idea of doing a piece on Moon—for 
personal as well as professional reasons. 

“Warren and I have several things in 
common,” says Buchholz, who also has 
written in-depth profiles on such athletes 
as Rod Strickland and Darren Daulton for 
LS. “We're both the same age, we both 
grew up in the L.A. area, and we now live 
in the Houston area. It was a nice tie-in. 

“IT remember the 
[’65] riots in L.A., 
though I saw them 
from a different 
perspective than 
Moon. | grew up in 
the San Fernando 
Valley, but my par- 
ents are from the 
Huntington Park 
and Compton sec- 
tions of Los An- 
geles, which is 
where Warren is 
from. We clicked 
because he knew 
that I understood 
what his world was 
all about. I don’t 
want it to sound 
like a cliché, but I 
was bowled over 
by the man’s drive. 
He’s competing in 
a world inside himself that nobody else 
can relate to. Despite his cool exterior, 
there is something inside of Warren 
Moon that really boils.” 

One of those things burning inside of 
Moon is his desire to compete. He suf- 
fered a late-season injury in "92 that left 
his playoff status in question, but those 
close to Moon knew all along he would be 
ready to play against Buffalo. It’s unfortu- 
nate that on the field Warren Moon is 
best remembered as the quarterback of a 
team that chokes in the playoffs. In reali- 
ty, the most impressive thing about Moon 
is how he has handled not only the 
defeats on the field, but the adversity he 
has faced in his life. 
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Coverdale/Page—Shake My 
Tree; Easy Does It; Waiting On 


You; Pride And Joy; plus 
others. (Geffen) 


Guns N’ Roses— 
Appetite For Destruction 
(Geffen) & 359°984 


Arrested Development 
—Unplugged 


piugg 
(Chrysalis) 457°895 


Midnight Oil—Earth 
And Sun And Moon 
(Columbia) 458*620 


Boston 

(Epic) 269°209 

Yes—Yesstory (ATCO) 
446211/396218 

Allman Brothers Band 

—A Decade Of Hits 196- 

79 (Polydor 430¢439 


The Byrds—20 Essential 
Tracks 1965/1990 


Rod Stewart—Down- 
town Train/Selections 
From Storyteller 
Anthology (Warmer 
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Rush—Chronicles (Mer- 
Cury) 423*780/393*785 


Eric Clapton—Time 
Pieces ( ahaa An 


David Sots Chater 
bowie (Rykodisc) 
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(Columbia) 326°629 
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Charlie Daniels Band 
—All-Time Grt. 


Hits (Epic) 456*608 


Tracy Lawrence—Alibis 


(Atlantic) 


Duran Duran 
(Capitol) 


456°558 


455*550 


Judas Priest—Metal 


Works '73-'93(Columbia) 
459412/399410 


Black Sabbath—We 

Sold Our Soul For Rock 

'N' Roll (Warmer Bros.) 
404632 


Eyrivie Skynyrd— 
Skynyrd’s Innyrds/Grt. 
Hits (MCA) 381*129 


Grateful Dead-Skel- 
etons From The Closet 


(Wamer Bros.) 378406 


Roy Orbison—The All- 
Time Hits, Vols. 1 & 2 
(CSP) 3779945 


The Who—Who's 
Better, Who's Best 
(MCA) 376°657 


Fleetwood Mac—Gri. 
Hits (Warmer Bros.) 
375*782 


Journey’s Greatest 
Hits (Columbia) 375*279 


Steppenwolf—16 Gri. 
Hits (MCA) 372°425 


Marvin Gaye's Grt. Hits 
(Motown) 367°565 


Grand Funk Railroad 
—Grand Funk Hits 
(Capitol) 359828 


Best Of The Doors (EI- 
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Traffic—The Low Spark 
Of High Heeled Boys 
(Island) 351924 


Aretha Franklin—30 
Greatest Hits (Atlantic) 
350°793/390°799 


CLASSIC ROCK 


Van Halen—Van Halen 
Live: Right Here, Right 
Now (Wamer Bros.) 


454°470/394*478 


Belly—Star 
(Sire/Reprise) 454*199 


House Of Pain (Tommy 
Boy) (edited) 4539373 


Clannad—Anam 
(Atlantic) 458513 


Van Morrison— 
Moondance (Wamer 
Bros.) 34 


The Beach Boys—Made 


In The U.S.A. (Capitol) 
346°445 


Bad Com 
6 (Atlantic 


ny-—10 From 
3419313 


Jethro Tull—Original 


Masters (Chrysalis) 
340°315 


The Cars Greatest Hits 


(Elektra) 


The Four Tops 
Anthology (Motown) 
336°065/396°069 


339°903 


The Best Of Kansas ® 


(CBS Assoc.) 3279742 


Joe Cocker’s Grt. Hits 


(A&M) 320¢911 


Motown’'s 25 #1 Hits 


From 25 Years (Mo- 


town) 319°996/399+998 


Creedence Clearwater 
Revival—Chronicle—20 


Grt. Hits Fantasy) ‘ 


Alice Cooper's Grt. 
Hits (Wamer Bros.) 
291°476 


James Taylor's Grt. 


Hits (Wamer Bros.) 
291*302 


Best Of The Doobies 


(Wamer Bros.) 291°278 


PAUL McCARTNEY 


Off The Ground. Paul's latest is 
Looking For Changes; Peace In 
The Neighbourhood; The Lovers 
That Never Were; | Owe It All To 


You; more. (Capitol) 


459°784 


All The Best. The best indeed! 


— for here’s No More Lonely 
Nights; Band On The Run; Jet; 
Live And Let Die; Another Day; 
many more. (Capitol) 459°776 
Tripping The Live Fantastic: 
Highlights! Let /t Be; Eleanor 
Rigby; Hey Jude; Birthday; 


Sgt. Peppers...; 


Back In The 


U.S.S.R.; etc. (Capitol) 417477 


Luther Vandross— 
Never Let Me Go 
(Epic) 457°176 


ZZ Top—Eliminator 
(Wamer Bros.) 319°624 
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Bob Marley & The 
Wailers—Legend (Tuff 
Gong/Isiand) 3379857 


Billy Joel®—Grt.Hits, 


Vols.1 & 2 (Columbia) 
336°396/396+390 


Shai—lf | Ever Fall In 
Love (Gasoline Alley/ 
MC 


A) 453*324 
AC/DC—Live (ATCO) 
453*217 
“Aladdin” —Orig. 


Sndtrk. (Walt Disney 
Records) 453°167 
4 Non Blondes—Bigger 
Better Faster More 
(Interscope) 458*042 


John Lennon Collec- 


tion (Capito!) 405*308 


Steve Miller Band—Gri. 
Hits 1974-78 (Capitol) 
290°171 


Eagles-Gn. Hits, 1971- 
75 (Asylum) 287°003 


Eagles—Hote! Califor- 


nia (Asylum) 286948 
poate oat ks 
unning mp 
(Asylum) 26-864 
Van Halen (Wamer 
Bros.) 286°807 


Meat Loaf—Bat Out Of 
Hell (Epic) 279°133 


Peter Frampton— 
Frampton Comes Alive! 


(A&M) 262°311/392°316 


Santana's Grt. Hits 
(Columbia) 244°459 


Janis Joplin’s Grt. Hits 
(Columbia) 231°670 


Simon & Garfunkel's 


Greatest Hits 


(Columbia) 219°477 


SNOW—12 Inches Of 
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Yanni—in My Time 


(Private Music) 458018 


The Moody Blues—A 
Night At Red Rocks 
(Polydor) 457218 


Blues Traveler—Save 
His Soul (A&M) 4579085 


Joe Sample—invitation 
(Warner Bros.) 456°905 


U2—The Joshua Tree 


(Island) 354*449 


R.E.M.—Automatic For 
The People (Warner 
Bros.) 448522 


See 
Details. 


Wreckx-N-Effect—Hard 
Or Smooth (Future/ 
MCA) & 


448°118 


Stone Temple Pilots— 
Core (Atlantic) 453°043 


Bon Jovi—Keep The 
Faith (Jambco/Mercury) 
451°310 


Neil Young—Harvest 
Moon (Reprise) 450304 


Sade—Love Deluxe 
(Epic) 449°439 


George Strait—Pure 
Country (MCA) 448*753 


Lords Of The 
Underground—Here 
Come The Lords 
(Pendulum) 456*822 


Lee Ritenour—Wes 
Bound (GRP) 456°756 


Sammy Kershaw— 
Haunted Heart 
(Mercury) 456*541 


Levert—For Real Tho’ 
(Atlantic) 455*840 


Poison—Native Tongue 
(Capitol) 454926 


Dinosaur Jr.—Where 
You Been (Wamer 
Bros./Sire) 454°496 


Earl Klugh Trio— 
Sounds And Visions 


(Warner Bros.) 454488 


Denis Leary—No Cure 
For Cancer (A&M) & 


454*397 
Living Colour—Stain 
(Epic) 454*330 


Dolly Parton—Slow 
Dancing With The Moon 
(Columbia) 454*264 


Yellowjackets—Like A 


River(GRP) 4549165 


Kirk Whalum—Cache 


(Columbia) 453¢928 


Wynton Marsalis—Citi 


Movement (Columbia) 
453*910/393°918 


Willie Nelson—Across 


The Borderline 


(Columbia) 453837 


This Time. His very latest includes Pocket Of A 
Clown; A Thousand Miles From Nowhere; 

Wild Ride; many more. (Reprise) 
if There Was A Way. Nothing’s 
You're The One; plus more. (Reprise) 414°243 


Just Lookin’ For A Hit. Greatest Hits: / Got You; 
Honky Tonk Man; etc. (Reprise) 


Guitars, Cadillacs, Etc., Etc. /t Won't Hurt: Rin 
Of Fire; I'll Be Gone; others. (Reprise) 


456+913 
s Changed Here; 


389718 


344-614 


Best Of The Georgia 
Satellites—Let It Rock 
(Elektra) 453*530 


Christopher Williams— 
Changes (Uptown/MCA) 
453*480 


Lemonheads—it's A 
Shame About Ray 
(Atlantic) 453*100 


Reba McEntire—'t's 
Your Call (MCA)450361 


Tanya Tucker—Can't 
Run From Yourself 
(Liberty) 449°728 


Phil Collins—Serious 
Hits...Live (Atlantic) 
448 


Genesis—We Can't 
Dance (Atlantic) 448936 


Vince Gill—| Still 
Believe In You (MCA) 
448°571 


Nine Inch Nails— 
Broken (Interscope) 
448*548 


10,000 Maniacs—Our 
Time In Eden (Elektra) 
448*530 
Gloria Estefan—Grt. Hits 
(Epic) 448506 


Red Hot Chili 
Peppers—What Hits? 
(EMI) 448*209 


Silk—Lose Control 
(Keia/Elektra) 453¢415 


The Police—Eve 
Breath You Take—The 
Singles (A&M) 348318 


he Mode—Songs of 
Faith And Devotion. / Fee/ 
You; Higher Love; %. At 
Reprise 6°780 


fare Cline—Grt. Hits 
(MCA) 365*924 


George Michael—Faith 
(Columbia) 362°228 


Foreigner—The Very 
Best... And Beyond 
(Atlantic) 447*524 


Alan Jackson—A Lot 
About Livin’ (And A Little 
‘Bout Love) (Arista) 

447 


Patty Smyth 

(MCA) 446°773 
Talking Heads— 
Popular Favorites 1976- 
1992 (Sire/Warner 
Bros.) 445°841/395*848 


Travis Tritt— 
T-R-O-U-B-L-E 
(Warmer Bros.) 445°767 


Regina Belle—Passion 
(Columbia) 445°619 


Bobby Brown—Bobby 
(MCA) 445*403 


Ugly Kid Joe— 
America's Least Wanted 
(Mercury) 4459379 


Mary J. Blige—What's 
The 411? (Uptown/ 
MCA) 445°197 


The Fabulous 

Thunderbirds—Gn. Hits 

(Epic/Associated) 
445*098 


Sting—Ten Summoner's 
Tales (A&M) 4549561 


INXS—Welcome To 
Wherever You Are 
(Atlantic) 445°023 


“Honeymoon In 

Vegas” —Orig. Sndtrk. 

(Epic/Soundtrax) 
444919 


George Thorogood 
And The Destroyers— 
The Baddest Of The 
Bad (Hits) (EMI) 444505 


Megadeth—Countdown 
To Extinction (Capitol) 
444°489 


Barbra Streisand— 
Highlights From “Just 
For The Record” 
(Columbia) 4449372 


Dream Theater— 
Images And Words 


(ATCO) 442848 
Temple Of The ae 
(A&M) 442°780 


“Boomerang”—Orig. 
Sndtrk. (LaFace) 
442°335 


John Michael 

Montgomery—Life's A 

Dance (Atlantic) 453*746 

Portrait 

(Capitol) 453°720 

Billy Dean—Fire In The 

(Liberty/SBK) 

453*563 


Tom Petty—Full Moon 
Fever(MCA) 3829184 


Bonnie Raitt—Nick Of 
Time (Capitol) 381°087 


(i Contains explicit lyrics which may be objectionable to some members. 
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Brooks & Dun n—Hard 
Workin’ Man. Title Cut: 
We'll Burn That Bridge; more. 


L.L. Cool J—14 Shots To The 
Dome. Stand By Your Man; Funk- 
adelic Relic; more. (Def Jam/ 


"The Body 


Columbia) 


Garth Brooks—The 


Chase (Liberty) 446746 
Alice In Chains—Dirt 
(Columbia) 445°833 


Guns N’ Roses—Use 
Your Illusion | (Geffen) 
| 4420087 


Guns N' Roses—Use 
Your Illusion Il (Geffen) 
442+038 


Mariah Carey—MTV 
Unplugged (Columbia) 
41*790 


Mark aaatee 
Longnecks And Short 
Stories (MCA) 440487 


Neil Diamond—The 

Grit. Hits 1966-92 

(Columbia) 
439°778/399¢774 


“Singles” Orig. Snatrk. 
(Epic/Soundtrax) 
439604 


Confederate Railroad 
(Atlantic) 439¢158 


22 Top—Gn. Hits 
(Wamer Bros.) 438010 


Wynonna Judd— 
Wynonna (MCA/Curb) 
435*909 


Tom Cochrane—Mad 
Mad World (Capitol) 
435585 


k.d. lang—Ingenue 
(Wamer Bros./Sire) 
435*404 


456°525 


(Arista) 


Soul Asylum—Grave 
Dancers Union 
(Columbia) 445510 


Michael Bolton— 
Timeless (The Classics) 
(Columbia) 445494 


Enya—Shepherd Moons 


(Reprise) 4319718 
U2—Achtung Baby 
(Island) 4319213 


Naughty By Nature 


(Tommy Boy) E429«993 


AEROSMITH 


454025 


Elton John—The One 


(MCA) 4420772 


Nirvana—Nevermind 
(DGC) 442-0. 


Brooks & Dunn—Brand 
New Man (Arista) 
429969 


Bryan Adams—Waking 


Up The Neighbours 
(A&M) 429 


Motley Crie—Decade 


Of Decadence '81-"91 
(Elektra) 429316 


Get A Grip. Thair newest album is their first ever 
to hit No.1 in Billboard! In addition to tithe cut: 
Livin' On The Edge; Eat The Rich; Walk On 
Down; Cryin’; Fever; Shut Up And Dance; plus 


more (Geffen) 
Pump. F/.N.E; Love in An Elevator; Janie's Got 
A Gun; Young Lust; etc. (Geffen) 368009 
Permanent Vacation. Dude (Looks Like A 
Lady); Angel; Rag Doll: I'm Down; more 


458075 


gquard”"—Orig. "Eric Clapton—Unplugged. Spin Doctors—Pocket Full Of 
Sndtrk. | Will Always Love Tears In Heaven; Layla; Hey Kryptonite. Two Princes; Little 
You; I'm epi d Woman; and Hey; and many more. (Reprise/ Miss Can't Be Wrong; aie (Epic 
many more. (Arista) 448159 Duck) 446187 Associated) 428*482 
Billy Ray Cyrus—Some Arrested Development Chris lsaak—San Van Halen—For Unlaw- 


Gave All (Me te et 


Mary Chapin Carpenter 
—Come On, Come On 
(Columbia) 440560 


Stevie Ray Vaughan & 
poy ae ar a ag 
y Is ing (Epic 
ry ise 420258 
Toad The Wet 
mel one ree 
olumbia) 428466 


Red Hot Chili Peppers 
—Blood Sugar Sex 
Magik (Wamer Bros.) 

| 428367 


Ozzy Osbourne—No 
More Tears (Epic/ 
Associated) _428*128 


Barry White—Grt. Hits 
(Casablanca) 428102 


Areal pee st (D 

Apocalypse @ 

Jam/Columbia) & 
428-003 


Vanessa Williams— 


The Comfort Zone — 
(Wing) 426510 
Boyz ll Men—Cooley- 
highharmony (Motown) 


—3 Years, 5 Months & 2 
Days (Chrysalis) 
436204 


Pearl Jam—Ten (Epic/ 


Associated) 426433 


Francisco Days 
(Reprise) 456996 
Frank Sinatra—The 


Capitol Collector's 
Series (Capitol) 421+651 


DANCE BEAT 


(SBK) 4389184 
eee. Trent D'Arby 


hony Or Fl 
(Cola bia) 


PM Dawn—The = 


424754 J— 


Amy Grant—Heart In 
Motion (A&M) 424457 


Bonnie Raitt—Luck Of 


Madonna—Erotica 
ib al LE i 
edited) 459555 


Jade—To The Max 


Prince And The New 

Power Generation 

(Paisley Park) (edited) 
448514 


En Vogue—Funky Divas 


(eastwest) 435750 


Kris Kross—Totally 

Krossed Out 

(Rutthouse/Columbia) 
435*743 


TLC—Ooooooohhnh... 


(LaFace) 4346621 


Michael Jackson— 
Dangerous (Epic) 
e920 


Paula Abdul—Spell- 
bound (Virgin) 420+257 


ful Carmal Knowledge 
(Warner Bros.) 420°273 
F.E.M.—Out Of Time 
(Warner Bros.) 417«923 


Peter Gabriel—Shaking 
The Tree (Geffen) 
415968 


Paul Simon—The 
Rhythm Of The Saints 
(Warner Bros.) 4129809 


Garth Brooks—No 
Fences (Libarty)411*587 


Jane's Addiction— 
Ritual Oe Lo Habitual 
(Warner Bros.) 407098 


Duran Duran—Decade 
(Capitol) 401*869 


The Best Of Luther 
Vandross (Epic) 
400+473/390+476 


Michael Jackson— 
Thriller (Epic) 318089 


AC/DC—Back In Black 
(Atlantic) 


305045 


C & C Music Factory— 
Gonna Make You Sweat 
(Columbia) 416933 


Madonna—The 
Immaculate Collection 
(Wamer Breele) ae 


Janet eas 


(Getfen) 


399075 


The Draw (Capitol) 
423°18 


5 (Giant/Reprise) 453068 AeM Nation 1814 A 


Kenny G—Breathless 
(Arista) 44691 


Selections with two numbers count as two selections—write each number in a separate box. 


TCOLUMB MBIA HO USE, 1400 N. Fruitridge Ave., P.O. Box 1130, Terre Haute, IN 47811-1130 


T | PREFER CDs—enroll me in the Club under the terms outlined here. | am enclosing check or mon 
order for $1.86 (that's 1¢ for my first 8 CDs, plus $1.85 for shipping and handling). | agree to buy 6 CDs, 
ll at regular Club prices, in the next three years—and may cancel membership anytime after doing so. 


HERE’S HOW TO GET 8 CDs FOR 1¢... 

® Just mail the coupon with check or money order for $1.86 (that's 1¢ for your 
8 CDs, plus $1.85 to cover shipping and handling). 

® You agree to buy just six more selections in the next three years, at regular Club 
prices currently $12.98 to $16.98 — and you may cancel membership at any time 
after doing so. (A shipping and handling charge will be added to each shipment.) 
* Free Music Magazine sent every four weeks (up to 13 times a year), 
describing the Regular Selection for your listening interest, plus hundreds of 
altemates. And Special Selection mailings up to six times a year (total of up to 
19 buying opportunities). 

# Buy only what you want! If you want the Regular or Special Selection, do 
nothing—tt will be sent automatically. If you'd prefer an altemate selection, or 
none at all, just mail the response card always provided by the date specified. 


® You always have 10 days to decide; if not, you may retum the Selection at our 


and I'm entitled 


| 
i! Bonus Offer: also send this CD now; 
to this CD FREE! 


I've enclosed an additional $6.95. 10. ‘ 

| PREFER CASSETTES for which | am enclosing check or money order for $1.86 (that's 1¢ for my first 

12 cassettes, plus $1.85 shipping and handling). Please enroll me under the terms outlined. | agree to buy 
expense. 8 selections, at regular Club prices, in the next 3 years—and may cence membership anytime after doing so. 
e New “Buy More — Pay Less” Bonus Plan. If you continue your : 
membership after fulfilling your obligation, you'll be eligible for our money-saving 
bonus plan. It lets you get a single CD for as little as $3.99 (or a single cassette 
free) for each CD you buy at regular Club price. 

® 10-Day Risk-Free Trial. We'll send details of the Club's operation with your 
introductory package. If not satisfied, return everything within 10 days for a full 
refund and no further obligation. ia 

® Extra Bonus Offer: you may take one additional CD right now at the super- of $3.98. | then need 

low price of only $6.95—and you are then entitled to take an extra CD as a ; mide Greed of Bh at regular Club p es 
bonus, FREE! And you'll receive your discounted CD and your bonus CD with , in the next 3 years. 

your 8 introductory selections—10 CDs in alll! a 


Send me 
i these 12 


cassettes 
Also send my first selection for up to a 60% 
discount for which | am bere Lenenny additional 


This discount purchase also entitles me to 
these 2 extra cassettes FREE! 


mY MAIN L| Hard Rock [| Soft Rock ) Alternative _] Light Sounds 
HOW TO GET 12 CASSETTES FOR 1¢... | MUSICAL Van Halen, ‘Michael Bolton, Depeche Mode, Neil Diamond, 
e Just write in the numbers of the 12 cassettes you want and mail the J 'NTERESTIS besa sk et eee sit mus . oe 
coupon, together with a check or money order for $1.86 (that's 1¢ for your 12 gy (check one) []Heavy Metal () R&B/Soul L Easy Listening (| Dance oe 
cassettes, plus $1.85 to cover shipping and handling). 1 But you are always tage 2 ef? Naas, doa grt Sate Music Factory, 
* You agree to buy just eight more selections in the next three years, at regular 9 ree chet AEE | RASS ATIL | EPOE TPE fir teil aoa 
Club prices (currently $7.98 to $10.98, plus shipping and handling}—and you & 4" “ategory. L) Rap: L.L. Cool J, Naughty By Nature () Jazz  ([)Country () Classical" 
may cancel membership at any time after doing so. — - = 
® Buy one—get one free Bonus Plan. If you continue your membership after Io Mr. 
fulfilling your obligation, you'll be eligible for our generous bonus plan. It lets you J} 0 Mrs.— a Age ——___. 
get one cassette free for every one you buy at regular Club price (shipping and g — Miss Print First Name Initieal Last Name 
handling will be added). Otherwise, the Club operates as described above. I ada Act 
¢ 2 More Cassettes FREE. Choose your first selection now for only $3.98 phate P 


(that's up to 60% off regular Club prices}—and your membership obligation is 
immediately reduced: you then need buy only 7 more (instead of 8) in three Ic 
years! AND this discount purchase also entitles you to 2 extra cassettes FREE. | 
50 you can get 15 cassettes for less than the price of one! j 
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elt lication is missing, l Mote: raserve the nighi to reject any application of cancel any membership. These offers 
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At Last, Second 
to None 


SAN FRANCISCO 
49ers quarterback 
Steve Young and | 
have talked about 
everything from Jeru- 
salem to Merlin 
Olsen. We've analyzed 
the 49ers pass rush 
, Ze, and the offensive line, 
= compared last year’s 
squad with this year’s lineup, and talked 
about how you keep your arm strong in the 
offseason. We've agreed that sometimes it's 
good to do absolutely nothing with your 
spare time, and that, in the end, hard work 
is the only thing that brings success. 

We've talked about television, about the 
intricacies of Barcelona and London in 
August, about Bill Walsh, about the Bible. 
We've talked a little basketball, and we've 
dug deep into how different people deal 
with critics. Jerry Rice takes up much of 
our discussion, as does a bunch of young 
upstarts called the Dallas Cowboys. We 
talk about Vince Lombardi and even the 
Beatles. After all this, I look down at my 
notes (such as they are) and in the middle, 
I've written only one word: “Montana.” 

What does Young have to do to get rid of 
the story that won't go away? “It doesn't 
matter,” he says with a resigned tone of 
voice. “Either way, I can’t control it. I'll 
answer the questions when they’re asked, 
but you know, Pat, it’s got a life of its own 
now—and that’s fine, too.” In other words, 
you can do all you want in the City by the 
Bay, but the biggest cloud hovering over 
Candlestick will always be Joe Montana. 

Or will it? I think about this and jot down 
some ways Young might change his situ- 
ation. (1) Divert the press by dating 
Madonna. (2) Become the Giants’ cleanup 
hitter. (8) Succeed as the Giants’ cleanup 
hitter. (4) Change his college affiliation to 
Notre Dame. (5) Change Eddie DeBartolo 
Jr's to Brigham Young. (6) Quit football and 
open a coffee shop down South and call it 
L.A. Expresso. (7) Ship Joe Montana to 
someplace like Kansas City. (8) Win a cou- 
ple of Super Bowls. 

Well, at least two of them work. And 
since Joe's already gone to the land of 
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By PAT O'BRIEN 


artificial turf, perhaps the artificial fans of 
San Francisco can begin to focus on the 
prize: winning those Super Bowls. Right 
now, their best chance is with a guy named 
Steve Young. You remember him—the 
most valuable player in the league. 

“Yeah, I think we can do it,” the NFL's 
reigning MVP says. “I don’t think we 
played our best football last year in the 
championship game against Dallas, and it’s 
been a bitter pill we've had to swallow, But 
were going to have a great season. We 
have to. We have to reclaim our confer- 
ence. We have to take it away from Dallas.” 

“Have to” are the key words here. In San 
Francisco, where they remember four 
Super Bowls with Montana’s 
name written all over them— 
well, let’s just say they’re 
unforgiving. In short, 49ers 
fans will like Young when he 
brings them another trophy. 
And another. And another... 

Of course, the keys to that 
will be not only Young, who 
quite frankly is capable of 
getting it done, but Rice, who 
lists Montana as one of his 
personal favorites. Rumors 
have surfaced that suggest 
Rice doesn’t like life without 
Joe, that he only tolerates 
Steve, and that you shouldn't 
invite them to a buddies-only 
party. Is there anything to the 
whispers? 

“Nothing,” Young says. “I 
think I've finally shown that 
with me in there his produc- 
tivity is at or above what it’s 
always been. I think what 
Jerry wants is productivity: If 
he’s not dominating the 
league, there's got to be a reason. But if he 
looks at the numbers, he knows and I know 
it's not a big deal. All the hype [about this 
relationship] has been flushed out.” 

Let’s pause and think about this for a 
moment. This is the MVP of the National 
Football League here, the best player in 
the league, answering questions about a 
quarterback who hasn't played but one 
game in two years and responding to alle- 
gations about his relationship with a wide 
receiver who—thanks in part to Young’s 
strong left arm—is still an All-Pro. Young 
may love to run, but he still gets the ball to 
the right guys, and they know it. But then 


again, Joe used to...and remember the 
time... It never stops. 

“Ive got a really hard shell now,” Young 
says with a shrug. “I take things in stride 
more than ever. I mean, you get thick skin. 
Five or six years ago the littlest things 
would have gotten to me, but not now.” 

In the 60s, when the Beatles were domi- 
nating everything, I kind of felt sorry for 
the other groups who just couldn't quite 
shake playing second fiddle to them. So I 
go out on a limb and compare Young to the 
Dave Clark Five, who were No. 2 for a 
while behind the Beatles. 

“I know what you're saying,” Young says, 
“but that’s the perception here. If I was 


= Ob) 
FORTY Wiil— 


Young and nemesis: Shadow-boxing by the Bay. 


doing this in Green Bay they would pave 
the streets. Since Lombardi owns Green 
Bay they wouldn't name the town after me, 
but maybe the next town over. But if you're 
gonna compare me to the Dave Clark 
Five"—he's laughing now—‘“I’m not going 
to say I’m better than the Dave Clark Five. 
I don't care. It just doesn’t bother me. In the 
past, it would have. Now, it’s kind of fun.” 

That's because, with Montana gone away, 
Young knows he's No. 1, even though he'll 
always be No. 2. m 


PAT O'BRIEN 's introspective looks at sports 
personalities appear monthly, 
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The Diamond Engagement Ring. How else could two months’ salary last foréver? 
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Call the Jewelers of America at 1-800-497-1480 for a free4@& guide to a diamonds quality and value. 
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PRO & CON 


Should college athletes be paid? 


When Dr. Cecil Mackey was president of 
Yes Michigan State University, he stated: “Some- 
ing to protect the student-athlete’s interests. We are not looking 
out for the student’s economic, psychological, or family interests. 
We are simply not addressing the realities of the world we live in. 
The system is so unyielding that it cannot work. Something has 
got to change.” Even Walter Byers, who was the NCAA executive 
director for 36 years, admitted: “Time and circumstances have 
passed the entire system of intercollegiate athletics by. The 
management structure has become bureaucratic and unrespon- 
sible. I include the NCAA in that. 

“The present scholarship compensation cap is no longer fair 
to the athlete and is legally indefensible. I think there’s an inher- 
ent conflict that has to be resolved.” 

As Rick Telander of Sports Illustrated pointed out, “There is 

| not anything new 
about the unfair- 
ness and phoni- 
ness of ama- 
teurism in college 
sports.” As far 
back as 1915, 
essayist William 
Foster wrote in 
The Atlantic Monthiy, “Only childlike innocence or willful blind- 
ness need prevent American colleges from seeing that the rules 
that aim to maintain athletics on what is called an ‘amateur’ 
basis, by forbidding players to receive pay in money, are worse 
than useless because, while failing to prevent men from playing 
for pay, they breed deceit and hypocrisy.” 

It's fairly simple: The NCAA has had an abysmal history of 
legislating against human dignity. 

Finally, a breath of fresh air appeared upon the scene six 
years ago when Dick Schultz, a former college coach and col- 
lege athletic director and a man with good common sense and 
sensitivity, was appointed as the new NCAA executive director. 
Then, after an independent investigator concluded that some 
small loans were improperly made to athletes at the University 
of Virginia while Schultz was the athletic director there, he was 
gone, as quick as we could say “Shazam.” This was a huge loss 
for college athletes and college athletics. 

Jim Litke of The Associated Press summed up the tons of stu- 
pid rules when he wrote: “The chances of sinning under NCAA 
bylaws are almost endless. The way the rules are written and 
being enforced right now, a big kid on an elementary school bas- 
ketball team coached by Mother Teresa would need luck and a 
few tactical lapses of memory to survive an investigation, and 
it’s getting harder to tell the good guys from the bad.” 

Is there an answer? Yes, there is only one: Start all over again. 
The superpowers should form their own organization and 
instead of tons of ludicrous rules, make sure Rule 1 and all the 
other rules are simple, fair, and will not breed any more deceit 
and hypocrisy. @ 


DALE BROWN 
has compiled a 
403-233 record— 


and two Final Four 
trips—in his 21 

=< years as LSU’s 
basketball coach. 


thing is wrong. It is obvious we are not look-— 


| team, we ought to 


In the Big Ten we have 22 programs—l11 football 
No and 11 basketball—to produce revenue for 7,000 

amateur athletes in 235 sports. If you have 105 
players on your football team, where does paying all these athletes 
begin and end? You can't select players from teams that are suc- 
cessful in a commercial sense and bestow some kind of benefit on 
them without doing it for everybody else. Under federal law we 
have the responsibility to be equitable to both men and women. 

If the kids want to be paid, they ought to go out and test the 
pro market. There are minor leagues in baseball and football, 
opportunities in basketball here and abroad. Shaquille O'Neal 
made $40 million in Orlando. He probably contributed a great 
deal to LSU’s revenue productivity—but he didn’t have to go to 


_ college. He probably could have turned pro after high school. No 


one is required to pursue an education. And if student-athletes 
don't get what they want after negotiating with a pro sports 
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allow them to 
return to intercol- 
legiate athletic 
competition. 

We have a hard 
time making ends 
meet as it Is. Big 
Ten schools are in 
as good a financial situation as any schools in the country, but 
nearly all of our revenue is produced by two sports: football and 
basketball. The myth is that colleges have enough money to 
provide more than scholarships for their athletes; the fact is 
that, unlike us, most schools—nearly 250 out of 300 in Division 
I—are paying their way from general institutional funds. In 
effect, at most NCAA institutions, intercollegiate athletics is 
competing with academic interests for general fund dollars. 

In other words, if you were to pay athletes, you'd be taking 
money from the library to give to them. Our attitude is any rev- 
enues generated, regardless of the sport, are the property of the 
institution. That money should be used to provide opportunities 
for men and women in all of the other sports. 

The rub is that there are few programs that generate a lot of 
money, but the current system is not set up to pay just those ath- 
letes on those teams. These athletes aren't being exploited; 
they're playing for a team in exchange for a free education. 
There's no question that commercialism butts up against the 
primary mission of the school, but the fact is, if you had to pay 
your athletes, 85% to 90% of all collegiate sports would shut 
down. Only a handful would be able to survive. 

some argue that college athletes should be unionized, but 
organized labor in a college setting, where the institution is 
sponsoring the sport, doesn’t make sense. Our schools would go 
out of the intercollegiate athletics business before they would 
ever recognize paying players. If a college athlete is playing for 
a revenue-producing sport, that money is the property of the 
university, and as long as the university is using money to pro- 
vide more opportunity, I don’t have a problem. = 


JIM DELANY } , 
became the fifth > f | 
commissioner of 5 

the Big Ten 
Conference in 
1989. 
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NEW OLD SPICE’ HIGH ENDURANCE HAS A STRONGER ODOR FIGHTING FORMULA 
THAT HANGS IN LONGER THAN ANY OTHER LEADING 
DEODORANT STICK, 

TRY NEW HIGH ENDURANCE. WE’LL DO MORE 
THAN PROMISE YOU THE BEST ODOR PROTECTION, 


WE’LL PROVE IT. 
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Foul Is 
Fair in 
lilinois 


BASEBALL FANS AT WRIGLEY 
Field or Comiskey Park should pay 
especially close attention to the 
action on the diamond next time 
they go to a game, because a new 
law in Illinois limits their rights to 
compensation for any injuries they 
receive from batted balls or flying 
bats. The Baseball Facility Liability 
Act of 1992, which eliminates most 
lawsuits by spectators who are hit 
by a ball or bat, applies to all base- 
ball stadiums in the state, from the 
Little League level up. 

Owners and operators of ball- 
parks in Illinois are now free to 
install any size screening they 
wish behind home plate, because 
fans no longer can point to 
insufficient screening as a cause 
of their injuries. According to 
White Sox executive vice presi- 
dent Howard Pizer, the new law is 
the first of its kind in the country, 
It halts a recent trend in court 
cases that has tended to expand 
the rights of baseball spectators 
who sustain injuries at the game. 

Historically, fans were thought 
to have “assumed the risk” of 
injury at the stadium when they 
bought a ticket, and cases against 


almost always were tossed out of 


court. But in 1981 the New York | 
Court of Appeals, the highest | 


court in the state, found that the 


operator of a high school ballpark | 
was required to provide screening | 


for the area behind home plate, 
and that a jury could decide what 
size screening was sufficient. 

The Facility Liability Act was 
precipitated by fears that Illinois 


courts were about render the 


“assumption of risk” doctrine 
obsolete. The impetus came from 
an appellate court ruling in May 
1992 in a case involving the White 


Sox. In 1986 Blanca Coronel, who | 


was attending her first game at 
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Caution: Fans in Wrigley Field go after fly balls at their own risk. 


old Comiskey Park, was seated 
approximately three seats away 
from the screen. Coronel glanced 
away from the game during the 
6th inning to grab a handful of 
popcorn, and at that precise 
moment she was struck by a line- 
drive foul, which broke her jaw. 
The court was unimpressed 
with the “assumption of risk” 
arguments put forth by the White 
Sox and, noting that the old 
Comiskey Park had one of the 


teams or parks for damages | | 


Cold Cash for 
Hot Columns 


Bm © YOU'RE LOOKING FOR 

& a career in sports but you 

don’t want to be on televi- 

sion? Sportswriting is always an 

option, though it isn't nearly as 
lucrative as sportscasting. 

The New York Daily News’ 
| Mike Lupica, considered by 
many to be the best sportswriter 
| in the country, takes home 
$300,000, barely what a mid-level 
sportscaster on cable makes. 
| The average salary for a sports- 


smallest screens in the majors, 
instead ruled that a jury properly 
could consider whether the 
screening was sufficient. It also 
permitted the jury to decide 
whether the White Sox, by print- 
ing a cautionary notice on ticket 
stubs and flashing a message on 
the scoreboard asking fans to be 
alert, had warned Coronel ade- 
quately of the dangers of foul balls 
or inadvertently thrown bats. 
Finding that food vendors and the 


writer, roughly 
$50,000, actual- 
ly has risen in 
recent years 
because of com- 
petition  be- 
tween newspa- 


| The highest-paid sportswriters in the country: 
Mike Lupica, New York Daily News ...........$300,000 
Mitch Albom, Detroit Free Press .....0.000s0000++0250,000 


consumption of the food 
were likely to distract 
baseball fans from the 
action on the field, the 
Illinois court refused to 
throw the case out. 

The White Sox applied 
all of their clout to push 
the Facility Liability Act 
through the Illinois gen- 
eral assembly and obtain 
Gov. Jim Edgar's signa- 
ture in the course of a 
few months. According to 
Pizer and former state 
Sen. William Marovitz, 
who sponsored the bill in 
the Illinois Senate, the 
Cubs, along with several 
amateur and = school 
sports associations, also 
strongly supported the 
legislation. Objections 
were raised by the [Ili- 
nois Trial Lawyers Asso- 
ciation, which wanted to 
preserve the rights of 
fans to sue for deliberately harm- 
ful conduct, such as when a player 
throws a bat into the stands out of 
anger or frustration, but after a 
minor language change the legis- 
lation sailed through quickly. As 
Roger McAuliffe, the House spon- 
sor of the bill, put it, “The reason 
it happened is that somebody got 
hurt at a White Sox game.” 

McAuliffe argues that the legis- 
lation “merely changed the law 
back” to its status before the 


STEVE GREEN 


pers for the 
best writers. 
Lupica, Mitch 
Albom of the 
Detroit Free 


Press, and Blackie Sherrod of The 
Dallas Morning News all were 
given raises by their papers to 
keep them in the fold. 

Though the newspaper busi- 
ness doesn't pay as well as the 
TV game, writers have a key 
advantage: Broadcasters use 


Tony Kornheiser, Washington Post ......00000 25,000 
Thomas Boswell, Washington Post ......c00000 120,000 
Sally Jenkins, Sports [llustrated.......0.000+ 115,000 
Christine Brennan, Washington Post .....0.000. | 


them as “expert commentators.” 
These days many top writers— 
including Lupica, Tony Korn- 
heiser of The Washington Post, 
and Will McDonough of The 
Boston Globe—supplement their 
income with television or radio 
contracts.—Liz Comte 
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ESCA 


INTRODUCING OLD SPICE SENSITIVE. 
A REFRESHING ESCAPE FROM ALCOHOL BURN. 


SENSATES ARE IN. NEW OLD SPICE SENSITIVE! 


REPLACES THE BURNING ALCOHOL 
STING OF AFTERSHAVES 


WITH A NEW KIND OF COOL. 


REFRESHING, INVIGORATING TO GO WITH THAT CRISP, 
CLEAN SCENT. 

IT’S PROOF THAT AFTERSHAVE DOESN’T HAVE TO HURT TO 
WORK. TRY NEW ALCOHOL-FREE OLD SPICE SENSITIVE. 

AND TAKE THE HEAT OUT OF AFTERSHAVE. 


Coronel case. Marovitz, a promi- 
nent Chicago attorney, maintains 
that “everybody who goes to the 
ballpark will now know in ad- 
vance” that they are assuming the 
risk of being struck by a bat or 
ball. But the [llinois law leaves 
most fans injured as a result of 
inadequate stadium screening 
with almost no options. If similar 
laws are enacted across the coun- 
try, the result for baseball fans 
will be greater risk each time 
they buy a ticket.—Linda |. Cohen 


Take 2,000 J’s 
and Call Him in 
the Morning 


WE'VE SEEN SHAQUILLE O’NEAL 
dunk, seen him rebound, seen him 
block shots. We've even heard him 
rap. But for the most part, we 
haven't seen Shaq shoot. Don't 
worry, though—Buzz Braman is 
working on it. 

Who's he? He's a guy who once 
sank 738 straight free throws on a 
whim and once went 246 for 250 
from the college three-point line 
as part of a job interview, He's a 
nephew of Philadelphia Eagles 
owner Norman Braman. Most 
important, he’s a former high 
school star and ex-car salesman 
who had a revelation one day 
while he lay in a hospital bed with 
a ruptured disk in his back. 
Graman realized his life’s calling 


was as a shooting coach—a job | 


that, unfortunately for him, didn't 
exist at the time. Undaunted, he 
walked away from a comfortable 
career helping to run his uncle’s 
many auto dealerships to become 
a shot doctor. 

Braman was one of the greatest 
high school shooters ever in the 
Washington, D.C. area and later 
played at East Carolina. By the 
time he had his revelation in 1987, 
though, Graman was 31 years old 
and hadn't picked up a basketball 
in eight years. 

What to do? Simple. Braman 
started to shoot 500 to 1,000 shots 
a day. “I knew that to get some- 
one’s attention I'd have to shoot 
the lights out,” he says. 

Once he got the touch back, 


Braman became a veritable travel- | 
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ing sideshow. He showed up at the | 


Philadelphia 76ers rookie camp 
and sank those 246 college trevs 
in 250 tries, a staggering .984 
accuracy rate. He went on TNT 
during the NBA's All-Star Week- 
end and beat Larry Bird's score in 
the Long-Distance Shootout. 
However, all he had to show for 
his efforts were a few letters of 
recommendation from NBA exec- 
utives. Braman, who had devel- 
oped a disdain for the poor shoot- 
ing fundamentals he saw rampant 
in the league, felt like he was 
offering an umbrella to people 


—~who would rather stand in the 


rain. And after two years without 


a job, he was out about $100,000. 


44 


Finally, though, then-Sixers coach 
Jim Lynam accepted an umbrella. 
At Lynam's urging, the 76ers hired 


Braman as shooting coach for the | 


1989-90 season. 
Braman stayed with Philadel- 


phia for three years before strik- | 


ing out on his own, and then he hit 
the mother lode when O’Neal, 
after some serious courting, 
decided to entrust Braman with 
his jump shot. Working with 
O'Neal's release may seem a bit 


Oh, To Be in 
His Shoes 


| HE NEXT TIME YOU SEE 
Duke Blue Devils coach 


Mike Krzyzewski, take a 
| look at his multimillion-dollar feet. 
- Thanks to a 15-year contract with 

Nike that will pay him approxi- 
mately $400,000 a year, “Coach K” 
has the most valuable feet in all of 
college basketball. 

Krzyzewski used to wear 
Adidas, but Nike offered him a 
$1 million signing bonus that 
Adidas refused to match. Why 
did Nike promise Krzyzewski 
nearly 56 million, plus an option 
on 200,000 shares of stock, just 
to wear the company’s shoes? 
One reason: sales. 

It’s no secret that high-profile 
college basketball teams are 
great vehicles for selling shoes. 
“The players wear them, the kids 
wear them,” says Michael Bell, 
executive vice president of 


| ample, Nike wants 


like tinkering with the small arms 
on an aircraft carrier, but Braman 
doesnt think so. His goals are to 
make Shaq less of a liability from 
the line and to enlarge his arsenal 
of shots beyond the dunks he 
relies on so heavily now. “We're 
trying to develop an offensive 
game,” Braman says. “A jump 
hook, a turnaround, a Patrick 
Ewing-type baseline jumper.” 
After Braman worked with 
O'Neal early in the "92-93 season, 
the Magic hired him to work with 
the rest of the team as well. He's 
also got a shooting academy in 


Orlando, where you can polish | 


your jumper for $45 an hour. 
Clearly, Braman’s got a hot 
hand.—Ed Miller 


Bring Back the 
Broad Street 
Bullies 

AT FIRST GLANCE, MARK TOPAZ 


hardly looks like an expert on vio- 


Converse, another of Nike's 
major competitors. “The teams 
help us convey the message that 
we make performance products.” 


Of course, NCAA rules prohib- | 
it payments to amateur athletes, | 


so the shoe companies get 
around the rule by signing the 
coaches. Some coaches of small- 
er schools just get 
shoes and a few T- 
shirts; others, such 
as Krzyzewski, get 
a hefty cash pay- 
ment. In return, the 
shoe company gets 
exposure. For ex- 


to get into the uni- 
form business, and 
it will use the Blue 
Devils as a starting 
point; as part of his contract, 
Krzyzewski will dress his team 


in Nike warm-up suits, uniforms, 


and shoes. 

Krzyzewski’s deal with Nike 
may be the most lucrative one 
for a college coach, but it isn’t 
unique. Of the 64 teams that par- 
ticipated in the 1993 NCAA 


Mike Krzyrzewski 


lence. Yet the unassuming 35-year- 
old Brooklyn College graduate has 
emerged as the ultimate archivist 
of hockey fighting. 

As publisher and editor of The 
Aggressive Hockey Report, Topaz is 
the leading proponent of a violent 
brand of hockey that has become 
a turn-off for the new breed of 
fans and progressive NHL own- 
ers. Unfazed, Topaz crusades as 
hard in favor of fighting as Wayne 
Gretzky does against it. What's 
more, TAHR, now in its third year 
of operation, boasts a subscrip- 
tion list of more than 400 readers 
throughout Canada and the United 
States. “Fanatics subscribe to our 
magazine,” says Topaz. “We have 
your hardcore people who sub- 
scribe because this is the first 
time that anyone has catered to 
[their] particular tastes. Is what 
we do a little tongue-in-cheek? 
Put it this way: I don’t think we 
take it as seriously as some of the 
people who read us.” 

Topaz, who also works as a 
sports graphics coordinator for 
SportsChannel and other TV com- 
panies, got into the hockey fight 
game in 1969. Those were the 


Tournament, Nike shod 24, 
including Nevada-Las Vegas, 
Seton Hall, Temple, Georgia 
Tech, and Michigan. Georgetown 
coach John Thompson not only 
outfits his Hoyas in the shoes 
but sits on the Nike board of 
directors. 

Converse also has its share of 
big-name clients. 
Three of the Final 
Four teams in last 
year's tournament— 
North Carolina, 
Kansas, and Ken- | 
tucky—wore Con- 
verse. Tar Heels | 
coach Dean Smith, 
Jayhawks coach 
Roy Williams, and 
Rick Pitino of the 
Wildcats all have 
contracts with the company. 

And it’s net just men these 
companies are after. Converse 
also outfitted the Vanderbilt 
Commodores, the Texas Tech 
Lady Raiders, and the Ohio State 
Buckeyes, all of whom appeared 
in the women’s Division I Final 
Four—2L.C. 


TOE DON NAN 
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Topaz's favorite fighters of recent eras: 
= Late 1960s-early '70s: Orland Kurtenbach, John Ferguson, Ted 

Harris, Wayne Cashman, Jerry Korab. 
me Mid-’70s: Dave Schultz, Bob (Battleship) Kelly, Dan Maloney, 


Behn Wilson. 


e Late "70s: Bob Nystrom, Clark Gillies, Behn Wilson, Nick Fotiu. 
= Early "80s: Dave Semenko, Dave Brown, Tim Hunter, Jay Miller. 
= Late '80s to present: Bob Probert, Joe Kocur, Troy Crowder, Ken 


Baumgartner. 


Baumgartner vs. McSorely: Now that’s hockey! 


more primitive days of the NHL, when bench- 
clearing brawls were de rigueur and sluggers 
such as Randy Holt of the Washington Capitals 
roamed the ice looking for action. “Holt was 
my idol because he was always exciting and 
was the one guy who had the guts—when 
Philadelphia had the toughest team in the 
NHL—to stand up to them,” says Topaz. “Even 
though Randy didn’t have backing most of the 
time, he'd go in there and give it to them the 
way they gave it to everyone else.” 

Players like Holt are featured in TAHKR 
because Topaz and his readers have a soft spot 
for the Dave Schultzes and Lou Fontinatos of 
yesteryear. “Every issue we take a look at a 
particular incident, game, or series and give 
the background and go into detail as to what 
occurred,” Topaz says. “We have ‘Letters to the 
Editor’ and ‘Ask Dr. Fight; where people can 
write in with any question they need answered 
on the subject.” 

Not surprisingly, Topaz takes a dim view of 


the toned-down game of the ‘90s. “Do you real- | 


ly think hockey fans 
want a fancy-skating 
game? No way. They 
want hard-hitting, 
ageressive hockey.” 
According Lo 
‘Topaz’s ratings, Bob 
Probert has been the 
reigning heavyweight 


champion of the 
NHL over the past 
decade. With that in 
mind, he thought it 
only appropriate to 
feature a profile of 
the Red Wings 
blaster in TAHR. 

“We thought we were going to do 
an interview with him,” Topaz recalls. 
“Tt was all set, but when we went back 
to do it he said he didn’t want to talk 
if it was going to be about fighting. 
Hey, I’m sorry, but there are only two 
reasons to talk to Bob Probert: No. 1, 
his problems with drugs, and No, 2, 
fighting. That’s it. What did he 
think—we wanted to talk to him 
about his Bobby Orr-like moves, his 
Jean Beliveau-like passing ability? I 
mean, cmon.” 

Topaz contends that hockey fight- 
ing is not nearly as bad as it’s made 
out to be in the media. He also makes 
a keen distinction between an 
enforcer and a goon. 

“Someone who goes out and fights 
fair and square, drops his gloves, pro- 
tects his team, and looks out for his 
teammates is an enforcer,” Topaz 
says. “A goon is someone who will 
whack at people with his stick, who 
will cheapshot people, who won't drop 
his gloves, who—if he fights—will 
hide behind a shield so that you can’t hit him. 
To me, that’s a goon—guys like Ulf 
Samuelsson, Dale Hunter, Keith Acton, who 
give cheap shots and don't get into a fight 
unless they know it’s someone they can take, 
Then they hang on for dear life.” 

Topaz gets fighting mad when he contem- 
plates how the NHL has moved away from the 
frontier spirit of yesteryear. He points out that 
traditionally tough clubs such as the Chicago 
Blackhawks and Philadelphia Flyers are 
among the league's most successful franchises 
at the gate. 

“The NHL should be promoting violence the 
way the NFL did with the Purple People 
Eaters and the Fearsome Foursome,” Topaz 
says. “If the NHL would stop trying to cater to | 
these media wimps and look at what sells tick- 
ets, it would sell the game that way, also. If the 
league keeps getting softer it will turn off the 
old-time fans. Eventually, there'll be a big 
dropoff in attendance if the NHL doesn't watch 
out.”"—Stan Fischler 


BRUCE BENNETT 


Topaz says two fights stand out in his mind above all others: 

w Garry Howatt vs. Darryl Sittler: “They fought for two minutes and 
wound up slugging it out on their knees.” 

= Dave Semenko vs. Tim Hunter: “Semenko landed the first 10 or 12 


punches, and then Hunter came back after Semenko tired and land- 
ed 19 unanswered punches. After the linesmen came up, Semenko 
dropped Hunter with a sucker punch, touching off a brawl.” 
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By BOB RUBIN 


NBC’s Rent-a-Coach 


A COACH IS NOW 
da broadcaster, In 
May NBC wona 


spirited bidding war with 
CBS for the services of 
former Chicago Bears 
coach Mike Ditka. The 
network will feature him 
prominently in the studio 
as part of its pro football 
pregame show, “NFL 
Live,” and also use him on 
golf telecasts. A few days 
after landing Ditka, NBC 
made it two straight over 
CBS by signing former 
Washington Redskins 
coach Joe Gibbs as a 
game analyst. 

Both announcements 
further solidified NBC's 
standing as a halfway 
house for ex-coaches be- 
tween jobs. With their 
exemplary track records, 
Ditka and Gibbs certain- 
ly will be highly sought 
by the pros; look for their 
names to be mentioned 
every time an NFL coach bites the dust. 

Pat Riley, Bill Walsh, and Bill Parcells 
all did stints at NBC before returning to 
coaching. Mike Fratello’s name came up 
in connection with every NBA coaching 
vacancy. And after Bobby Beathard 
resigned as GM of the Redskins, he 
stopped in for a year before taking over 
the San Diego Chargers. 

some have criticized NBC’s rent-a- 
coach approach, but network executive 
producer Terry O’Neil defends it as being 
in the best interest of viewers. “We ask 
ourselves, even if it’s for as short a time 
as one year, will our viewers be well 
served by having Mike Ditka and Joe 
Gibbs on the air?” O'Neil says. “We think 
they will. We look back on the work of 
Bill Parcells, who was here for two years, 
and Bill Walsh, who was here for three, 


20 


Ditka easily could jump ship the way Walsh and Parcells did 
but NBC's willing to risk tt to get the most current insights. 


and ask, ‘Was it a good thing, or bad?’ We 
think it was good. 

“As long as these guys are diligent, 
don’t pull any punches, and don't come 
with a set agenda to return to the game, 
we think they’re great assets. By 
definition, if a guy is on top of his game 
he's going to be attractive to owners and 
GMs, but the alternative is to hire people 
who have no contemporary feel or touch.” 

But Walsh and Parcells are back on the 
sidelines, and it’s distinctly possible that 
Gibbs and even Ditka—despite his 
protestations—will be again, too. Doesn't 
NBC sacrifice continuity with its ever- 
changing lineups? 

“Whatever we lose there we gain in 
contemporary knowledge and freshness,” 
O’Neil says. “The fact is, Mike Ditka can 
come into the studio and say, ‘When we 
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played Dallas last year, 
here’s what we did to 
take away the sprint 
draw to Emmitt Smith’ A 
guy who has been out of 
the game for 10 years 
can't bring that element 
to your telecast.” 

Ditka appears to be a 
natural on TV. When he 
coached the Bears, his 
Sunday morning pre- 
game show was the high- 
est-rated program in 
Chicago in its time slot. 
He worked the Super 
Bowl pregame show for 
CBS in 1989 and for NBC 
last January and got 
raves, O'Neil promises 
“NFL Live” will be “tai- 
lored to Mike's strengths 
and, in many ways, 
revolve around him.” 

And what does O’Neil 
see as Ditka’s strengths? 
“Steve McMichael has 
said ‘Mike Ditka is the 
NFL, Tough physically 
and emotionally, he’s the very embodi- 
ment of the game. And he’s one of the last 
great American characters, well beyond 
sports in his recognizability and appeal. 


| That's where having him in the studio will 


be an advantage over him being the dis- 
embodied voice of an analyst. 

“I’m not saying he couldn't do analysis. 
I have no doubt he'd be terrific at it. But 
you'd lose the on-camera presence, the 
eyes, the haircut, the gestures.” 

On the sidelines, the eyes would some- 
times roll wildly, the gestures on occasion 
threaten life and limb. Isn’t cool and ana- 
lytical playing against type for Ditka? 

“It would be if we wanted him to be 
cool and analytical,” O’Neil says, “but we 
want him to be himself. We had a re- 


| hearsal before the Super Bowl pregame 


show, and Mike was a little flat. [After- 
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Come Sunday 

afternoon, you'd 

think our engi- 
neers would be practicing their drives out on the golf 
course. The fact ts, a lot of them have chosen a different 
type of driving. They're deep in the pits of a Ford race 
team, learning what it takes to make a car excel under 
pressure. So come Monday morning, we can turn that 
firsthand knowledge into the best Ford cars and trucks 


for the street. That's why we race. 
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Ever wonder what it would be 
like to watch a football game 
and be able to instantly access 
the statistics you want, when 
you want them, instead of 
depending on broadcasters to 

- provide you with information? 
Someday you will. With 
Interactive TV technology, view- 
ers someday will be able to call 
up, on demand, all sorts of per- 
tinent statistics: numbers from 
the game in progress, a particu- 
lar players career totals vs. an 
opponent, or stats for the all- 
time record holders. You'll 

have all the information at your 
fingertips. Stats on demand... 
it's in your future. 
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ward] I told him, “We don’t want you try- 
ing to imitate every bad sportscaster 
you've ever seen. We want you to be Mike 
Ditka’ He said, ‘Don't worry about it. I’m 
going to come out swinging tomorrow. 


| And he did. He was great. 


“One thing about him is that he has 
always been unpredictable. His watchabil- 
ity is heightened because you never know 
quite what to expect from him. We have 
to keep giving him the proper stimuli to 
get him to react. That’s our responsibility 
on the production end.” 

Ditka knows expectations are high, and 
he isn’t intimidated. The idea of Mike 
Ditka being intimidated by anything is 
laughable. “I believe after 33 years in the 
game, I have a fair amount of knowledge 
and can bring viewers a realistic and hon- 
est opinion,” he says. “I’m not there to cut 
people down, but I’m not there to build 
them up, either. I'll say what’s on my 
mind. I've never been bashful. 

“I think I can speak to the CEO as well 
as the guy sitting in the bar. I’m not going 
to get too technical or philosophical or 
talk over anyone’s head. Everyone wants 
to get into this and that and make a 
genius of everybody, but like Lombardi 
said years ago, if you can’t block, tackle, 
and execute, you can't play football.” 

Though Ditka says his relationship 
with O'Neil was a factor in choosing NBC 
(they're both sons of steel workers from 
western Pennsylvania), it wasn’t the only 
one. He preferred the studio to analysis 
because he didn’t feel like traveling this 
fall, and he also was intrigued by the 
opportunity to broadcast golf. 

No, Ditka won't be whispering, “...over 
to you, Johnny, on 16.” He'll do one- or 
two-minute features, and perhaps take a 
lesson from a pro. “I'd like to think I know 
something about a few things other than 
football, and golf is one,” Ditka says. 

Ditka shed a few tears after his firing 
by the Bears in January. Now he's more 
philosophical about it, though you can 
detect a residue of feelings beneath his 
words. “I made a statement many years 
ago that the moment they didn’t want me 
there, I didn’t want to be there,” he says. 
“That time came. It hurt at the moment 
and will probably hurt again when the 
ball’s kicked off in the fall. But it’s a dead 
issue. I’m no longer a Bear. 

“T spent 11 years in Chicago as a coach 
and six as a player, and my contributions 


| are in the record book. That’s where I'll 


leave it. | have no animosity toward any- 
one. I had a great run. I wish nothing but 
the best to the organization and the new 
coaching staff. I’m not going to gripe 
about anyone or anything.” 


INSIDE SPORTS 


It’s going to be hard to get used to the 
Bears without Ditka, so closely identified 
were one with the other. However, Ditka 
doesn't buy that premise. 

“Winning has a way of making people 
forget everything,” he says. “As soon as 
the Bears win a few, people will say, ‘Well, 
the change was inevitable. It was time to 
get rid of the old man’ We're heroes just 
for a moment. People build you up to 
knock you down. I understand the rules 
of the game. I don't like them, but I under- 
stand them. 

“The only way [a return to the side- 
lines] will happen is if an organization is 
willing to let me do things my way. I’m 
not going to conform to the ideas of peo- 
ple I don't think know the game of foot- 
ball.” A not-so-oblique shot at Bears presi- 
dent Mike McCaskey? “If the right oppor- 
tunity with the right owner came along I'd 
take a whack at it, but I don’t expect that 
to happen. I think, to a degree, I’m a 
dinosaur...but I’m glad I am.” 

Actually, Ditka’s aiming higher than 
coach. He was part of a group that made 
an unsuccessful bid to buy the Dolphins 
from the financially troubled Robbie fam- 
ily. Had the deal gone through, Ditka 
would have been the general manager. 

“I've had a good run as player, assistant 
coach, and head coach,” Ditka says. “The 
thought of taking a club and molding it, 
bringing in my own people and building 
something from the start my way, 
appeals to me more than anything.” 

Ditka says the aspects of coaching he'll 
miss most are the relationships with staff 
and players and the week-long prepara- 
tion process leading up to game day. But 
there are parts of the job he’s glad to be 
rid of. The biggest pain was the scrutiny 
and what he considers some cheap shots 
he took from the media. 

“You're put under a microscope,” he 
says. “If I was an easy-going guy it 
wouldn’t have bothered me, but I’m 
volatile, I'm vocal, and right or wrong, I 
do what I want to do, 

“T didn’t have any privacy at the end, 


| and there were things written about me 


that weren't true. I can’t beat that. It’s 
going to be read by three million people, 
and there’s nothing I can do about it. I 
don’t mean this as a general criticism. 
The media around the country, and with 
one or two exceptions in Chicago, have 
treated me outstandingly. Those one or 
two didn’t treat me so kindly, but that 
didn’t bring the world to an end, either.” 

And now he’s about to become a full- 
fledged member of the media. “Right,” 
Ditka says. “That means I can do no 
wrong. I’m an expert.” = 


Have you ever sent someone a fax from the beach? 
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Have you ever borrowed a book from thousands of miles away? 
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INSIDE INTERVIEW 


Derrick Thomas: 


There’s 
No Doubt 
About it 


The Kansas City Chiefs’ young star may or 
may not be the NFL’ best defensive player, but 
he’s the best linebacker since Lawrence Taylor 


By ED WERDER 


siderable talent but one that has been 
unable to capture a championship trophy 
since Len Dawson retired. Of course, a 
drought like that isn’t unusual in the AFC, 
but the prospect of ending it is exactly 
what has Thomas so charged up. The 
wrenching despair of last year has become 
hopeful optimism for this season, and he's 
composed his hit list in anticipation the 
Chiefs will contend to the end. 

“This team has stockpiled the talent nec- 
essary to take us to the top,” he says. “You 
can go down the list right now and find a 
household name at every position, That's 
pretty strong.” 

General manager Carl Peterson and 
coach Marty Schottenheimer made certain 
the Chiefs were major players in the offsea- 
son. The team picked up Joe Montana and 
Marcus Allen, former Super Bowl MVPs 
and veteran leaders in the locker room. 
Furthermore, the Chiefs were careful to 
secure their future as much as possible 
with a lucrative, long-term contract for 
another player: Thomas, who happens to 
be the most imposing defensive force in 
pro football. 

A restricted free agent, Thomas turned 
down the chance to sign with the Detroit 


ERRICK THOMAS IS PUMPED. 
He's the leader of the sack for the 


Kansas City Chiefs, a team of con- | 


Lions to remain with the Chiefs. His new 
four-year, $12.3 million contract makes him 
the second-highest-paid defensive player in 
the league, after Green Bay’s Reggie 
White. That status almost seems an injus- 
tice since Thomas has established himself 
as the long-awaited “next Lawrence 
Taylor.” Many other players were projected 
to fill those shoes, only to fall short, but 
Thomas has earned the right to tool around 
in the black Mercedes 500 SL convertible 
with the “IMAYDIT” vanity plates. 

The next LT? “The guy in Kansas City,” 
says Taylor himself. “If you're looking for 
the next LT, he’s the one.” The fact is, 
Thomas has a chance to finish his career 
No. 1 in sacks, replacing you-know-who. 

A player of iron ego and incredible will 
power, [Thomas possesses incomparable 
speed for his position. His 14.5 sacks last 
season included three on Philadelphia's 
Randall Cunningham in one game, three 
more on Denver's John Elway in another. In 
the past four seasons Thomas has notched 
more sacks than any other NFL player. 
Since the Chiefs made him their first- 
round draft choice in 1989, Thomas has 
transformed quarterbacks into question 
marks precisely 58 times and made the 
Pro Bowl at the conclusion of each season. 
Thomas 58 sacks in four years easily sur- 
passes the 37.5 Taylor compiled in his first 


| four seasons. After four seasons Pat 


Swilling had 38, Clyde Simmons 31.5; 
White had 70 after four NFL seasons but 
tuned up with two years in the USFL. In 
the past three years Thomas has recorded 
48 sacks, 18 forced fumbles, and nine fum- 
ble recoveries, two of which he returned 


- for touchdowns. While White is the only 
| player to average at least one sack per 


game in his career, Thomas is only five off 
that pace. Furthermore, he set the league 
record for sacks in a game with seven 
against the Seattle Seahawks in 1990. 

His talent was not always so apparent. 
Thomas, now 26, grew up six blocks from 
the University of Miami campus without 
luring a scholarship offer from Hurricanes 
coach Jimmy Johnson, now with the Dallas 
Cowboys. “He won a [college] champi- 
onship without me,” Thomas says, “but | 
think I might have helped him win some 
more.” 

While his importance to the Chiefs can- 
not be overstated, Thomas also has a con- 
siderable social conscience. He started a 
literacy program in Kansas City and spoke 
on the topic before Congress last year. 
More recently, Thomas went to Wash- 
ington for another important appointment, 
this time to make a social statement at the 
Vietnam War Memorial. For the first time, 
Thomas was able to brush his fingers 
across a name engraved in the wall: that of 
his father, Robert James Thomas, co-pilot 
of a B-52 shot down as it returned from a 
combat mission dubbed “Operation 
Linebacker II.” 

Thomas is a man of constant motion, but 
INSIDE SPORTS recently was able to pin him 
down for a few hours to discuss his football 
team, his future, and, of course, his father. 


INSIDE SPORTS: Last season marked the 
first time since you became part of the 
team that the Chiefs failed to improve 
their postseason performance. In your 
rookie season Kansas City had a winning 
record for the first time in three years, the 
next year the team made the playoffs, and 
in your third season you made the playoffs 
and won a first-round game. But last year 
the Chiefs were shut out in the first round. 
Is the team on the decline, or was last sea- 
son an aberration? 

DERRICK THOMAS: [’m not concerned 
about this team’s future. We've done some 
pretty good recruiting in the offseason, so I 
don't think we'll have problems. We didn’t 


24 


INSIDE SPORTS 


ane 
t th . : _ 
Sak IE, Hey eee ele sR OLIN 


~ ;. 


Ee St fet? tr ane: trtze werenitry oF .!%, . 
yaa oF 


CHRIS COVATTA 


THOMAS 


do the things we needed to last season to 
advance to the next level. When we played 
San Diego in the playoffs, it was zero-zero 
in the third quarter. At that point we need- 
ed to put points on the board and take con- 
trol, but that didn’t happen—San Diego put 
some points up and beat us. There were 
some things we had to address in the off- 
season, some positions where change was 
necessary. 


IS: The recruiting you mentioned brought | 


the Chiefs two of the most successful 
offensive players of the 80s. What are Joe 
Montana and Marcus Allen still capable of, 
and how will they impact the Chiefs? 

DT: The truth is, we don’t know what 
they're capable of. But I've had the opportu- 
nity to see Joe many, many times. He's 
been impressive, and I’m thrilled at the 
opportunity to have him on my team. I 
don’t think he's lost a thing. With him 
and Marcus Allen—to have two of the 
greatest athletes who have ever played 
football in this league is remarkable. 
I'm confident they both have a lot of 
quality time left. I hope they're in the 
right frame of mind and are physically 
able to finish their Hall of Fame 
careers with us. I hope we can end 
their careers with more glorious cham- 
pionship moments. 

I'll tell you this: They won't be 
embarrassed to play with us. We have 
a lot of pride, and on defense we'll do 
the things necessary to keep this team 
in the ball game. And now, with a new 
offensive system and the people we 
have, we'll score a lot of points. This 
combination will take us to the top. 

IS: This is possibly the first time in 
your career with the Chiefs that you 
aren't the most successful and accom- 
plished player on the team. Will you be 
uncomfortable with that? 

DT: | think it will benefit me. Joe and 
Marcus have brought the national 
media to Kansas City, where they 
haven't been for a long, long time. This 
is an opportunity for me to display my 
greatness, To bring Joe Montana and 
Marcus Allen to this team only does good 
things for me. It enhances what I can 
accomplish. I’m not mad if they come in to 
talk to Joe Montana. I've never tried to 
carry myself as the player on my team. | 
don't want to say I’m better than anybody 
else, If my defensive backs don't cover the 
receivers, I don't have time to reach the 
quarterback. If the front guys don’t com- 
mand respect from the offensive line, then 
they're going to shift to where I am. If the 
linebackers can't cover the backs, it doesn't 
work. The only way for me to be successful 
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is for everyone else to be successful. I'll 
gladly pass the torch to Joe Montana. | 
hope we become like the Dallas Cowboys. 
Nobody knows anybody on their defense, 
and they're successful. When people don't 
know your defense, your team is doing well. 


| 1S: The Chiefs teams of the past have put 


immense pressure on the defense to per- 
form because of the limited potential of the 
offense. How frustrating has that been? 

DT: | know sometimes this team looked 
one-sided, but we had some people who 
struggled in an offensive system they sim- 
ply weren't comfortable with, And I truly 
don’t believe it was as one-sided as it 
looked, because there were times we didn't 
play well on defense. But our offensive phi- 
losophy was to pound the ball and take 


ee 


time off the clock. If you scored you scored, 
but that wasn't necessarily the goal. Most 
of the time we won the time-of-possession 
battle—we kept the ball—but we weren't 
posting numbers on the scoreboard. That's 
been our problem. 

IS: So you're confident that the new system 
offensive coordinator Paul Hackett has 


installed, the San Francisco-style attack, | 


will lead to success? 

DT: Need I answer that? It’s produced four 
Super Bowls. It’s a tremendous concept 
based on short timing routes, We won't put 
as much pressure on our offensive linemen 
as with the traditional offenses where the 
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“Once I get into the zone 
I just go, and I dont stop 
till the game is over.” 


quarterback takes five- and seven-step 
drops. Believe me, I know the problems 
that causes for a pass-rusher. It makes a 
guy like myself change everything when 
you play a team like this. I love to play 


| those teams with the traditional offenses. 
I'd have loved to play the Chiefs with the 


offense we used to have. Let them take 
those five- and seven-step drops. Given 
those kinds of opportunities, I’m going to 
capitalize. 
IS: The Chiefs’ performance has been typr- 
cal of Schottenheimer teams. He consis- 
tently put the Cleveland Browns in the 
playoffs but never has been successful in 
the postseason. The Chiefs’ moves are 
short-term solutions apparently made to 
provide Marty the opportunity to finally 
reach the Super Bowl. Do you inter- 
pret this to mean he has pressure on 
him to win now? 
DT: [ don’t want say there's pressure on 
him, but it’s there. He’s proved himself 
capable of taking this team to a certain 
level. I think he has to show the ability 
to get the job done now that he has all 
the talent he needs. Fortunately for all 
of us, I don’t see anything stopping us. 
When we lost that heartbreaker to 
Miami in the playoffs in 1990, I think 
we had the team that could have taken 
it all the way, With the talent we have, 
this year is the same situation. 
IS: The Buffalo Bills have been to 
three successive Super Bowls and lost 
them all. Do you consider them vulner- 
able now? 
DT: | think so. They'll be tough, but I 
don’t know how far they can go. I don't 
know if they have that oneness they've 
had the past few years. If they do, 
they'll contend at the end. Hopefully 
well play them for the AFC champ- 
onship. I'd like nothing better. 
IS: Do you resent the fact the NFC 
teams consider the AFC to be competi- 
tively inferior? 
DT: We play like NFC teams. We've 
always had the NFC defense. Now we have 
an NFC offense. We can play with those 
teams. 
IS: But everyone will pick the Cowboys to 
repeat based on their show of strength in 
the playoffs and Super Bowl. 
DT: Not! I won't. The score was 17-10 when 
we played them. | don't see them as inde- 
structible. They were great once, but great- 
ness runs out 
IS: Defensive coordinator Dave Adolph 
switched to a 4-3 scheme last season, and 
there were times you appeared uncomfort- 
able. Your pass-rushing opportunities 
diminished because you had more pass- 
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coverage responsibilities. It seemed the 
Chiefs wanted more Wilber Marshall and 
less Lawrence Taylor. Will that continue 
this season? 

DT: We have a few new loops and vari- 
ations to our 4-3 defense planned for this 
season, where I'll have the opportunity to 
be freed up a lot more. I had to play with a 
lot more pass responsibility the second half 
of last season, which was all right. But I’d 
rather be on the line of scrimmage making 
things happen. 

IS: The plan apparently is to have you play 
as a defensive end on all downs. Will rush- 
ing from a three-point stance as opposed to 
a standup position force an adjustment? 
DT: I've come off the corner both ways, so 
it won't make much difference. 

IS: You've referred to yourself as “a stu- 
dent of the sack.” Who have you stud- 
ied, and what have you learned? 

DT: I just like to watch other people. 
I've studied them all. I try to take a 
piece here and a piece there, put them 
together, and commit them to memory. 
Derrick Thomas is part Lawrence 
Taylor, part Richard Dent, and part 
Reggie White. I’ve watched them to 
find out what they can do that I 
couldn't. Now when I get caught in cer- 
tain situations, | can do something that 
maybe I haven't been capable of doing 
in the past. 

IS: You have a lot more sacks at this 
point in your career than Taylor com- 
piled in the same number of seasons. 
Do you think you're comparable to him 
in his prime? 

DT: ['m just getting into my prime 
years now. Hopefully I’m as comfort- 
able in our defensive system as 
Lawrence has been in his. That will be 
the determining factor. Last year 1 was 
placed in a position I was familiar with 
but uncomfortable in, Now it’s time to 
hunt. Let the hunt begin. 

IS: There have been so many outside 
linebackers referred to as “the next 
Lawrence Taylor.” Have you truly earned 
that designation with your performance 
the first four seasons? 

DT: | want to achieve and exceed every- 
thing Lawrence Taylor has done—with 
respect for what he's done. A lot of people 


‘Tve studied them all. I'm 


have taken the approach like, “Screw LT. I | 


can do this or that.” I don’t. I don’t know if I 
actually worship him, but I have a strong 
respect for him because no man at this 
position has done the things he has. I think 
about where I am and where I want to go, 
then close my eyes and see Lawrence 
‘Taylor. I am where I am. He is where I want 
to be. It keeps coming up LT. 


I came in with a lot of hype, just like him. 
I had a great rookie season and made the 
Pro Bowl, just like him. The third and 
fourth years, I was a little better, and my 
role started to build, just like him. Before 
this season starts, I'll look and see what 
Lawrence did in his fifth season. This is 
about the time Lawrence won the Super 


Bowl for the first time and was the most | 


valuable player in the league. It’s time for 
me to help my defense and put my team in 
that position. Maybe I can do it. 

IS: In your career, you've shown a propensi- 
ty for stringing together multiple-sack per- 
formances and then going through two or 
three games without making a sack. For 
instance, you have three games with four 
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or more sacks, seven with three or more 
and a dozen in which you accounted for at 
least two sacks. How can you explain such 
a statistic? 

DT: Sometimes I just feel it, and when it 
happens it happens in numbers. I can go 
two or three games without a sack, but 
once I get into the zone I just go, and I don't 
stop until the game is over. 

IS: There will be a new rule in the NFL 
this season to protect the quarterback. The 
rule will allow quarterbacks under pres- 
sure outside the pocket to intentionally 
ground the ball without being penalized, 
What's your reaction to this? 

DT: I don't think I could say that in print. 


IS: But Schottenheimer, your own coach, is 
on the competition committee that recom- 
mended the rule. 

DT: I’m pissed off with Marty about getting 
that rule through. /Laughs./ When are 
they going to stop? We all know when we 
go out there what we're going out there for 
and what the job entails. When are they 
going to stop? It not like quarterbacks are 
crushed outside the pocket. Hey, there's a 
sideline there, Run out of bounds. 

IS: How many sacks would you have lost if 
the rule had been in place last season? 

DT: About half of them. It’s going to cost a 
lot of people sacks. I honestly think that 
rule will bring a lot of controversy. That’s 
like pitching the ball to a running back and 
when he’s about to be tackled, he can 
stop. Never mind this. They need to 
watch the offensive linemen and call 
some of the things they do to us pass- 
rushers. We’re the ones who need 
some protection, 

IS: You were a restricted free agent in 
the offseason. While you negotiated 
with the Detroit Lions and had a 
chance to solicit offers from other 
teams, you never signed an offer sheet. 
But you still received a huge contract 
from the Chiefs. What are your 
impressions of the new free-agency 
system? 

DT: The system is good for some play- 
ers who can move around and capital- 
ize, but there are other players it’s not 
good for because there are so many 
barriers put around them. The fran- 
chise players are screwed. Reggie 
White—God bless him—was the lone 
exception in the history of football. He 
was the only guy who will ever be that 
way. 

IS: There were rumors you could have 
had an offer sheet from the Lions but 
didn’t want to play there. Is that true? 
DT: I liked the fact I could go to 
Detroit and do some new things, but I 
didn’t want to break the bonds I have here. 
So, if I could get what I wanted or close to 
what I wanted and continue here, that’s 
what I wanted. That was more meaningful 
to me than the search for the most money. 
IS: You're probably the most dominant 
young defensive player in football. While 
you received a huge raise from the Chiefs, 
is it difficult to accept making almost $1 
million less than White? 

DT: Reggie has been in the league many 
more years. When I've done this about 
eight years, I'll be looking for compensa- 
tion where Reggie is. Right now, I accept 
my role in this system. There are three 
phases in football: You’re a young player, 
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youre in your prime, and then you're on 
your way out. I’m just going into my prime. 

IS: Do you consider yourself the premier 
defensive player in the league? 


DT: | haven't learned about my position to | 


where I can say I’m the best at my position. 
Physically, I would say I am. But knowing 
the game the way Lawrence Taylor or 
Andre Tippett knows it, I don’t think I'm 
with them yet as far as techniques and fun- 
damentals. Maybe I never will be, and 
maybe I'll do the things I want without 
that. 

IS: Your father was killed in the Vietnam 
War. This past Memorial Day, you went to 
Washington, D.C., and visited the Vietnam 
Memorial for the first time, then made an 
emotional speech in the presence of 
President Clinton. What feelings did you 
have? 


DT: | had mixed emotions. The wall has | 


been there for years, and that was my first 
trip. I think it was so tronic I was asked to 
do it this particular year, to have my first 
sight of the wall and make a speech on 


Memorial Day. It was something I was | 


finally ready for. I don’t know why. But I 
was excited about having the opportunity 
to do it, and I was excited seeing my 
father’s name on the wall. It was something 
special just to see the people and the feel- 
ings they had, how powerful this object 
actually is. 

IS: There were a lot of protesters who 
resented President Clinton’s appearance 
there, since he avoided the draft. Did you 
share their sentiment? 

DT: | don't know where I truly stand on the 
issue, but I think anybody 19 years old, if 
they could have avoided going, they would 
have. At the same time, I understand how 
the other people felt because I lost my 
father, and I share those feelings. But I 
firmly think anybody given the opportunity 
not to fight in Vietnam would have elected 
not to go. From that standpoint, I think he 
was right in coming to the wall that day. 

IS: Until recently many documents per- 
taining to MIAs remained classified. 
What's your opinion on that issue? 

DT: | think Vietnam was a big scandal, a 
war we never intended to win. 

IS: Are you completely convinced your 
father was killed in the war rather than 
merely abandoned by his country? 

DT: | think I've accepted the fact my father 
wont return. But I always have a smidgen 
of hope one day he will. m= 


ED WERDER does double duty this month 
with pieces on two of the NFL's brightest 
young stars. Check out Ed's profile of Troy 
Aikman elsewhere in this issue. 
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Back to 
the Game 


Troy Aikman must refocus on football after 
an offseason of adulation and injury 
By ED WERDER 


IN THIS SEASON OF 
unlimited potential and 
immense possibility, 
he competes with the 
inner opponent as 
much as the opposing 
defense. This year, 
Dallas Cowboys quar- 
terback ‘Troy Aikman contends only with 
himself, 

His star has spiraled ever upward. With 


NF 


- every Super Bow! snap his skill was under- 


scored, his promise transformed into time- 
ly productivity. He wore eyeblack and a 
blank expression while becoming the 


youngest passer since Joe Montana in 1982 | 


to be chosen the most valuable player of a 
Super Bowl. And now, of course, he will be 
held to a different standard for the remain- 
der of his career. This could be harder than 
first-and-15, harder than 1-and-15. 

Triumph has many temptations. There 
has been less time to prepare during this 
offseason. There were more appearance 
commitments to keep, more endorsement 
offers to consider, more contract renegotia- 
tion rhetoric to spew. “I think I've handled 
it fine,” Aikman says with a dismissive 
shrug. “I still view myself the same way I 
always have. I've always placed pressure on 
myself to perform at a high level. I don’t 
feel anybody can put higher expectations 
on me than I already have. Maybe because 
of the Super Bowl, people will come close 
to having the same expectations for me 
that I already have.” 

Brave words, but they were spoken 
before a weight-room injury in late spring 
ruptured a disk in Aikman’s back. The ail- 
ment required surgery in mid-June, and the 
quarterback was expected to miss the start 
of training camp and most or all of the 
exhibition season. Doctors initially pre- 
scribed a 12-week recovery period, which 
would sideline Aikman until Week 3 of the 
regular season. 
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It was one more setback for a young 
player who's already come a long way. Four 
years ago Aikman was a confused rookie, a 
No. 1 overall draft pick who was unable to 
discern a zone defense from a zip code. 
Four years ago the Cowboys lost whenever 
he appeared in the starting lineup. Four 
years ago Aikman presided over endlessly 


flawed game days and hopelessly inept 


passing downs. Four years ago he had 
twice as many interceptions as touchdown 
passes, more concussions and chin lacera- 
tions than common sense. “This poor son 
of a bitch,” says Cowboys assistant Joe 


Brodsky, “I saw him take so many hits | 


early in his career that if I were him, I’d 
have given some of the money back and 
quit. I mean, god almighty, it was ugly.” But 
four years later, he tops the depth chart of 
NFL superstars. 

There were 85 to 100 calls per day this 
offseason to the Aikman Foundation, which 


schedules his appearances. “If we were not 


organized, we'd be institutionalized,” says 
director Verna Riddles. Nike and Reebok 
have made offers to produce a line of signa- 
ture shoes and promised national advertis- 
ing campaigns. Pepsi and Coca-Cola also 
have competed for Aikman, and Nintendo 
has signed him to market a video game 
called “Troy Aikman’s Pro Football.” The 
blond-haired, blue-eyed Aikman has 
become a GQ coverboy, and his wholesome 
image has survived an appearance in 
Playboy as the subject of a lengthy inter- 
view. People magazine chose him one of its 
50 most beautiful people. 

Such is the dramatic impact of one tran- 
scendent football game. Aikman has con- 
densed a career’s worth of achievement 
into the space of four seasons. He is 26, 
sometimes confused and often incredulous 
about what has happened and what comes 
next. He knows the final score was 
Cowboys 52, Buffalo Bills 17, but he still 
can't comprehend the full picture. “This is 
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_ the way it’s supposed to 


| to win a Super Bowl. 


end,” he says. “Guys 
spend their whole careers 
waiting to have it end like 
this, where they can go 
out on top and a winner 
and those things. I’m very 
fortunate that I got to 
achieve it and live it. 
Some guys haven't, and 
some guys never will. 

“I still don't fully under- 
stand the scope of what 
weve done, but slowly I’m 
beginning to realize that I 
now have a place in histo- 
ry with some other quar- 
terbacks. The last two sea- 
sons, even though I'd had 
success and was the sec- 
ond-rated passer in the 
league, I don't think peo- 
ple perceived me as one of 
the topnotch quarter- 
backs. It took the Super 
Bowl for me to break out 
of that image. I think opin- 
ions have changed, but for 
how long? Three months? 
The next interception? I 
don’t know that. I don't 
know what the impact will 
be. 

“I know a tremendous 
weight has been taken off 
my shoulders,” Aikman 
adds, “because where | 
was drafted, this 1s what's 
expected. You're expected 


be 


That’s what it’s all about. 
When a quarterback goes 
in the first round, it’s about 
bringing a Super Bowl = = 
championship to the franchise. Now I fee 
I've accomplished what they drafted me to 
do. That’s not going to make me compla- 
cent, but at least I've done that, and now | 
can move forward.” 

Aikman advanced the Cowboys down 
the field and through the playoffs without 
pause or interruption. He threw eight 
touchdown passes and no interceptions in 
the first three playoff starts of his career. 

Now Aikman proceeds into this season 
knowing he will retire as another Roger 
Staubach rather than a Danny White, who 
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| merely set records in a place where cham- 


pionship rings are much preferred. “] think 
he’s that good, to really be the premier 
quarterback of the "90s in the NFL,” says 
Staubach, the quarterback of the ’70s in 
Big D. “Aikman has really been a leader. 
He's a player other guys believe in, and he 


now is making sure you still pay the price 
to be the best, but Troy is the kind of guy 
who will continue to work hard. He really 
understands these opportunities are there 
for him because he’s a great football player. 
He realizes he has to keep working out and 
continue to sweat with his teammates.” 
Actually, this happens to be the one time 
Aikman hopes not to be the second coming 
of St. Staubach. After Roger the Dodger 
was named the MVP of Super Bowl VI in 
January 1972, he separated his right shoul- 
der in a preseason game later that year, 
lost his starting position to Craig Morton, 
and for the only time in his Hall-of-Fame 


career went through a regular season with- — 


out completing a touchdown pass. 
The fact is, only Starr and Terry Brad- 


shaw have won consecutive Super Bowl | 


2 


The franchise: Aikman should anchor Dallas’ attack for the rest of the decade. 


MVP awards. Last season the Washington 
Redskins’ Mark Rypien offered a classic 
demonstration of how ephemeral success 
can be, how tenuous the grip on greatness. 


Rypien missed training camp in pursuit of | 


a $3 million contract and finished as the 
lowest-rated passer in the NFC with at 
least 224 attempts. 

Aikman, of course, has more talent than 
Rypien and a much better team around 
him. But despite his competitive will, his 
uncompromising work ethic, and his over- 
whelming mental discipline, it would be 
unreasonable to assume he possibly could 
remain unaffected by the offseason carni- 
val. Therefore, it’s hardly shocking that 
there have been some broken plays along 
the way. The mostly innocent miscues 
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started almost before Leon Lett’s infamous 


| fumble stopped rolling. 


First Aikman, who completed almost 
everything in the postseason, failed to 
complete the Pro Bowl and drew a $10,000 
fine from NFL commissioner Paul 
Tagliabue for his third-quarter quarterback 
sneak from Aloha Stadium. Then he 
offered contradictory remarks about his 
interest in a pay hike. 

He wants Cowboys owner Jerry Jones to 
renegotiate the final two years of a contract 
scheduled to pay him $1.17 million this 
year and $1.29 million in 1994. Denver's 
John Elway and Miami’s Dan Marino, who 
have been to four Super Bowls between 
them but won none, are the league’s high- 
est-paid players at a reported $4.775 mil- 
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Forget th 


e records: Dallas 
lion and $4.43 million, respectively, while 
Aikman’s income is less than six backups 
will make this season. In March, intent on 
protecting his image as something other 
than an ordinary, run-of-the-million con- 
glomerate in a jockstrap, Aikman said: “It’s 
totally up to Jerry. | would never initiate 
that conversation.” But five weeks later, an 
impatient Aikman pressed the issue, say- 
ing he would play out his contract and 
attempt to become a free agent after the 
1994 season unless a new agreement was 
in place before the upcoming season. 
“Common sense says with free agency 
you're better off playing out the final year 
of a contract and testing the marketplace,” 
Aikman says. “And with a salary cap com- 
ing next season, who knows? Maybe Jerry 
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loves a guy who wins rings. 


wont have enough 


‘94. But some other 
team probably would.” 
The remarks seemed 
unusual for Aikman, 
who seldom resorts to 
manipulation in the 
media. The next day 
he complained that 
the NFL Players 
Association “sold out” 
its constituency with 
the new collective bar- 
faining agreement. 
So much for idol chat- 
ter. 

Furthermore, the 
young star posed for 
six national maga- 
zines in one week dur- 
ing the offseason and 
has enjoyed high- 
profile relationships 
with actress Janine 
Turner and singer 
Lorrie Morgan; the 
latter made news after 
she took issue with 
suggestive remarks 
made by actress 
Cybill Shepherd when 
Shepherd and Aikman 
shared the stage as 
presenters at the 
Academy of Country 
Music Awards. And 
while Aikman was 
selective about accept- 
ing offers for appear- 
ances and endorse- 
ments, his hectic 
schedule sap-ped his 
energy and prompted 
him to hire a nutri- 
tionist to prepare his 
meals four times a week. 

“Contrary to what may have been writ- 
ten, I didn’t look at the Super Bowl as a tool 
for me to promote myself for national 
endorsements,” Aikman says. “I didn’t 
have any aspirations. It wasn’t a goal of 
mine. [But] because there’s only so much 
attention that can be paid to certain play- 
ers and everybody wants a piece of that, 
that sometimes causes problems. It will be 
interesting to see how we handle all of 
that.” 

Aikman has been a high-profile player 
since the Cowboys made him the first 
choice in the 1989 draft. He’s had some 
experience with the spotlight, having been 
a highly visible performer at major pro- 
grams at Oklahoma and UCLA, but 


ANTHONY NESTIE 
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money to pay me after | 


Aikman seems too uncomfortable with his 
celebrity for it to consume him. “I'm very 
happy that it’s Troy Aikman and not some- 
one else,” says Cowboys coach Jimmy 
Johnson, “because he handles the acco- 
lades and success as well as anyone I've 
been around.” 

Aikman had a career season as the 
Cowboys won the Super Bowl. His 31 
touchdown passes in the regular season 
and playoffs matched the total from his 
first three seasons combined. 
Furthermore, he threw two or more touch- 
down passes in a game 11 times, which 
more than doubled his output of five in the 
first three seasons. In his final nine 
appearances last season Aikman had 20 
touchdown passes and just three intercep- 
tions. In the playoffs he outplayed 
Philadelphia's Randall Cunningham, San 
Francisco's Steve Young, and Buffalo’s Jim 
Kelly to become the highest-rated postsea- 
son passer in history—at least for now; his 


| 116.7 career mark surpasses Bart Starr's 


104.8. 

Several factors contributed to these 
prodigious numbers. Aikman’s incredible 
poise and passing talent played a part, and 
so did the Cowboys’ phenomenal skill-posi- 
tion players, including two-time NFL rush- 
ing champion Emmitt Smith, wide 
receivers Michael Irvin and Alvin Harper, 
and tight end Jay Novacek. But Aikman 
has developed as a veteran player, and his 
maturation can be seen in such subtle 
nuances as varied snap counts that impede 
the pass rush, a heightened instinct for 
when to step forward in the pocket, and a 
growing ability to look off defenders and 
hit secondary receivers. 

Aikman’s improvement has followed a 
methodical, consistent curve, His quarter- 
back rating and touchdown-to-interception 
ratio have improved in each of his four 
seasons. His rating advanced from 55.7 as 
a rookie to 66.6, then to 86.7 under offen- 
sive coordinator Norv Turner and reached 
89.5 last year. His touchdown-to-intercep- 
tion ratio was 23-to-14 last season. In short, 
unlike Rypien—who was erratic through 
his first couple of years, reached a new 
level for one season, and then returned to 
his previous standard—Aikman’s stardom 
hasn't come out of nowhere. 

“I don't believe one game or one season 
makes a guy great,” says ESPN’s Joe 
Theismann, a former Redskins quarter- 
back. “I’m not sure how good Mark Rypien 
is, but I've got a heck of a lot better feel 
and understanding for how good Troy 
Aikman is because he has continued to 
improve.” 

Aikman is unshakable in the pocket, and 
his release of the football is finger-snap 


“You want to get to 
the Super Bowl, but 
once youve been there, 
you want to get back 
even more. ” 


fast—he never pats the ball before throw- 


AL MESSERSCHMIDT 


ing. “He's a great football player,” says | 
Stanford coach and former 49ers coach Bill | 


Walsh. “The only thing I think could be a 
problem for Aikman is injuries. He tends to 


have injuries that affect his play, and he has - 


a history of that, so you have to assume it 
will happen again.” 

It’s a legitimate point. While Aikman 
started every game for the Cowboys last 
season for the first time in his career, he 
has missed 12 starts with injuries in previ- 
ous seasons. 

As long as he stays healthy, Aikman has 
little to prove, but the Cowboys offense 


maintains room for improvement. The fact | 


that Dallas was limited to 17 or fewer 
points four times last season is often lost 
because the Cowboys produced almost 33 
points per game the final eight games, but 
the record shows they often were chal- 
lenged, four times winning by a touchdown 
or less. 

“T want to get [to the Super Bowl] again 
because of the special moments it creates 
in the course of a season and the memories 
involved with the game itself,” Aikman 
says. “I have no aspirations to get to a 
Super Bowl solely so I can have another 
busy offseason. I've said it before: You want 
to get there, but once you've been to a 
Super Bowl you want to get back there 
even more,” m 


Wed like to see ED WERDER back here in 
our pages again, too. Ed's lively interview 
with Cowboys wide receiver Michael Irvin 
ran in July. 
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The Cowboys are young, talented, and—thanks 
to Jimmy Johnson—definitely not complacent 
By GARY MYERS 


ready to guide the Kansas City Chiefs to Super Bowl XXVIII. Can the camera 
crews be far behind? 
OK, call us crazy romantics. We know the Chiefs haven't climbed the Super stage in 


were hand grenades. We know no Chief will remind Montana of Jerry Rice, John ‘Taylor, or 
Brent Jones. We know the linemen fit better in Jurassic Park than in a tap-dance competi- 


that resurrected wing. 


the Browns rather than change, a coach so successful he guided the Browns and Chiefs to 
seven consecutive winning seasons. Why change? “Because were not playing in the 


measure of success, and that’s to win the Super Bowl.” 


Dallas—young, hungry, and well-coached—should become only the second team to 
repeat as Super Bowl champion since the Pittsburgh Steelers did it a dozen years ago. 

The idealist in us goes with Montana to get to the ape Bowl. The realist in us goes 
with Dallas to win it. 
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DALLAS - aged almost 13 sacks a season, then 
COWBOYS ' fell to seven in ’91 and 6.5 in 1992, 
Predicted 1993 © However, he still created a lot of 
record, finish: 13-3, : pressure, and given a full camp with 
first. : Dallas he could post big sack totals 
Player on the rise: = again. 
Alvin Harper gets over- : Players on the move: Dallas is a 
shadowed by Michael : nice place to play these days, so the 
Irvin, but he’s one of : Cowboys’ worst free-agent losses 


NFL| 


| Cowboys by the Numbers 


How ‘bout them Cowboys? They ranked No. 
1 in rushing last season by grinding out 26 


HE TINY TOWN OF JOE (DON’T CALL ME ISMAY), MONT., HAD BETTER : 
Fprepare for Tinseltown, because Joe (Don’t Call Me Washed Up) Montana is : 
- healthy and emerged as the league's best 
: young QB. The Cowboys running game 
: would be non-existent if they ever lost 
| more than two decades. We know Christian (Ker-plunk) Okoye catches footballs as if they : 
; Johnson talked with the Rams about his 
' former Miami Hurricane, Cleveland Gary, 
tion. We know Joe's "bow may go on any throw. But we think Montana has one final fling in » 


the league's most acrobatic receivers. In 
the NFC title game against San Francisco 
he made an incredible sideline catch and 
then sealed the game by taking a simple 


year. 


Charles Haley. From ’88 to "90 Haley aver- 


34 


: were two backups. Kelvin Martin, an 
: excellent return man and third 
- receiver, will be replaced by second- 
- round pick Kevin Williams. Hugh 
slant 70 yards. Watch for bigger things this | 


Millen will be an adequate replace- 


_ ment for Steve Beuerlein, who might 

Player on the decline: The Cowboys | 
are so young, they have few players who | 
have risen high enough to be on the way | 
down, but since our bosses won't allow us | 
to leave this space blank, we'll mention | 


have been the league's best backup 
quarterback but wasn’t even needed 
last year, when Troy Aikman stayed 


. Even Randall can't run the '93 
' Eagles into contention. 


INSIDE SPORTS 


more yards per game than the previous year. 


Cowboys rushing: 132.6 yds. 
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Emmitt Smith, which is why Jimmy 


and drafted Alabama's Derrick Lassic, who 


beat the Hurricanes in the national champi- 

And we give bonus points to Marty Schottenheimer, whose football philosophy had - 
been somewhere to the right of Rush Limbaugh, for scrapping everything to gamble ona | 
new offense. [t's an astonishing switch for a coach so stubborn he preferred to be fired by : 


onship game with 135 yards and two touch- 
downs. 
The bottom line: With the rest of the 


: NFC East slipping, the Cowboys are the 
- Class of the division by far, the class of the 
Super Bowl, and that’s where we want to be,” Schottenheimer says. “Whether you finish | 
second or 25th, you play for only one reason: to be No. 1. In our business, there's only one : 
- WASHINGTON REDSKINS 

In the NFC, the Green Bay Packers are a year away and the San Francisco 49ers a year | 
past their prime, and neither they nor anyone else can challenge the supremacy of the : 
Dallas Cowboys. Assuming Troy Aikman comes back strong after his back surgery, : 
' departure of Gary Clark and the reduced 
' role of Art Monk, Desmond Howard will 
- get a chance to play this year. The 1991 


league by a bit. 


Predicted 1993 record, finish: 10-6, 
second. 
Player on the rise: Thanks to the 


: 
: 
a 
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Heisman Trophy winner made only three | 
catches in his rookie NFL season, but | 


mark it down: Howard will be a star. 


Player on the decline: Based on last» 


season, it has to be Mark Rypien, who went 


from Super Bowl MVP to the lowest-rated = 
regular quarterback in the NFC. His touch-' | 
downs dropped from 28 to 13; his intercep- ; 


tions climbed from 11 to 17. His perfor- 


mance won't be dulled this year by a hold- : 
out or too many banquet circuit appear- | 
ances, but it’s doubtful he'll ever be as good : 
er than the departed Fred Stokes. They'll 
- replace overrated Martin Mayhew with ; 
- brittle former reserve A.J. Johnson or No. 1 - 
- pick Tom Carter. No. 2 pick Reggie Brooks : 
could be a real find at halfback, pushing ; 
Earnest Byner, who’s fading, or Ricky : 
_ Ervins, who's coming off a down year. | 
- The bottom line: The Redskins should | 
- squeeze into the playoffs again, but that's | 
- about all. 3 


as he was in that Super season. 


Redskins by the Numbers 3 


Earnest Byner missed his fourth 1,000-yard 
season by six feet in "92, but he still was re- | 


sponsible for most of the Skins ground attack. 


E. Byner (998) 
58% 


Dallas beheaded a tough 49ers club in ’92 and will dot 
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he same this year. 


_ PHILADELPHIA EAGLES 3 
- Predicted 1993 record, finish: 9-7, © 
- third. : 
- Player on the rise: Fred Barnett has | 
- been overshadowed in the NFC by Jerry | 
- Rice, Michael Irvin, Andre Rison, and | 
- Sterling Sharpe, but in his third season he ; 
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- had 67 catches for 1,083 yards and six TDs. 
- He's clearly Philly's most feared receiver. 
Players on the move: Cincinnati's Tim | 
McGee signed on after Clark left for | 
_ Phoenix. Bad tradeoff: McGee drops too | 
many passes and makes too few big plays; | 
_ Clark was tough, acrobatic, and the best of - 
a good group of receivers. The addition of ; 
the Giants’ Carl Banks all but assured | 
Wilber Marshall's departure. Banks isn’t as _- 
good a pass-rusher, but he's better against - 
the run and in coverage. The Redskins | 
couldn't afford Reggie White, but they did - 
sign Al Noga, who'll be a better pass-rush- ; 


| Eagles by the Numbers 


Randall didn’t help the Eagles passing 
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Player on the decline: Perhaps you 
can excuse Randall Cunningham for last 
season's inconsistency and hesitancy 
because he was coming off major knee 
surgery. But if you watched his sometimes- 
shaky performances during the season and 
in the playoff loss to Dallas, you wonder if 
he’s still an elite player. 

Players on the move: Most of the ros- 
ter. In the past year the Eagles have lost 
elite players (Keith Jackson, Reggie White, 


game much in ’92. Philly fell from 20th in 
NFL passing in ’91 to 23rd last season. 


225 i. 
Eagles | 


Passing yards per game 


| 


Jerome Brown), dependable starters (Ron | 
Heller and Mike Golic), and part-time | 
starters (Mike Pitts, Leon Seals, Jim | 
McMahon, and John Booty). Keith Byars | 


might be next, and the two best defenders 


remaining, Clyde Simmons and Seth © 
Joyner, reportedly will be outta there after | 
this season. Apparently relying on reports — 
from the late ’80s, Philly signed Mark | 
Bavaro, an injury-riddled shell of his for- | 
mer Pro Bowl self; Erik McMillan, another | 
New Yorker who's already seen his finest : 
hours; and Keith Millard, who's couldn't cut | 


it with the Seahawks or Packers. And 
finally, the Eagles signed Tim Harris, a 


terrific pass-rushing linebacker who'll be | 
forced to masquerade as White’s replace- | 
ment at left defensive end, despite the fact - 
that Harris has neither the size nor the |= | 


inclination to stop the run. 

The bottom line: This team is in 
freefall because owner Norman Braman, 
already raking in millions, has chosen to 
take the money and run. The Eagles might 
be able to sneak into the playoffs one last 


year's lows. 


NEW YORK GIANTS 

Predicted 1993 record, finish: 8-8, 
fourth. 

Player on the rise: Fullback Jarrod 


son in 91, staged a coming-out party last 


impressive by the realization most of those 
yards came inside the tackles. A load at 


plement to Rodney Hampton. 

Player on the decline: Left corner 
Mark Collins was long one of the most 
underrated players at his position. But 
nobody stays underrated in New York, and 
so much was made of him he soon became 


and this may be a crucial year for him. 


defense in 89 and ’90 but slipped to 16th 
and 25th the last two seasons. 


Rushing defense: 116.9 yds. 


Passing defense: 184.5 yds. 


Rushing defense: 93.7 yds. 


Passing defense: 183.5 yds. 


1991-92 


1989-90 
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3 They’ll hang in there, b 
time, but only if Cunningham avoids last - 
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Players on the move: Lawrence 


- Taylor—or what's left of him—is back, but | 
- the other former star outside linebacker, | 
Carl Banks, departed for the rival 
- Redskins, and the other top pass-rusher, 
- Leonard Marshall (albeit with only four - 
Bunch, who had an uneventful rookie sea- - 


sacks), departed for the Jets. Mark Ingram 


also left, but two better receivers, Mike 
year with 501 yards rushing on just 104 7 
carries, a 4.8-yard average made even more - 


Sherrard and Mark Jackson, replace him. 


- Carlton Bailey will help, but another free- 
- agent linebacker, Michael Brooks, will help 

- even more. 

62” and 248 pounds, he’s the perfect com- | 


The bottom line: George Young, one of 


- the league’s most astute GMs, was smart 
- to hire Dan Reeves as coach, even if he 
- was the third choice after Tom Coughlin 


and Dave Wannstedt. Reeves will instantly 


- command respect and hustle, but a big 
_ rebuilding job remains. 
a bit overrated. He didn’t have a great ’92, : 


_ PHOENIX CARDINALS 


Giants by the Numbers ; 


The Giants finished fourth in rushing © 


Predicted 1993 record, finish: 5-11, 
fifth. 

Player on the rise: Randal Hill has 
magnificent speed, and though some still 
wonder about his head, his hands are just 
fine. He caught 58 balls for 861 yards last 
year with Chris Chandler and Timm 
Rosenbach throwing, and now with Steve 
Beuerlein he could really take off. 

Player on the decline: Freddie Joe 
Nunn averaged nearly nine sacks a year 
the previous six years, but he fell off to four 
last year and also tore up his knee. At age 
31, how far will he be able to come back? 

Players on the move: Here's a new 


one: Cardinals management actually 


deserves some credit after decades as buf- 
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ut the Jints won't drag down Smith and the Cowboys. 


Cardinals by the Numbers 


Phoenix's offense improved by nearly 40 


- yards per game last season and moved from 
- a No. 27 toa No. 17 NFL ranking. 


Cardinals 1992: 286.1 yds. 


Opponents 1992: 320.4 yds. 


Cardinals 1991: 247.6 yds. 


Total yards per game 


Opponents 1991: 315.8 yds. 


foons. They went hard after Joe Montana 
and almost got him. Despite that setback, 
the Cards quickly signed the best free- 
agent quarterback, Beuerlein, and then 


_ drafted the running back that everyone 


wanted—Garrison Hearst—even though it 
cost them a decent back, Johnny Johnson, 


just to flip-flop spots with the Jets. 


Beuerlein, Hearst, and Gary Clark instant- 
ly upgrade the offense, and rookie linemen 
Ernest Dye and Ben Coleman will do so in 


time. The Cards did lose Danny Villa, a 


decent lineman, and Tim McDonald, 
maybe the league’s best safety, but 
recouped somewhat by signing Pro Bowl 
safety Chuck Cecil. 

The bottom line: The Cardinals should 


_ be better this year, but not enough to make 


it to .500—and probably not enough to save 
coach Joe Bugel’s job. 
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| The arrival of the NFL's premier defender is 
| just the icing on the cake in Green Bay 
| By PAUL NEEDELL 


GREEN BAY 
PACKERS 


first. 


NF 


| NEG CENTRAL 


Predicted 1993. 
record, finish: 10-6, | 


Player on the rise: | 
Jackie Harris, in his ; 
fourth season out of : 


Northeast Louisiana, is : 


ready to be recognized as one of the 


league's top pass-catching tight ends. He - 


caught 55 balls last season and should 


thrive in Mike Holmgren’s system for years ‘ 


to come. 


Players on the decline: Linebacker - 
- shoulder at left outside linebacker, and 


Johnny Holland led the team in tackles but 


is coming off major neck surgery. If he’s not : 
in decline, he's certainly a question mark. : 


HE ORES Side line psetcer: ieriste Bip iiey, 2 n= 
- The Vikes may not win the Central, but it’! take more than the Pats to stop them. 


 - 


used to be one of the league’s most under- 
rated players, but he’s coming off back 
problems. 

Players on the move: The Packers 
won the biggest prize in free agency: 


Keggie White, a dominating presence as a | 


pass-rusher, run stuffer, and leader. He’s the 


only defensive player to average at least - 
one sack per game during his NFL career, — 
and he's worth all $17 million. Bill Maas | 


Packers by the Numbers 


The Pack may be back, but their ground 


| game is in the back of the pack. They ranked 


21st last year, averaging 97.2 yards a game. 
125 


- 
a 


Packers 


Rushing yards per game 
& 
ul 


38 


protector, Tootie Robbins, but added two in 


Harry Galbreath and Tunch Ilkin, who will - 
3 form the new right side. [f the Packers can 3 
coax another year out of Miami malcontent | 
Mark Clayton, it'll take a lot of pressure off _ 
Sterling Sharpe, who’s certain to draw : 
more attention after a spectacular 1992 — 
- campaign. They replaced one decent run- | 
- backs he's taken to the turf in the past two 
- John Stephens, but lost a better safety, - 
Chuck Cecil, than the one they signed, — 
- Mike Prior. First-round pick Wayne | 


ning back, Vince Workman, with another, 


Simmons figures to line up over White's 


George Teague, another first-rounder, 
could start at right corner. 


INSIDE SPORTS 


The bottom line: Holmgren and gener- 


_ al manager Ron Wolf are making all the 
right moves. Who would've believed that 
_ the Packers would enter this season with a 
- $41 million payroll, easily the highest total 
_ in the league? Certainly that fact is a boost 
- for team morale. The 92 Packers probably 
- weren't as good as their 9-7 record indicat- 
_ ed; they were in the bottom half of the 
_ league in virtually every statistic, especial- 
- ly on defense. However, Holmgren’s offense 
- is a thing of beauty—particularly when 
- Brett Favre hooks up with Sharpe or 
- Harris—and the defense has impact play- 
- ers in White, Tony Bennett, and Terrell 
- Buckley. The Pack is on the rise in a 
- has seen better days, but he'll help the » 
- defensive line, too. Green Bay lost one pass | 


_ MINNESOTA VIKINGS 


mediocre division. 


Predicted 1993 record, finish: 9-7, 
second. 

Player on the rise: At 611” and 270 
pounds, fourth-year defensive tackle John 
Randle isn't the biggest guy around, but 
he’s one of the fastest linemen in the 
league off the snap. Just ask the 21 quarter- 


seasons. 

Player on the decline: Anthony 
Carter, once the big-play man on offense, 
caught only 41 passes for two touchdowns 
last season. Even if Carter’s back, Jake 


- Reed is likely to surpass his reception 


totals. 


ANTHONY NESTE 


Favre has the Pack poised to capture 


Players on the move: Coach Dennis : 


Green vacillated between quarterbacks 


Rich Gannon and Sean Salisbury last year, | 
and the QB he cut, Wade Wilson, ended up - 
playing better than both. The Vikings had : 
a crying need, yet in a year when a lot of | 
quality passers were available they settled - 


for ex-Bear, ex-Charger, and ex-Eagle Jim 


McMahon, he of the brittle body and pop- | 
gun arm. Any team that counts on | 
McMahon might as well count itself out. - 
The headband headache never has thrown : 


Dennis Green improved the Vikes’ third- 
down efficiency from 39.6% in ’91 to 44.3% 


last year, second-best in the conference. 


Vikings 1992: 44.3% 


Opponents 1992: 38.2% 


Vikings 1991: 39.6% 


Opponents 1991: 45.1% 


Third-down efficiency 


fe “ 


its first division title since 1972. 


more than 15 touchdowns in a season, and | 
that was back in 1985. In fact, he’s man- | 
aged to play 10 or more games only twice | 
since that Super Bowl season. Minnesota | 


lost two good offensive linemen—center 


Kirk Lowdermilk to the Colts and guard 
Brian Habib to the Broncos—and one good - 
- defensive end, Al Noga to the Redskins, in | 
free agency and did nothing to replace | 
them. The Vikes did add some multipur- | 
pose skill-position speed with their first - 
two picks, running back Robert Smith and | 
- wide receiver/return specialist Qadry | 
- Merriweather probably won't be back. 

The bottom line: Last year’s 11-5 | 
record was a mirage. Minnesota struggled | 
in games against tough teams, going 1-4 | 
- during the regular season against playoff | 
- teams. McMahon can't get it done, particu- 


Ismail. Wideout Hassan Jones and Mike 


larly with slow receivers and a suddenly 


- Shaky line. The Vikings defense was spec- | 
tacular last season—it was tops in the NFL | 
- in interceptions, No. 2 in takeaways, and | 
No. 3 in yards allowed per play, and tied for | 
- third in sacks—but the offense must score | 
- some points on its own, and with Terry - 
- Allen the only real weapon, don’t count on 


It 
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"CHICAGO BEARS 


Predicted 1993 record, finish: 7-9, 
third. 

Player on the rise: Left tackle Troy 
Auzenne, who was a breath of fresh air on 
the Bears’ stale offensive line. Auzenne, a 
second-round pick out of California last 
year, was thrown right in against the 
league's top pass-rushers and not only held 
his own but actually dominated some 
games by season's end. A Pro Bowler in the 
making. 

Player on the decline: Not long ago 
Neal Anderson was among the NFLs pre- 


3 Bears by the Numbers 


Jim Harbaugh spread the wealth around 
last season. No Bears receiver totaled more 
than 22% of the team’s receiving yards. 


Others (1138) 


34% 


ALLSPORT/RICK STEWART 


ot he + —= a, esac. 


mier running backs, but his rushing totals : 


have plummeted the past three years from 
1,078 yards to 747 to 582. He's only 29, so 


injuries, but more than likely the pounding 


Darren Lewis share some of the running 
load, 

Players on the move: That's the Bears 
problem: They don't have enough players 
who really can move. No. 1 choice Curtis 
Conway should give them the fleet feet 
Tom Waddle and Wendell Davis never had 
| and the sure hands Anthony Morgan hasn't 


shown. He could be their best receiver as a _ 
rookie. In essence, the Bears swapped free- — 
agent fullbacks with the Saints, securing | 


Heyward and losing Brad Muster. Ironhead 


AQ) 


If Peete can’t stay healthy, he'll hand the job to Ware. 


quality cornerback 
for San Diego, 


ton, who signed with 
the Jets, ever did. 
The bottom line: 
Dave Wannstedt 
wants to mimic San 
Francisco's offense 
and Dallas’ speed. 
Those are 


can find someone 
stupid enough to 
give up for Anderson 


gave up for Herschel 
Walker, they won't be 
reached 


inherited a_ slow, 
aging team, which is 
especially apparent 


quarterback Jim 
Harbaugh with a 
calmer, 


AL MESSFERSCHMIDT 


Iron 


Predicted 1993 record, finish: 6-10, 
fourth. 


the whole package at wide receiver. A first- 


in passing’ situations. 


Players on the move: The Lions were | 
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Blaylock, who estab- — 
lished himself as a | 
- The Saints matched their offer then, but a 
_ year later traded Swilling to the Lions for a 
should boost the sec- - 
ondary, and rookie | 
Chris Gedney will ; 
give the Bears more - 
help at tight end : 
than James Thorn- ; 


willing to give up a pair of first-round picks 
to sign Swilling as a free agent in 1992. 


No. 1 and No. 4 pick. He'll provide the QB 
pressure the Lions lacked. And three veter- 
an linemen—Bill Fralic, Dave Lutz, and 
David Richards—will provide the escort 
service Barry Sanders has lacked. Rodney 
Holman used to be one of the league's best 


- tight ends, and the Lions hope he'll have 
- more to offer in a part-time role. Detroit 
: lost a pretty good cornerback, Melvin 
_ Jenkins, to the Falcons, and traded talented 
: but troublesome nose tackle Jerry Ball to 
_ the Browns. Ryan McNeil, an early second- 
- round choice, will try to replace Jenkins. 

lofty | 
ideals, and unless he - 


The bottom line: It’s hard to run a pass- 
ing offense without a passer, and Andre 


. Ware's inconsistency and Rodney Peete’s 
- repeated injuries have convinced the Lions 
- to can the run-and-shoot and go to a more 
what the Vikings 


conventional one-back, four-receiver set. 


' Sanders is the most elusive back in the 
» game and should improve upon last year’s 
anytime » 
soon. Wannstedt has : 


1,352 yards and nine touchdowns now that 
he'll be protected better. Moore and Brett 


7 Perriman are quality receivers, and their 
_ presence on the flanks should open things 
| up for Sanders and the ground game. 
along the formerly | 
topnotch defensive | 
line. Perhaps he can | 
coax more out of | 


Return man Mel Gray remains the best in 
the business, and the linebackers, with the 
addition of Swilling, rank among the con- 
ference's finest, but the defensive line 


- needed help even before Ball rolled away. 
- The Lions will be dangerous team, espe- 
more re- : 
laxed approach than - 
Mike Ditka ° 
ever could with all © 
his manic in-your- | 
face screaming, but the rookie coach can : 
_ be thankful he resides in the same division | 
- with the Lions and the Buccaneers. 
maybe he can bounce back from leg | 

- DETROIT LIONS 

he took carrying a heavy workload has - 
taken a toll he no longer can pay. Certainly | 
the Bears will let newly acquired Craig 3 
(Ironhead) Heyward and third-year back | 


cially at home in the Silverdome, but a 
playoff berth seems out of reach. 


TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS 
Predicted 1993 record, finish: 3-13, 
fifth. 
Player on the rise: Reggie Cobb is 


: entering his fourth year with his 
confidence soaring after gaining 1,171 


3 Lions by the Numbers 


Player on the rise: Herman Moore has 3 


When Barry Sanders joined the Lions in 


 '89, Detroit's ground game soared. But the 
round pick in ’91, he caught 51 passes for - 
almost 1,000 yards last season. His 18.9- 
- yard average was best among the NFC’s | 
- top 10 players in receiving yards. He terror- | 
- izes short defensive backs with his height | 
_ and leaping ability, big DBs with his speed. | 
_ Just imagine what he'd do with a polished | 
_ passer. | 

Player on the decline: Outside line- | 
backer Michael Cofer, now 33, is coming — 
_ off a knee injury and figures to be replaced | 
- by Pat Swilling. Cofer figures to play only - 
is a better blocker and short-yardage run- - | 
ner but less of a receiver. Newcomer Tony | 


team rushing totals have fallen off since 89. 
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Buccaneers by the Numbers 


The run defense was solid, but the Bucs’ 
pass defense was a sieve, suurendering a 
league-high 219.4 yards per game. 


Bucs rushing: 104.7 yds. 


NFL rushing: 110.5 yds. 


Bucs passing: 219.4 yds. 


Yards allowed per game 


NFL passing: 187.6 yds. 


yards last season. If Sam Wyche can find a 
quarterback who can keep defenses from 
zeroing in on him, Cobb can pile up big 
numbers for a long time. 

Player on the decline: After tying a 
team record with 174 tackles in 1991, right 
linebacker Broderick Thomas slacked off 
to a still-respectable 113 last year. At 26, he 
should be a rising star, and he might still 
be, but unless he makes a big attitude 
adjustment he could find himself playing 
elsewhere. 

Players on the move: Middle line- 
backer Hardy Nickerson will solidify a spot 
that was woeful in 92, and No. 2 pick 
Demetrius DuBose can help either there 
or outside. The Buccaneers picked up two 
decent starters in fullback Vince Workman 
and cornerback Martin Mayhew and a 
potential pass-rushing star in No. 1 choice 
Eric Curry, who will allow Keith McCants 
to return to linebacker. But this is how 
bizarrely the bumbling Bucs continue to 
operate: They paid big bucks to lure 108- 
year-old Anthony Munoz, who used to be 
the finest left tackle ever, out of retirement, 
and by doing so needlessly alienated their 
best player, offensive lineman Paul Gruber, 


who hadn't missed a single down in his | 


career. 


The bottom line: Perennial disappoint- | 
ment Vinny Testaverde was shown the | 
door and landed in Cleveland, but when the | 


Steelers matched Tampa Bay’s whopping 


offer sheet to the unremarkable Neil | 
O'Donnell, the Bucs were left in a pickle | 


and signed Mark Vlasic. Ugh. Unless 
Wyche suddenly proves himself to be the 
genius he thinks he is, Tampa Bay has the 
worst quarterbacking—Vlasic, Steve 
DeBerg, Craig Erickson, Mike Paw- 
lawski—and the worst team in the league. 
The Buccaneers have lost 10 or more 
games for the past 10 years, and even 
though they reside in the worst division in 
the NFL, No. 11 is on deck. 
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Second-Best 
ont Cut it 


The 49ers have been losing the big ones lately, 
and they want tt to stop right now 


By GARY MYERS 
ay Fr SAN FRANCISCO 
49ERS 

Predicted 1993 
record, finish: 12-4, 
first. 

Player on the rise: 


NFL 


PREVIEW | 
NFG WEST 


revelation in ’92. He 


been a problem. 


Player on the decline: Mike Cofer hit | 
a whopping 80 field goals his first three | 
seasons with the Niners, but he connected | 
on only 14 of 28 in ’91 and 18 of 27 last | 
year. Any problems in training camp, and : 


he could get kicked out of a job. 


Players on the move: The 49ers didn't - 
match Atlanta's offer to their fine defensive - 
| lineman, Pierce Holt, because they (1) ; 
didn’t want to guarantee contracts and (2) | 
thought they could use the money to buy : 
Reggie White. They offered every dime | 
they could to White, but Green Bay offered | 
more, so they lost Holt and White. To make | 


49ers by the Numbers 


Stats can deceive: The 49ers ranked 26th 3 
in pass defense mainly because their oppo- I 


nents let loose a league-high 551 attempts. 


49ers rushing: 88.6 yds. 


NEL rushing: 110.5 yds. 


49ers passing: 210.6 yds. 


Yards allowed per game 


NFL passing: 187.6 yds. 


- matters worse, the Niners also lost their 7 
- best pass-rusher, Tim Harris, to the Eagles. 
- There still are some decent players up 
- front, but no dominating ones. San | 
- Francisco did, however, sign Tim | 
- McDonald, who might be the league's best | 
ee ORG Gy y oes bts eee Se 
. The emergence of Watters as an all-around back re-energized the Niners attack. 

won the starting tail- : 
back job in training camp and then made | 
the Pro Bowl with 1,013 yards, 43 catches, : 
11 touchdowns, and an impressive 4.9 ° 
yards per carry. He's an elusive yet power- ; 
ful runner with 1,000-yard capability every 
year as long as he stays healthy, which has : 


safety, finally filling the void left by Ronnie 
Lott. Joe Montana, of course, is gone, but 
the 49ers have gotten along fine without 


him the past two years—at least until | 
- Steve Young's playoff struggles last year. 
- San Francisco lost out when it picked up | 
_ Mervyn Fernandez to replace third receiv- 
_ er Mike Sherrard. 


The bottom line: The offense should 


- be its usual potent self, but without a domi- 
- nating pass-rusher the defense figures to 
- fall deep into mediocrity. After making it to 
' the NFC title game two of the past three 
- years, San Francisco might struggle to 
- make it that far this year. 


NEW ORLEANS SAINTS 
Predicted 1993 record, finish: 9-7, 


~ second. 
Player on the rise: Vaughn Dunbar led | 


the Saints in rushing as a rookie and with 
enough carries has a chance to be very 


__JEFF CARLICK 


SOU EE ZE Piz, 
THERE ARE TIMES IN LIFE WHEN 
YOU NEED AN ALTERNATIVE. 
STARTER. ts UP TO YOU. 


STARTER. 


T H EE BRAN D 


- CRrIRISTIAN LAETTNER 


KAREN DUFFY 


> a 


When it comes to the top NFL receivers, Andre’s risin’. 


good. Dunbar could double last year’s 565- 
yard total. 
Player on the decline: Steve Walsh. 


Irv Smith should in- 


team at tight end. 

The 
line: The Saints 
offense needs more 
imagination, ageres- 
siveness, and 
firepower if it is to 
make up for an 
aging defense’s 
inevitable decline, 
but with Jim Mora 
and whoever at the 
controls—and man- 


FOCUS ON SPORTS 


bottom of 


- league—that’s unlikely. 


The Saints gave up picks in the first three | 
rounds three years ago for the University | 
of Miami QB, only to find out all those | 


whispers about his lack of arm strength 


were true. Walsh sank to third on the depth | 
chart last year, and when the Saints didn't 
re-sign Bobby Hebert, they went out and | 


obtained journeyman Wade Wilson to com- 
pete with Walsh and Mike Buck. 


Players on the move: Hebert made | 


exasperating and painful mistakes at key 


moments in big games, but he was still a | 
better QB than Wilson ever was, save for : 


Wilson's glorious finish with the Falcons 


last year. Wilson's never had a streak as hot - 
| as that—and he never will again, now that — 
he’s no longer throwing to Andre Rison, | 


Mike Pritchard, and Michael Haynes. The : 


Saints also made a free-agent swap of full- 


Brad Muster, and veteran right tackles, 


Renaldo Turnbull can replace him. Rookie — 


Saints by the Numbers 


The Saints linebackers get a lot of ink, but — 
defensive end Wayne Martin was the team’s — 


No. 1 sacker a year ago. 


Others (17.5) 


31% 


ATLANTA FALCONS 


third. 


loved his athleticism, many thought it 


Montgomery or rookie Roger Harper. 


Players on the move: The Falcons | 
traded for Montgomery and drafted Harper | 
to improve their slowpoke safeties. They - 
- traded for Vinnie Clark and signed free | 
backs, replacing Ironhead Heyward with - . , —_— 

3 When Everett struggles, the whole Rams offense turns into sheep. 
| replacing Stan Brock with Tootie Robbins - _ >; : 
until 1993 No. 1 Willie Roaf is ready. And, of : 
course, New Orleans traded Pat Swilling to | 
the Lions and must hope former No. 1 | 


a 


INSIDE SPORTS 


Player on the rise: Mike Pritchard was =~ 
- a wingback at Colorado, and though scouts | 


1 agent Melvin Jenkins to improve them- 
stantly upgrade the | 


selves at cornerback, where Tim McKyer 


_ talked himself out of a job and Deion 
bottom | 


Sanders is a part-time player. But the 


_ biggest help defensively might come up 
- front, where Pierce Holt is one of the 
- league's best two-way players and Jumpy 
_Geathers is a decent pass-rusher. 
- Unfortunately, free agency cost the Falcons 
_ ast year’s starting guards, Houston Hoover 
- and Bill Fralic; but they might handle those 
_ losses with their past two No. 1 choices, 
- Bob Whitfield and Lincoln Kennedy. 
- Quarterback Bobby Hebert is likely to start 
- the season behind Chris Miller, but if 
agement keeping | 
the payroll near the | 
the | 


Miller gets hurt as he tends to do, the 
Falcons will have a pretty good QB to 
make their version of the run-and-shoot go. 

The bottom line: The offseason moves 


2 should go a long way toward improving a 
. pathetic defense, and the passing offense 
Predicted 1993 record, finish: 6-10, : 


Falcons by the Numbers 


Over the last three seasons Andre Rison has 


only caught seven fewer passes (264-257) 
would take a lot of polish before he'd | 
become a productive pro. Never mind. | 
- Pritchard had 50 catches as a rookie, then | 
- exploded for 77 catches last year. : 
Player on the decline: Free safety | 
- Scott Case didn’t have many steps to lose, - 
and not only has he lost one, but he slides - 
off too many tackles. Maybe he'll be : 
- helped—or replaced—by veteran Alton | 


than the 49ers’ Jerry Rice. 


Receptions 


RICK STEWART/ALLSPORT 


Rams by the Numbers 


After limiting teams to 103.7 rushing 
yards per game in ’91, the Rams surrendered 
139.4 per game (4.8 per carry) in '92. 
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again should be one of the NFL’s most 
explosive, but unless Jerry Glanville gets 
his act together, this could be his last act. 


LOS ANGELES RAMS 

Predicted 1993 record, finish: 5-11, 
fourth. 

Player on the rise: Sean Gilbert has a 
shot at becoming a dominant defensive 
tackle. He’s just 23 years old and is coming 
off a productive rookie season. The Rams 
have been looking for his type of talent 
since Deacon Jones and Merlin Olsen 
called it quits. 

Players on the decline: The wide 
receiver tandem of Henry Ellard and 
Flipper Anderson used to be one of the 
most feared in the business, but Jim 
Everett's inconsistency has put a dent in its 
productivity. The two combined for 85 
catches last season, which used to be a 
good year for Ellard alone. 

Players on the move: The heretofore 
skinflint Rams were surprisingly aggres- 
sive in free agency, spending big bucks to 
lure Shane Conlan and Fred Stokes to help 
out the defense and tackle Irv Eatman to 
replace Gerald Perry, who left for the 
Raiders. Leading sacker Kevin Greene, 
feeling out of place in a 4-3 defense, left for 
the Steelers, but the Rams added two 
starters, Chris Martin of the Chiefs and 
Henry Rolling of the Chargers, to replace 
him. They obtained Leo Goeas to replace 
free agent guard Joe Milinichik. Rookie 
Troy Drayton could start at tight end, No. 1 
Jerome Bettis could be a star fullback, and 
No. 3 Russell White could be a steal at half- 
back. 

The bottom line: Jim Everett can go on 
incredible hot streaks when he has time to 
throw, but he won't get it often enough with 
an offensive line that isn’t as good as it 
used to be. The Rams should be better, but 
they'll stay a step behind the 49ers and 
Saints. 
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| Lhe Bulls are the best in the East, but they wont 


By STEVE HUBBARD 


BUFFALO BILLS 
Predicted 1993 
record, finish: 12-4, 
first. 
Players on the 
rise: It’s a tie between 
two players entering 


NFL 


| | q | 
1 q 1 
| | q 


sive end Phil Hansen 


and safety Henry Jones. Jones tied for the - 


league lead in interceptions with eight and 
went to the Pro Bowl, and Hansen—who 
had eight sacks last year and dominated 


join him in Hawaii this year. 
Player on the decline: Jim Ritcher, a 


do-year-old guard who's starting to fade 
after playing 13 years and a team-record 3 
207 games. “Guys around here talk about | 


being in junior high school in the ’80s,” 
Ritcher says. “I’ll talk about the day 
Kennedy got shot, and they want to know 
what happened to Ted Kennedy,” 


Players on the move: When inside | 
linebacker Carlton Bailey went to the | 
Giants, it wasn't a huge loss; Cornelius 
Bennett already had moved inside to put : 
him on the bench. But when the Bills lost , 


their other inside backer, Shane Conlan, 


that hurt. Conlan isn’t as good as his repu- | : 
| tation—he's hurt too often and exits on | 


Bills by the Numbers 


Thurman Thomas just keeps getting better. 
Both his rushing and receiving numbers have — 


increased during the past two years. 


Se eee 
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as 519 91 91-92: 


46 


their third year, defen- : 


second. 


Players on the rise: It’s a tossup | 
among three young defenders. Bryan Cox, 
a starter in only his second season, | 
- emerged as one of the league's nastiest | 
- pass-rushers. Marco Coleman and Troy | 
- Vincent, in their rookie seasons, improved : 
the defense tremendously and starred in : 


the playofts. 


Player on the decline: The Marks 3 
Brothers, Clayton and Duper, plunged | 


Powe ese 


from a combined 140 catches, 2,138 yards, 


- and 17 touchdowns in 1991 to 87, 1,381, 
and 10 in 1992. Clayton's now with the 
- Packers, and Duper probably will be a 
- backup if he sticks around. 


Players on the move: Clayton wasn't a 


- big loss—he'd become a mouthy malcon- 
- tent and had lost the extra step that made 
_ him Dan Marino's favorite TD target. He'll 
- be more than ably replaced by Irving 
- Fryar, Mark Ingram, and No. 1 choice OJ. 
| ‘ | - McDuffie. The Dolphins signed a tenacious 
have tO WOTTY about losing another Super Bowl - tackle, Ron Heller, to improve the right 
| - side of their offensive line, but they haven't 
_ replaced a quality guard, Harry Galbreath. 
| - Mike Golic will help the interior defense, 
- passing downs—but he was the Bills’ best _ 
- run stuffer. Still, the biggest loss is Will | 
- Wolford, one of the league's best left tack- 
: les. Not only is Wolford no longer around to 
- protect the blind side of the aging, ever- | 
- slower Jim Kelly, but he joined the fast-clos- 
_ ing Colts. Free-agent addition Billy Brooks | 
_ probably will catch more balls than James — 
_ Lofton but won't break as many big plays. 
_ The bottom line: The Bills still have © | 
- more talent than anyone else in the AFC | 
_ East, but the Dolphins are close, and the | 
- Colts are catching up quickly. 
with huge plays in the postseason—might | 
- MIAMI DOLPHINS : 
Predicted 1993 record, finish: 10-6, © 


and rookie Terry Kirby must come through 
because backs Tony Paige and Bobby 


- Humphrey probably will be gone. McDuffie 
- willimprove a poor return game. 


The bottom line: The 92 Dolphins won 


‘ six games in the fourth quarter, three on 


last-second field goals by Pete Stoyanovich; 
as good as Marino and Stoyanovich are, 


Dolphins by the Numbers 


Five seasons ago Dan Marino was sacked 


~ just seven times. Now he hits the turf almost 
- as much as the average quarterback. 
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Dolphins 


'91 


"89 "90 "92 


- Jackson won't have to carry Miami’s attack by himself—but he e probably could. 


TOM DIPFACE 


ss 
= 
= 
i 
= 
=] 
=a 
= 


rk 
“} Mite : Re ef Wied! 
r ot mak Se fat! Hay iv lace ai sie ei te : 
7 by my Pate aay é 
hg en Sh Fisy 


4 . — a 
ee 
eee a 
e 
u 2 
Z 


A oa, vat Ps ing tng 
_2 ee PWidbins: 
i ms f rei 


Fr] 


ety 


Kenneth Davis ae the Bills should outrun Miami in ‘the division, but they’re no longer sae cream cok the Ganforance: 


Miami can’t count on late heroics every | 


year. 


INDIANAPOLIS COLTS 
Predicted 1993 record, finish: 8-8, 
third. 


decades to select the first two players in 


the draft, and they found two winners in © 
defensive lineman Steve Emtman and line- | 
backer Quentin Coryatt, whose tenacity | 


matches their talent. 


Player on the decline: Dean Biasucci | 
connected on 79% of his field goals from : 
1987 through 1990 but only 56% the past | 
two years. You don’t win many close games | 


with that kind of “accuracy.” 
Players on the move: Two high-priced 


free agents, center Kirk Lowdermilk and 3 
left tackle Will Wolford, will vastly upgrade : 


an offensive line that has been a non-run- | 
ning joke. However, Wolford has a shoulder - 
problem that probably will sideline him at - 
- alack of flat-out speed. 


season's start. Indy’s best possession 


= _ Colts by the Numbers : 


Players on the rise: The ’92 Colts | 
became the first team in more than three | 


in rushing in ’91 and "92, and 28th and 26th 
in rushing defense during the same span. 


Colts rushing: 68.9 yds. 


Opponents rushing: 135.9 yds. 


Colts rushing: 73.1 yds. 


1992 


1991 


Opponents rushing: 145.4 yds. 


SEPTEMBER 1993 


| fourth. 


receiver, Billy Brooks, signed with Buffalo, 
but the Colts hope No. 1 pick Sean 
Dawkins can be a big-play receiver despite 


The bottom line: The Colts have a 
young and improving nucleus, but even 


_ coach Ted Marchibroda admits they need 
The Colts have ranked 28th—dead last— 7 


more talent before they can challenge the 
Bills and Dolphins. 


NEW YORK JETS 


Predicted 1993 record, finish: 6-10, 


Player on the rise: Tight end Johnny 
Mitchell has great athletic ability but 


: rarely displayed it during a 16-catch rookie 


season. However, plays like his 37-yard TD 


3 against Miami—when he broke three tack- 
- les and faked out two other defenders—get 
- everyone excited about his potential. 


Player on the decline: The Jets traded 


47 


—— 


for a fading, high-priced quarterback, for- 3 
- Anderson). 
could repeat his glory years when Jets | 


mer Bengal Boomer Esiason, hoping he 


coach Bruce Coslet was his coordinator at 


dying, and New York won't be the Fountain 
of Youth. 


able to teach the Jets many underachievers 


enough left to actually make the Jets win- 
ners. At least the Jets lost no one of 
significance in free agency and fared well 
on draft day, getting an impact linebacker 
(Marvin Jones), a former star running back 
(Johnny Johnson), and two potential star 


last season, while their defense remained 
mired in mediocrity. 
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Read our lips: George has promise, but he’s got to get the job done in ’93. 


- Vincent Brown, a big and 
- nasty run-stuffing linebacker, 
- has led the team in tackles 
_ the past two years and would 
- be a shoo-in for the Pro Bowl 
- if he made more big plays or 
- the Patriots won more games. 

- plays. 
The Jets offense plummeted to new depths 
- Andre Tippett doesn’t ring up 
- double-digit sack totals any- 


- the Pats’ paltry 20 sacks last 


- in spurts, and he'll be 34 this 
“year. 


3 Just about all of them. Either 
- new coach Bill Parcells has a 
- mandate to change or stock in 


: Marv Cook will have to 
- wait a bit before he sees 
- any passes from Bledsoe. 


7 a, an 
7 Na 


running backs (Adrian Murrell and Richie 


or upper-echelon players on both sides of 
the ball,” says GM Dick Steinberg. “We 
either need some of our guys to develop 
into those kinds of players, or we need to 


- get them [from] someplace else.” Or else 
- Coslet and maybe even Steinberg might 

Players on the move: The Jets paid - 
big bucks for past-their-prime players such - 
as Esiason, Ronnie Lott, Leonard Marshall, - 
and Eric Thomas. Those guys might be | 
- finish: 4-12, fifth. 
what it takes to win, but they don’t have — 


not be around much longer, either. 


NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS 
Predicted 1993 record, 


Player on the rise: 


He'd better work on the big 


Player on the decline: 


more, but he still had seven of 


year. However, he played only 


Players on the move: 


INSIDE SPORTS 


MESURRRCROMUOT gn ns | 


AL 


4 (™ 8 7 Patriots by the Numbers 


The Pats punt more often than any team. 


- In the last five seasons they've led the AFC 
| © three times and finished second last year. 


105 


Patriots 


- Mayflower van lines. Parcells signed a slew 
- of free agents, but not many are any good. 
. Bill Lewis and Steve Trapilo should 
- upgrade what was a woeful line, but Scott 
- Secules is mostly a warm body until the 
The bottom line: “Teams that go a long | 
- way have three or four dominating players 
Cincinnati. Forget about it. Coslet says | 
Boomer got into some bad habits, tried to - 
do too much, and didn’t have enough help - 
around him. More likely, Boomer’s arm is ~ 


draft’s first choice, Drew Bledsoe, is ready 


- to start at quarterback. Bledsoe is the 
club's future, so Parcells won't get him 
- killed in what will be another throwaway 
- season. Parcells dumped a better QB than 
- Secules, Hugh Millen, and traded two of 
- his better players, Irving Fryar and John 
- Stephens. 


The bottom line: Don’t look for good 


- news anytime soon. 
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No assembly/ Regultes eters Requires 
disassembly required assembly/ disassembly x NO assembly/disassembly 
between exercises. —|' between exercises. | between exercises. 


Leg Extension | Permits both leg extensions Costs | BUT...Leg unit included 
Unit included and lying leg curls. $300 extra. (4) doesn't permit lying 


leg curls. 


| | BUT... You must 
Butterfly Unit | No Costs AYES assemble before each use, 
included | extra cost. | $200 extra. ‘ and disassemble to use 
bench press. 


Strength | HEALTHMAX strengthens BUT... You must 
conditioning for all five: arms, legs, vA YES purchase $500 in extra VAS YES BUT...Why would 
all five major abdominals, back and ezucresepies oc = ; you pay $700 more 
muscle groups 4 pectorals. He Neca and pecs: than HEALTHMAX? 
6 i | Padded bench is a full Padded bench is only 40/4" Padded 40" bench is short, 
Commoraple 47" long, 12" wide, anda x NO Jong, making some lying x NO narrow (only 9" wide), and 
7 comfortable 20" high. | down exercises awkward. | too high (24") off the ground. 


Hydraulic | | Adjusts to your personal | Uses rubber bands Uses complicated 
cylinder resistance | resistance level with a x NO. which must be changed | x NO cord/pulley/mechanical 
system simple twist of a dial. to vary resistance level. resistance system. 


Full refund If not satisfied, we will You pay over You pay 


of return freight __Tefund your cost, x NO $85 to return. It must go | x NO about $27 to return 


if unit returned Seed fetien agit by truck to Oregon! by UPS. 


| Z ; | BUT... At 4 payments of 
Payable Beeeey war ee vA YES cpt | VA YES, 3250, each netlEneAt is 
| | 


in installments of just $36.56! $39 per mon : 
($49.00 5/H added to firstinstallment.) | the Spe 2 YEARS! anos pees as the total 


When you compare, the choice is easy... it’s HEALTHMAX ! 


Let’s face it, when all is said and done, what you really want is a body like this. Until 
now, that meant spending $1,000 or more for a Soloflex or NordicFlex Gold. But now 
the secret is out... HEALTHMAX gives you as much —and more—for up to $700 less! 

So call today to get the hard body you want for just $329. And while youre at it, take the 
$600—$700 you'll save and buy yourself a reward. 


coy opaeat 1-800-367-4534 


NordicFlex Gold is a trademark of NordicTrack, Inc. : HEALTHMAX : : 
Soloflex is a registered trademark of Soloflex, Inc. 47 Richards Avenue * Norwalk, CT 06857 ©1993 MBI 


The Clock Is 
Ticking 


Houston has the talent—now the Oilers have 


By STEVE HUBBARD 


record, finish: 11-5, 
first. 
Player on the rise: 


ar, 


| PREVIEW 
AFG CENTRAL 


Mike Munchak and 


Bruce Matthews in the tradition of fine © 
Oilers linemen. The Oilers can only hope | 
that another No. 1 pick, Brad Hopkins, can : 


| join them as a rookie starter at left tackle. 


old and breaking down. 


Givins, Lorenzo White). 


The bottom line: The Oilers must quit : 
complaining—and quit quitting. They're : 


Oilers by the Numbers 3 


An injury kept Warren Moon from reach- : 
ing his normal TD numbers in "92, but over : 


the last five years his TD-int. ratio impresses. 
25 — 


Touchdowns 


ho 
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Interceptions 


Warren Moon 
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HOUSTON OILERS | 
Predicted 1993 | 


David Williams is | 
emerging as a quality - 
right tackle, following - 


to get the job done before they get too old 


getting old, and if their best shot at the 


second. 


Player on the rise: Barry Foster rose 7 
- about as far as possible last year, and he | 
won't surprise anyone this year. But last | 
year's No. 1 pick, Leon Searcy, could. He's a | 
big, nasty right tackle who spent last year | 
- apprenticing under Tunch Ilkin before the | 
Player on the decline: Munchak has — | 
| gone to eight Pro Bowls, but he's getting | 


master left for the Packers. 


Player on the decline: The Steelers | 
: cleaned out a couple of underachieving No. | 

Players on the move: The Oilers lost a | 
decent left tackle, Don Maggs, necessitat- 
| ing Hopkins’ addition. Former Pro Bow! 
| cornerback Jerry Gray didn't fit the blitzing - 
style of new defensive coordinator Buddy | 
Ryan and was released. Before camp ends, | 
many more moves are likely among play- - 
ers who are disgruntled (Ray Childress, — 
Sean Jones), in Ryan’s doghouse (Lamar 
Lathon), or unsigned (Al Smith, Ernest ° 


INSIDE SPORTS 


In 92 the Steelers handed off to Foster, and he carried them to the playoffs. 


— 


1 choices last year, and unless Tim Worley 
and Eric Green—who have wasted their 
talents with sloth, injuries, and drugs— 
clean up their acts, they could be next. 
Players on the move: The Steelers lost 


- a promising young pass-rusher in line- 
- backer Jerrol Williams but got a proven 
- one in linebacker Kevin Greene. They wait- 
ed until the last moment to match Tampa 
- Bay’s whopping offer sheet for their start- 
- ing quarterback, Neil O’Donnell, and then 
held on to him even when the Bucs offered 
- a No. 1 pick that could have been the pass- 
_ rushing end the Steelers so sorely need. 
_ Instead of having Bubby Brister at QB and 


| Steelers by the Numbers 


_ Super Bowl hasn't passed already, it almost - 
_ certainly will if they don’t make it this year. 


_ PITTSBURGH STEELERS 
Predicted 1993 record, finish: 10-6, | 


They're not Swann and Stallworth, but the 
Steelers’ Jeff Graham and Dwight Stone pro- 
duced decent numbers last season. 


Others (1451) 


48% 


FOCUS ON SPORTS 


TOM [HPACE 


— 5 


Houston's scoring juggernaut rolis on, but the defense has to hold up its end. 


Eric Curry at DE, they kept O’Donnell and | 
waived Brister, a decent player whose | 
mouth got him in trouble. Ilkin is just | 
about done and would have been no more | 
 Turner—if he can stay healthy. He missed 
Jones signed with New England, but the | 


than a backup. Alleged sackmeister Aaron 


Steelers will lose a lot more penalties than 
sacks, Louis Lipps is back, but he’s still 
washed up. 


mine the won-lost record; the Steelers can't 
seem to live with their star running back, 
and they can’t win without him. 


CLEVELAND BROWNS 


eight games as a rookie and still had 84 


in bunches, too. 


SEPTEMBER 1993 


doesn't have nearly the power or touch he | 
- once had on his throws, and his ability to 
escape the rush, always minimal, now is 
Predicted 1993 record, finish: 8-8, 
| third. 3 
Player on the rise: Free safety Eric ; 
decent starters—wideout Mark Carrier, 
. guard Houston Hoover, and cornerback 
_ tackles, then missed three more starts last 
' year and still had 119. If he puts it all : 
_ together, he'll start collecting interceptions - 
The bottom line: The resolution of ; 
Foster's annual holdout could well deter- : 


_ virtually non-existent, 


Players on the move: The Browns 
were active in free agency, obtaining three 


Najee Mustafaa—plus the much-maligned 
Vinny Testaverde as insurance for Kosar. 
The only player of significance they lost 


- was Mark Bavaro, the only NFL-caliber 
Player on the decline: Quarterback | 
' Bernie Kosar—because he can’t stay | 
- healthy. Only 29, Kosar has taken so much | 
- abuse to his arm, elbow, and legs that he | 


tight end on the roster. The Browns hope 
No. 1 pick Steve Everitt can fill a big hole 
in the offensive line. Cleveland traded for 
nose tackle Jerry Ball, who can stuff the | 
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middle as well as anyone when he’s not 
stuffing his face or complaining about his 
contract, which isn't often. 

The bottom line: If Bill Belichick 
doesn't take the mute button off his mouth 


have to keep his vow to sell the club if the 


under his hand-picked coach. 


CINCINNATI BENGALS 


Predicted 1993 record, finish: 3-13, _ It’ll take more than Pickens’ pass-catching skills to pull Cincy into the picture. 


fourth. 


Player on the rise: Carl Pickens was | 
the NFL offensive rookie of the year. It | 
wasn't a particularly good year for offensive - 
rookies, and Pickens only scratched at his - 
potential, but he did catch 26 passes and © 
average 12.7 yards per punt return. He has | 


the talent to be a perennial Pro Bowler. 


Player on the decline: Tim Krumrie. : 


Browns by the Numbers 3 


Since Bill Belichick arrived as head coach, 
the Browns have made a big improvement in | 


rushing defense. Any coincidence? 
135 
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He’s been crunched mercilessly, but Kosar still is the best the Browns have. 


- The intense nose tackle led the Bengals in 
- tackles for the fifth time in eight years, but 
he’s never been quite as mobile since that ; 
ugly broken leg in Super Bowl XXIII, and 
- he will be 33 this season. 

and his offense, then owner Art Modell will | 


Players on the move: Boomer Esiason 


' was just about finished, and the Bengals 
Browns don’t become a top-echelon team | 


weren't going to win anyway, so it made 


- sense to trade him to the Jets and let David | 
- Klingler move in as QB. Anthony Munoz’s : 


Passing percentage 
a 
er) 
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3 aki Bengals by the Numbers 


Since ‘88 the Bengals’ passing percentage 


3 has gone south while the opposition has been 
flirting with the 60% mark. 


60% 


Opponents 


ui 
@ 
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: departure creates a yawning hole for the 


Bengals at left tackle. Eric Thomas signed 


- with the Jets; Cincinnati signed two mar- 
- ginal cornerbacks, Michael Brim and 
- Sheldon White, to fill in. Wideout Tim 
- McGee signed with the Skins and tight end 


Rodney Holman with the Lions, but as 


- poorly as they played, that was good news. 


The bottom line: The Bengals are in 


for a never-ending rebuilding process 
- unless they start shelling out some bucks 
- to keep their established players and find 
- some others. They show no willingness to 


do so. 


What Dick Butkus did wear was Chic ago. top-soil. Tape on’ his 
ee ; _ br oken finger S. And the: blood of those who trespassed against 
him. Dick Butkus played for the love of the came not the glamour.” 

He embodied the pure passion that drove football: in its glory ) years.’ 
| It was a different style of play. A sty le preservec d by T hrowbacks 
| ~ the NEL vintage clothing collection. NFL T hrowbacks i iS 
iiep i ed | by t the or iginal game jer: seys, jackets, caps, and 


| equipment worn by teams of a differ ent era. Teams 


like the. GC anton Bulldogs. The Monster s of the | 


ves ay. = And the.” 456 Giants. 
| The NEL. Throw bac ks C ollection 


returns you. to Sunday afternoons when 


Allthe girs and gliry.of pre footballs 
legendary eras are yours wath Throwbacks™, 
the NFL's bie'nt vintage apparel and atcessones, 
: 


Dick Butkus and other gridiron gladia- 
tors left everything they had on the ~ 
football field. Everything. 


(Except earrings.) 
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AMERICAN NEEDLE, CHAMPION. /DeLONG, LONG GONE, MIRAGE,, RUTMEG MILLS, , RIDDELL, ROMAN PRO, STARTER 


Look for Throwbacks at a store near you. se your official RFL Cat dlog, send l. 00 to NFL Catalog, 10812 Alder Circle, Suite 5969 Dallas, TX. 75238 
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By STEVE HUBBARD 
KANSAS CITY 


CHIEFS 


first. 


NFL 


time playmaker. The 
rookie 
intercepted seven passes last year, even 
though he split his time between the start- 
ing lineup and nickel-back duty. He scored 


return average. 
Okoye ran for 1,480 yards in 1989 and 
per-carry average, but fell off to 448 yards 


Nightmare will be 32 in August and will be 


runner between the tackles. 


Players on the move: The trade for | 
Joe Montana finally gives the Chiefs the | 
topnotch quarterback they've needed to go | 
beyond merely making the playoffs. David © [ 
Whitmore, also acquired in that 49ers deal, = | 
could start at strong safety. Marcus Allen is | 
no longer a feature back, but he gives the _ 


Chiefs by the Numbers 


The Chiefs running attack ranked third in 3 
the NFL in ’91 but plummeted to a No. 23 - 


ranking last season. 


1992 


1991 


o4 


Player on the rise: - 
Dale Carter is a big- : 


elcome to 
wel : 
Joe's Joint 


Joe Montana and his healthy elbow have turned 
the Chiefs into Super Bowl contenders 


- Chiefs the all-purpose running back Okoye | 
- and Barry Word were either unable or | 

Predicted 1993. 
record, finish: 11-5, | 


> Injury. 
cornerback | 
anew scheme and its terminology, and the - 
_ Chiefs don’t have all the personnel to make - 
- the new offense click immediately, but if 
three times on interceptions and punt - 
returns, and finished seventh in punt- ; 
_ Chiefs should be a force by playoff time. 
Player on the decline: Christian | 

SAN DIEGO CHARGERS 

1,031 in 1991, with a combined 4.2 yards- ; 


_ Player on the rise: Junior Seau. As 
- good as his 1992 statistics are, they only 


3 Seattle's Cortez Kennedy might have been 
_ the biggest defensive impact players in the 
_ league last year, and Seau was only 23. 
- Amazing. 

- Player on the decline: Nobody, really. 
- This is a very young team. Only cornerback 
Gill Byrd has more than 10 years of experi- 
ence, and though he might have slowed a 
- trace, he was an All-Pro and a Pro Bowl 
starter. 

_ Players on the move: GM Bobby 
- Beathard has assembled a talented young 


hint at his effect on a game. He and | 


- team, one that got a tiny bit better with | 


every response to a free-agent departure. 
- Guard David Richards was replaced by for- 
unwilling to be. Lineman David Lutz was | 
lost in free agency, but Danny Villa was | 
added, and he better fits the new offensive | 
scheme. Bill Maas also was lost, but Dino - 
Hackett returns after losing a season to » 


Chargers by the Numbers 


One of the premier deep threats in the 
NFL, Anthony Miller represented 29% of the 
_ Chargers passing attack a year ago. 

The bottom line: It takes time to learn | a 


N. Lewis (580) 
16% 
Montana and halfback Harvey Williams - a 0 50) 
stay healthy—admittedly big ifs—the - re. Harenanieai) 2c 

| 25% 


Others (1060) 
29% 


J 


Predicted 1993 record, finish: 10-6, 


~ second. 

and a 3.1 average last year. The Nigerian | ) 
| The Chargers can forget it: This year the Chiefs say they’re going nowhere. 

asked to become a blocker and receiver | : Eas 

when his only real talent is as a featured | 


af 
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ANTHONY NESTE 


©1993 R.J. REYNOLDS TOBACCO CO. 


TASTE & VALU 
HE PERFECT PAIR. 


No one pairs taste and value like Doral. It’s the winning deal 
that’s made Doral America’s Favorite Value Brand. 


SURGEON GENERAL'S WARNING: Smoking | cCOAMERICNS FAVORITE VALUE BRAND | 
By Pregnant Women May Result in Fetal | | ronan st ieee aha 


Injury, Premature Birth, And Low Birth Weight. 


15 mg. “tar”, 1.1 mg. nicotine av. per cigarette by FIC method. 


e 


mer Ram Joe Milinichik, tackle Broderick 
Thompson by the Saints’ Stan Brock. | 


Linebacker Henry Rolling was replaced by 


Tony Blaylock by No. 1 choice Darrien 


Broncos by the Numbers 


He may be one of the best QBs ever in the 
clutch, but John Elway’s yards-per-pass- 
attempt figures are no more than ordinary. 


7.9 


= 
to 
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Yards per pass attempt 


- third. 
_ Player on the rise: Shannon Sharpe— ~ 
- the younger brother of Sterling, the - 
_ Packers’ Pro Bowl receiver—made a name ~ 
' for himself last year when he led the - 
_ Broncos with 53 catches. Expect more this - 
- year. ; 
_ Player on the decline: Vance Johnson's — 
- reception totals plunged in the last four | 
- years from 76 to 54 to 21 to 24. Blame the | 
- fall partly on injuries, partly on a lost step. — 


Okoye’s still a heavy-duty punisher, but he may play a diminished role in '93. 


That was Beathard’s only debatable move. 
He already was blessed with backs, and — 
- last time he gave away his No. 1 for a No. 2, 
the Steelers’ Jerrol Williams, cornerback | 


another receiver, but mostly they need 


Predicted 1993 record, finish: 9-7, 


INSIDE SPORTS 


The Broncos hope to get at 
least one more season out of 
him. 

Players on the move: 
The Broncos struck boldly 
in free agency and sent line- 
men’s salaries soaring when 
they signed the Oilers’ Don 
Maggs and the Vikings’ 
Brian Habib. Those two will 
anchor the left side of the 
line. Rod Bernstine was 
lured from San Diego, and 
as long as he’s healthy— 
which usually isn’t long—he 
should put up good numbers 
as arunner and big numbers 
as a receiver. But former 
Broncos coach Dan Reeves 
lured possession receiver 
Mark Jackson and, more 
importantly, Pro Bow] line- 
backer Michael Brooks to 
the Giants. 

The bottom line: The 
Broncos laugh off the notion 
that John Elway isn't enough 
of a touch passer to operate 
a 49ers-style system, but 
have our eyes deceived us 
for the past decade? 


LOS ANGELES 
RAIDERS 

Predicted 1993 record, 
finish: 7-9, fourth. 

Player on the rise: 


KIRK SCHLEG 


_ Anthony Smith, L.A’s No. 1 pick in 1990, 


led the team with 13 sacks and six forced 


' fumbles despite playing only on passing 
he got Eric Moten and the Redskins got © 
- Desmond Howard. 
Gordon. Rod Bernstine was replaced when | 
Beathard traded away his 94 No. 1 to move | 
up in the second round for Natrone Means. _ 


downs. If he can become a force against 


3 the run, too, watch out. 
The bottom line: The Chargers need | 


Players on the decline: Take your 


- pick: This season Vince Evans will be 38, 
quarterback Stan Humphries to prove he's 
- the real deal. They could repeat as division | 
champions if K.C’s offense doesn’t click, 
- but against a first-place schedule their - 
_ record probably won't show the improve- 
- ment they'll make. : 


Max Montoya and James Lofton 37, Jeff 
Gossett 36, Steve Wright 34, Howie Long, 


_ Willie Gault, and Lionel Washington 33, 


Raiders by the Numbers 


The Raiders had a formidable two-man 


: pass rush in ‘92: Anthony Smith and Howie 
_ Long combined for 22 of the team’s 46 sacks. 


A. Wallace (4 


G. Townseng 
11% 
Others (15) 

33% 
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UD TO Regular Rates | 
Why stay in a room when you and your 
family can have a complete home away from 
home for a comparable cost? All villas feature 
| living room; dining area; complete kitchen with 
| all appliances, cookware, and serveware; and 
| color TV’s. Larger villas may include jacuzzi tub, 
| wet bar, washer/dryer, and other luxury 
appointments. Resorts include pools and tennis, 
while some offer indoor racquetball, jacuzzis, 
saunas, paddleboats, 
fishing and more. 
Come to Orlando 
and live in style 
| ata price you 
can afford. 


VACATION VILLAS ONLY MINUTES FROM scar 


ONE BEDROOM VILLA 
Two Baths ¢ Sleeps up to 4 
Regular Rate °945 wk. week 


978 per night 


TWO BEDROOM VILLA $ : a iG 
Two Baths Sleeps up to 6 
Regular Rate °1225 wk. week 


2104 per night 


THREE BEDROOM is $ 
Two Baths @ Sleeps up to 10 ] 166. 
Regular Rate *2331 wk. week 


Includes many extra amenities >] 6/ per night | 


FOR RESERVATIONS, CALL 


1-800-964-5976 


ASK ABOUT OUR SPECIAL RATES AT OTHER 


CONDO, RESORTS NATIONWIDE! 


*Price includes all required room taxes. Prices subject to change. Some restrictions apply. 


Kennedy’s a terror for Seattle’s defense, but teams that can’t score don’t win. 


Greg Townsend and Don Mosebar 32. No, 
George Allen isn’t in charge of personnel in 
L.A. It only seems that way. 


make an offer for free-agent Jay Schroeder, 


an inconsistent QB who made a lot of mis- 
takes. They lost multitalented but fading | 
and disgruntled Marcus Allen and picked : 
- SEATTLE SEAHAWKS 3 
| Predicted 1993 record, finish: 3-13, 
: fifth. 3 
Player on the rise: Chris Warren. Prior | 
- to last season everyone thought Seattle ; 
- should make a big trade or draft move to | 
- get a great halfback, but coach Tom Flores : 
thought Warren, a 1990 fourth-round | 
choice from little Ferrum College, would : 


up an inconsistent, injury-prone scatback, 


Gaston Green. They lost Reggie McElroy : 


after signing a better left tackle, Gerald 


Perry. They traded Mervyn Fernandez and : 


replaced him with an even older wideout, 
James Lofton. They probably will add 
Rocket Ismail and drop Eric Dickerson. 


They drafted Patrick Bates, who might | 
replace fiery safety Ronnie Lott in cover- : 


58 


- age but never intimidation or leadership. 
' They signed Joe Kelly in their never-end- : 
ing attempt to corner the market on | 
Players on the move: Take a deep | : 
breath: The Raiders signed Jeff Hostetler, a 
mobile quarterback who doesn’t make a lot : 
of mistakes—or big plays—and declined to | 


mediocre linebackers. 
The bottom line: The Raiders made a 


problems. 


INSIDE SPORTS 


come through. And he did, running 
for 1,017 yards and averaging 4.6 
yards per attempt despite absolutely 
no help from the other 10 offensive 
players. 

Player on the decline: Rueben 
Mayes ran for 1,353 yards as a New 
Orleans rookie in 1986 but ripped 
up his Achilles tendon in 1989 and 
missed that season, played a year, 
then retired. He tried to come back 
last year, but Warren relegated him 
to a bit role. 

Players on the move: Most of 
the offensive line is moving—not a 
bad idea considering last year’s inep- 
titude. Andy Heck, who moved from 
left tackle to left guard last year, 
moves to right tackle this year. Bill 
Hitchcock moves from right tackle 
to right guard. Free spirit Mitch 
Frerotte, a Harley-driving, face- 
painting, touchdown-scoring Bills 
backup, arrives from Buffalo to back 
up the Seahawks at left guard. Ray 
Donaldson, a former Pro Bowler 
who could be washed up, moves 
from Indy to challenge center Joe 
Tofflemire. Miami tight end Ferrell 
Edmunds, who gets open but drops 
too many passes and misses too 
many blocks, and Dallas backup 
Kelvin Martin, a big-play return man 
and a pretty good wideout, will boost 
the receiving corps. The Seahawks 
made Notre Dame quarterback Rick 
Mirer the draft’s No. 2 pick and 
released former first-round pick and 
big-time bust Kelly Stouffer. 
= : The bottom line: The Seahawks 
|8 are the only NFL team to finish in 

® the top 10 in total defense each of 

the past three years, but that doesn't 

matter. Edmunds, Martin, and a 


: healthy Brian Blades and John L. Williams 


will help, and the schedule is easy, but 
Mirer and Seattle aren't ready to win. m 


3 Seahawks by the Numbers 


lot of moves but not a lot of progress in the | 
- offseason. It’s simplistic to say a new quar- | 
- terback—unless we're talking Steve Young ; 
or Dan Marino—will overcome all their : 


The Seahawks were bad on first and sec- 
ond down but downright lousy on third down, 
converting a league-low 26% of the time. 


: Seahawks 1992: 26.6% 


: Opponents 1992: 32.6% 


: Seahawks 1991: 34.7% 


Opponents 1991: 35.5% 


WE COVER 
THE GAME: 


COSTACOS BROTHERS 
POSTERS 
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NBA/FANTASY 

ATLANTA HAWKS/Stacey Augmon - TO SOAR 

BOSTON CELTICS/Larry Bird - THE LEGEND 

BOSTON 1 ba Lewis - SHOOT TO THRILL 
BOSTON CELTICS/Dee Brown - BOSTON in PARTY 
CHARLOTTE HORNETS/Larry Johnson - 

CHARLOTTE HORNETS/Larry Johnson - GRANDMAMA 
CHARLOTTE HORNETS/Alonzo Mourning - A.M, 

CHICAGO BULLS/Michael Jordan - AERIAL ASSAULT 
CHICAGO BULLS/Scottie pe - AIR RAID 

CHICAGO BULLS/Saturday Night Live - "DA BULLS" 
CLEVELAND CAVALIERS/Mark Price - MARK OF EXCELLENCE 
DENVER NUGGETS/Dikembe Mutombo - THE FEAR... 
GOLDEN STATE WARRIORS/Tim Hardaway - DIE HARDER 
GOLDEN STATE WARRIORS/Chris Mullin - OUTER LIMITS 
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NFL QUARTERBACK CLUB 

ATLANTA FALCONS/Chris Miller 

BUFFALO BILLS/Jim Kelly 

CHICAGO BEARS/Jim Harbaugh 

DALLAS COWBOYS/Troy Aikman 

DENVER BRONCOS/John Elway 

HOUSTON OILERS/Warren Moon 
PHILADELPHIA EAGLES/Randall Cunningham 


GOLDEN STATE WARRIORS/Sarunas Marciulionis - WHAT A LONG STRANGE TRIP... NHL/FANTASY 


LOS ANGELES CLIPPERS/Ron Harper - DRIVING FORCE 
MINNESOTA TIMBERWOLVES/Christian Laettner - CHRISTIAN LAETTNER 
MIAMI HEAT/Glen Rice - GREAT BALLS OF FIRE 

NEW JERSEY NETS/Derrick Coleman - DELIVERANCE 

ORLANDO MAGIC/Shaquille O'Neal - FUTURE SHOCK 

PHOENIX SUNS/Charles Barkley - DESERT STORM 

PORTLAND TRAIL BLAZERS/Clyde Drexler - GLIDE 

PORTLAND TRAIL BLAZERS/Cliff Robinson - CLIFF HANGER 
PHOENIX SUNS/Dan Majerle - THUNDER’S IN THE AIR 
SACRAMENTO KINGS/Mitch Richmond - SCORELORD 

SAN ANTONIO SPURS/David Robinson - se 4 ATTENTION 
SEATTLE SUPERSONICS/Shawn Kemp - REIGN 

UTAH JAZZ/Karl Malone - MAILMAN 

UTAH JAZZ/John Stockton - POINT BREAK 


NBA JAM SESSION 

CHARLOTTE HORNETS - KENDALL GILL 
CHICAGO BULLS - SCOTTIE PIPPEN 
CHICAGO BULLS - MICHAEL JORDAN 
PHOENIX SUNS - CHARLES BARKLEY 
NEW YORK KNICKS - PATRICK EWING 
ORLANDO MAGIC - SHAQUILLE O'NEAL 
SAN ANTONIO SPURS - DAVID ROBINSON 


MLB/FANTASY 
ATLANTA BRAVES/John Smoltz & Tom Glavine - THE FIRING SQUAD 
ATLANTA BRAVES/N.L. Championship - MIRACLE IN THE NINTH 
BALTIMORE ORIOLES/Cal Ripken Jr. - MVP 
BALTIMORE ORIOLES/Harold Reynolds - TURNING POINT 
CHICAGO CUBS/Mark Grace - GRACELAND 
CHICAGO CUBS/Ryne Sandberg - BLUE HEAVEN 
CHICAGO WHITE SOX/Tim Raines, Robin Ventura, Jack McDowell, 

Bobby Thi duet & Steve Sax - FIELD OF DREAMS 
CHICAGO SOX/Frank Thomas - THE BIG HURT 
CHICAGO WHITE SOX/Robin Ventura - HOT CORNER 
COLORADO ROCKIES/David Nied - NIED FOR SPEED 
DETROIT TIGERS/Cecil Fielder - BIG DADDY 
LOS ANGELES DODGERS/Eric Karros - THE ARTFUL DODGER 
LOS ANGELES DODGERS/Darry! Strawberry, Eric Davis 

& Brett Butler - TRIPLE THREAT 
LOS ANGELES DODGERS/Darryl eer HOLLYWOOD 
MINNESOTA TWINS/Kirby Puckett - KIRB 
NEW YORK METS/Bobby Bonilla - THE AMAZIN MET 
OAKLAND ATHLETICS/Rickey Henderson - LETHAL WEAPON 
OAKLAND ATHLETICS/Rickey Henderson - THE MAN OF STEAL 
TEXAS RANGERS/Nolan Ryan - FLAMETHROWER 
TORONTO BLUE JAYS/Roberto Alomar - 2ND TO NONE 
TORONTO BLUE JAYS/Pat Borders - BORDER PATROL 


TORONTO BLUE JAYS/1992 World Series Championship - WORLD CHAMPIONS 


NFL/FANTASY ps 
ATLANTA FALCONS/Deion Sanders - BIG TIME 

BUFFALO BILLS/Thurman Thomas - THURMANATOR 

DALLAS COWBOYS/Troy Aikman - STRONG ARM OF THE LAW 
DALLAS COWBOYS/Emmitt Smith - TEXAS TWISTER 

DALLAS COWBOYS/Emmitt Smith - CATCH 22 

DALLAS COWBOYS/Michael Irvin - PLAYMAKER 

DETROIT pth Sanders - ROARING 20 

GREEN BAY PACKERS/Don Majkowski - MAJIK MAN 
INDIANAPOLIS COLTS/Steve Emtman - HORSEPOWER 
KANSAS CITY CHIEFS/Kansas City Defense - THE TRIBE 
KANSAS CITY CHIEFS/Derrick Thomas - SACRED GROUND 
KANSAS CITY CHIEFS/Christian Okoye - NIGERIAN NIGHTMARE 
LOS ANGELES RAIDERS/Todd Marinovich - BLACK SUNDAY 
MIAMI DOLPHINS/Dan Marino - TROPICAL STORM 

NEW YORK GIANTS/Lawrence Taylor, Carl Banks 

& et Johnson - BADFELLAS 

NEW ORLEANS SAINTS/Pat Swilling - SEARCH & DESTROY 
SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS/Jerry Rice - COMMEMORATIVE 
TAMPA BAY BUCS/Broderick Thomas - THE SANDMAN 
WASHINGTON REDSKINS/Art Monk - ART OF RECEIVING 


BOSTON BRUINS/Ray Bourque - SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
CALGARY FLAMES/Theoren Fleury - FIRE ON ICE 
DETROIT RED WINGS/Steve Yzerman - STEVE YZERMAN 
EDMONTON OILERS/Bill Ranford - SAVING GRACE 

LOS ANGELES KINGS/Luc Robitaille - COOL HAND LUC 
LOS ANGELES KINGS/Wayne Gretzky - WAYNE'S WORLD 
NEW YORK RANGERS/Mark Messier - THE ICE WARRIOR 
PITTSBURGH PENGUINS/Mario Lemieux - ROUTE 66 

SAN JOSE SHARKS/Pat Falloon - SHARK ATTACK 
PITTSBURGH PENGUINS/Jaromir Jagr - CZECHMATE 

ST. LOUIS BLUES/Brett Hull - TOP GUN 

ST. LOUIS BLUES/Brett Hull - THE GOLDEN BRETT 
TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING/Roman Hamrlik - HAMR TIME 
TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS/Wendel Clark - CAPTAIN CRUNCH 


MLB/ACTION-CAPTION 

ATLANTA BRAVES/Ron Gant - GONE WITH THE WIND 
ATLANTA BRAVES/Dave Justice - CHIEF JUSTICE 

ATLANTA BRAVES/Deion Sanders - DEION! 

BALTIMORE ORIOLES/Brady Anderson - BRADY PUNCH! 
BOSTON RED SOX/Roger Clemens - ROCKET 

CHICAGO WHITE SOX/Bo Jackson - BACK IN BLACK 
CLEVELAND INDIANS/Sandy Alomar, Jr. - ON THE WARPATH 
DETROIT TIGERS/Cecil Fielder - LONG DISTANCE OPERATOR 
HOUSTON ASTROS/Jeff Bagwell - RISING STAR 

KANSAS CITY ROYALS/Tom Gordon - FLASH 

LOS ANGELES/Darryl Strawberry - SUDDEN IMPACT 
MINNESOTA TWINS/Scott Erickson - GREAT SCOTT 
MINNESOTA TWINS/Chuck Knoblauch - NEW KID ON THE BLAUCH 
NEW YORK YANKEES/Kevin Maas - THE BABY BOMBER 
OAKLAND ATHLETICS/Mark McGwire - BIG MAC 
PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES/Darren Daulton - D-DAY 

SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS/Will Clark - THE NATURAL 

TEXAS RANGERS/Jose Canseco - THE LONE STAR GREAT 


TRACK & FIELD FANTASY 
JACKIE JOYNER-KERSEE/QUANTUM LEAP 
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Even last season's 
devastating collapse 
against Buffalo is 
nothing compared to 
the hurdles of hatred 
Warren Moon has had 
to clear in his life 

By BRAD BUCHHOLZ 


mm) WARREN MOON 
grew up in the Mid- | 
City district of Los 
is = MM) Angeles, where the dis- 
| NFL | tance between opportu- | 


wie) § nity and desperation is 
| PREVIEW often measured by a 

———— ~ handful of city blocks: 
a right turn to the comfort of Baldwin Hills, 
a left turn toward poverty in the Jungle. As 
an eight-year-old boy, Moon caught his first 
glimpse of the Watts riots of 1965 while 
riding down to the corner service station to 
put air in his bicycle tires. 

“Crossing Adams and Crenshaw, I | 
remember seeing this big jeep—a National 
Guard jeep, with patrolmen in the back of 
it—with a huge machine gun on the back,” 
recalls Moon. “And the guy was pointing 
the gun at every car that went by. 

“It was scary. It felt like a war zone. I 
remember it all very vividly, and it really 
came back to me during the riots in L.A. I 
[remember] the burning, the furniture 
| stores down the street all burnt out, the 
| whole bit. I was right in it. This time, the 
| riots came within five blocks of my moth- 
| er’s house. She was terrified, again.” 

Moon thinks about Los Angeles a lot, 
sensing the vivid connection between his 
birthplace and his destiny. Why were the 
buildings on fire? What prompts a society 
to train a gun upon itself? The boy on the 
bicycle who watched the scene with silent 
astonishment was still too young to under- 
stand the answers, but everything you can 
see today in Moon—the Houston Oilers’ 
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All-Pro quarterback, the social humanitari- 


| an, the silent perfectionist, the intensely 


aware black man—is deeply rooted in this 
past. 

Strikingly poised and soft-spoken, Moon 
possesses a strong sense of who he is: a 
child of urban America who was raised by 
a widowed mother in a household with six 
sisters; a symbol of black hope who has 
endured episodes of ignorance and racial 
harassment throughout his career. Booed 
at the University of Washington and over- 
looked in the NFL draft, Moon has gone on 
to throw for more yardage than any pro 
quarterback in history. At the age of 36 he 
remains the best player in NFL history 
never to have played in a championship 
game, an athlete defined by intense 
courage and exasperating disappointment. 

When Moon talks, very quietly, about his 
aspirations, the earnestness in his voice 
reveals that there’s a lot more going on 
here than just football dreams. The quar- 
terback is not a poetic man; discipline and 
responsibility guide his life like iron rails. 
Still, even Moon had allowed himself to see 
the mythic possibilities of the "92 season: a 
native son, a black quarterback, a former 
Kose Bowl hero, returning home to play in 
a Pasadena Super Bowl game in the year of 
the L.A. riots, before the clock runs out on 
his career. 

So much for poetry. 

Moon was the No. l-rated quarterback in 
the league, in the midst of his finest sea- 
son, when he sustained a broken arm while 
diving for a first down in Minnesota in 
Week 11. He rushed his recovery and made 
it back for the playoffs—just in time to 
become an unwitting participant in the 
most excruciating second-half collapse in 
NFL history, Houston's 41-38 overtime loss 
to Buffalo in an AFC wild-card game. 

“I’m sure that game will always be 
remembered,” says Moon, who threw four 
first-half touchdown passes as the Oilers 
sped to a 35-3 third-quarter advantage. “You 
can never forget something like that. But 


| the year before, we got beat by Denver in 


the final seconds after controlling the 
game for the first 58 minutes. That was a 


devastating loss, too, and people said we'd | 


never make it back. 
“Last year had all the makings of a great 
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story, but I guess it wasn’t meant to hap- 
pen. Maybe there’s another ending down 
the road.” Moon pauses. “It’s never been 
easy. It’s never happened the way it was 
supposed to. But I've just got to go on. I 
know it’s going to come,” 


‘oon’s odyssey is a story of trials. 
) The first one occurred in +1964, 
7 am When his father, the family’s sole 
neenee died of a heart attack at age 37. 
Moon was seven years old, the middle child 
and lone boy of seven children. “From the 
very moment my mom sat me down and 
told me what had happened and what would 
be expected of me,” he says, “I felt this 
tremendous sense of responsibility.” 

‘To this day, Moon's siblings refer to him 

s “Everybody's Daddy”"—because, says 
sister Natalie, “he’s always making sure 
everybody's taken care of.” As a child, 
Moon's interest in his sisters’ well-being 
was ceaseless: “Do you have a ride home? 
Don't you think you should be wearing a 
coat? What are you doing coming home at 
this hour?” 

Moon's inspiration is his mother, who 
taught him discipline and organization. 
After her husband’s death, Pat Moon 
trained to become a private nurse and went 
to work at a convalescent home to support 
her family. At first the hours were terrible, 
11 p.m. to 7 a.m., but she made sure the 
family spent evenings together before she 
went to work, and she returned early 
enough in the morning to see her children 
off to school. Life, like the rent, was a 
month-to-month proposition—but all six 
daughters went to college. 

Natalie describes a petite, dimpled 
mother with a soft voice and a disciplined 
spirit—a woman so pretty she once 
worked as a model in Atlanta—but 
Warren's description conjures up the image 
of a woman of iron who refused to give in 
to the rising tide of gangs and drugs in 
L.A. “She'd tell me things like, “You can rob 
a bank. You can commit murder. But I 
would never, never want you to use drugs. 


That's how big she was against drugs and 


alcohol,” recalls Moon, whose most painful 
childhood moment was when the police 
caught him shoplifting a headband. “So it’s 
something I never experimented with. I've 
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never taken a puff of a marijuana cigarette. | 


I've never dropped a pill. And I’ve had 


friends who overdosed on pills in the lock- | 


er room in junior high school.” 

Moon admits he “wanted to get away 
from my neighborhood,” and guardianship 
| was arranged that allowed him to attend 


Hamilton High School in West Los | 


Angeles. Football was the only sport he 
played there. After the season, he worked 
in a variety of small jobs—kitchen appren- 
tice, clerical assistant—to help provide for 

his sisters. 
| Looking back, Moon marvels at his 
mother’s ability to “spread it all around, to 
where everybody is happy.” On the football 
field, the son has been praised for doing 
the very same thing—distributing the ball 
to four receivers in Houston's run-and-shoot 
offense. As the mother led with a soft voice 
and a firm manner, so does the son. 

“He’s so soft-spoken we call him the 
Johnny Mathis of football,” says Oilers 
wide receiver Haywood Jeffires, the AFC's 
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Last year’s playoff disaster ruined Moon's shot at a Super Bowl in the ‘hood. 


leading receiver the last three seasons. 
“He's so quiet we've had to learn to read his 
lips when he calls signals. It works great 
when he’s behind the center, but when he 
steps back into the shotgun it can be a real 
problem. 


“Most quarterbacks—John Elway, Dan | 


Marino, Jim Kelly—they’re really loud. If 
you stand on the sidelines you can hear 
them yelling at their players. But Warren 
leads in a different way. He doesn't have to 
yell or beat it out of you to be a leader. I tell 
you, man, there’s something in the way he 
walks that lets you know.” 

Moon's boyhood idol was Los Angeles 
Rams quarterback Roman Gabriel, a silent, 
strong-armed leader who never played in a 
Super Bowl. Moon sees the ideal quarter- 


| back as “a calming influence” when every- 


one else on the field is too excited to stay 
cool. “I think of that demeanor as some- 
thing like that of a father or a father figure 
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| around the house, which is kind of what I | 


was [at home],” he says. “You'd never look 
at your father as a guy who would lose it. 
You always see him as a guy in control.” 
Moon and Jeffires had some rocky years 
together after the Oilers selected the wide 
receiver in the first round of the 1987 draft. 
The two seemed destined to clash: Moon 
was the team’s player representative dur- 
ing the '87 players strike; Jeffires crossed 
the picket line. Moon was the epitome of 
silence and discipline; Jeffires was a rookie 
misfit, chronically late for team meetings. | 
“He came up to me when I first got here | 
and said, ‘Haywood, I’m going to take con- 
trol of your life before you Jose your life,” 
says Jeffires, smiling at the memory. “He 
said it so softly that it took me a second to 
get it. It was like, ‘Hey! Are you fussin’ at 
me?’ I remember thinking, ‘Why should I 
listen to you? ['m my own man. But I just 
didn’t understand. I was lazy. I thought I 
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Order the entire 
Homework Basketball Series! 


Pistol Pete Maravich . . . the name still rings 
in the ears of basketball fans across America. 
College basketball's all-time leading scorer 
(3,667 points and a 44.2 points per game 
average) ... NBA All-Star (nearly 16,000 
points and a 24.2 points per game 
average) ... and finally, the youngest 
professional inductee into the Basketball Hall 
of Fame. 

Now Pistol Pete Maravich introduces the 
most comprehensive instructional 
series ever produced— 


Pistol Pete’s 
Homework 
Basketball. 


No other 
series can 
offer the 
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a ae Basketball’s Hottest New Instructional Series! 


many-faceted combination of instruction, 
motivation and the one-of-a-kind drills that 
made Pete Maravich one of basketball's 
brightest stars. 

From the basic fundamentals to the 
advanced tips, it’s all here. Homework 
Basketball is a way of mastering the game 
that is unmatched by any other instructional 
Series. 

Now order all four individual tapes in the 
Homework Basketball Series: 


¢ Shooting ¢ Ball-Handling 
¢ Passing ¢ Dribbling 


Whether your goal is making the 
team...or making the Hall of Fame, if you 
master the Homework Basketball 
approach you'll have everything you need to 
give you the edge over any opponent. 


$29.95 Each 


All four tapes $119.00 


To order add $3.00 postage & handling for one 
tape; $5.00 for two or more. Illinois residents add 
74/4% tax. Specify tape(s) desired and send your 
name and address with check or money order to: 
Inside Sports 

PO. Box AA1118, Evanston, IL 60204 


$19.95 


The Birth 


. Of A Legend 


THE TRUE STORY OF A LEGACY HANDED 
DOWN FROM ONE GENERATION TO THE NEAT. 


‘You dont see many young blacks who are ‘the quarterback of the future.” 


could just run through practice and play on 
Sundays. 

“Warren Moon made me into a player— 
his kind of player. He showed me what it 
was to be a man. The man’s an angel out of 
| the sky, a server, a people person. Beyond 
that, the man has guts. And that’s the word 
for him: man. He's the guy who holds us 
together. If Warren Moon ever went to 
another team and the Oilers asked me if I 
wanted to stay here, I would say no. That's 
how strongly I feel.” 


oon’s most treasured moment— 


“the most electrifying feeling | 


I've e ame 
| on New Year's Day 1978, when he started 


at quarterback for the Washington Huskies | 


in the Rose Bowl. The outcome seems less 
important to him than “the sound of 
102,000 people screaming as I walked 
around the field before the game. It was all 
I could do to get over that and play.” 
Washington beat Michigan 27-20 that day, 
and Moon was named MVP in his final col- 
lege game. The win marked the Huskies 
first step into national prominence under a 
young Don James. “Warren Moon,” says 


the coach, “is the guy who put us over the 
top.” 

But there were other moments at 
Washington that Moon and his family 
remember, too. “When we weren't winning 
there, the racism was blatant,” Warren's 
wife, Felicia, told the Los Angeles Times in 
1984. “There would actually be letters in 
the paper saying that Warren was Don 


James’ token black. Fans would call him 


names in the stands; they'd call him nigger. 
Of course, when we made the Rose Bowl, 
things were fine again.” 

The story of Moon's first two seasons at 
Washington has more to do with ignorance 
and boos than completions and attempts. 
Moon beat out a popular white Seattle 
native, fifth-year senior Chris Rowland, as 
the team’s starting quarterback in 1975. 
James decision prompted heavy scrutiny 
of Moon's leadership—one Seattle colum- 
nist wrote: “If Patton had had Moon's lead- 
ership, U.S. troops would have never even 
made Palermo”—and throwing arm (his 
completion rate was 39%) as the team wad- 
dled through a pair of .500 seasons. 

The quarterback still cringes at the 
memory of throwing a pass out of bounds 


to stop the clock on a key drive against 


| Stanford, not realizing it was fourth down. 


Washington won the game, but the ensuing 
debate over Moon's intelligence and poise 


escalated. Showered with boos, he fre- 


quently left the field by addressing the 
crowd with his index finger raised high to 
signal No. 1. “I was just letting them know 
that hey, I'm still your No. 1,” says Moon. 
“You can talk about me all you want, but 
I'm your guy. Take me or leave me.” 

Still, the racial slurs tormented him. 
“That situation up there really opened up 
my eyes to the way the country is,” says 
Moon. “Even though I grew up in Los 
Angeles, I still wasn't prepared for the boo- 
ing, the name-calling, the things my wife— 
my girlfriend at the time—had to go 
through in the stands. Buddies of mine 
even got into fights to defend my honor, 
just because they couldn't listen to that 
stuff without putting up a fight.” The 
harassment got so bad Moon had to ask 
Felicia to stop wearing a jersey with his 
name on it at games. 

Shocked by what he had to put up with, 
Moon considered transferring until his 
mother talked him out of it. That’s saying a 
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lot, considering how hard he fought to get | Sun Devils bailed out in the end. Moon | Angeles Junior College, where his high 
into Washington in the first place. Though | remembers when they called him with the | school coach, Jack Epstein, had signed on 
he was a high school All-American, Moon | news that they had signed a white All- | as offensive coordinator. After a fine fresh- 
was not taken seriously as a prospect. | America quarterback and probably would | man season, however, Moon was startled 
Arizona State was the only major school | shift Moon to defense. _ to hear the head coach “forbid” him to 
that recruited him as a quarterback, as Determined to prove himself as a quar- | leave campus until he completed his two 
opposed to a defensive back, but even the | terback, Moon decided to attend West Los | years of eligibility. “I actually had to steal 
film from our film library and send it off to 
Wee he was a high school star, Moon was recruited by bet one Division | team. | schools on my own,” says Moon, 

a, i “The key was to get the film out there, 
get the coaches to look at it quickly, and 
then get it back into the library before any- 
one noticed it was missing. I sent film to 
Washington, Cal-Berkeley, Colorado, the 
University of Hawaii. All the film was 
returned to me, by mail, to my house.” 
Washington got the first canisters and pre- 
sented the first offer. 

To this day, James believes prejudice was 
not a factor in the way Moon was treated | 
by Washington's fans. He suggested to | 
Moon that the fans’ behavior actually was a 
reflection of their feelings toward the 
coach. “I felt that way, too—for a while,” 
says Moon. “All I can say is, he didn’t have 
to sit in the stands.” 

Looking back, Moon sees the Wash- 
ington experience as a personal crucible— 
a moment when he saw the worst in man 
and vowed never to let it shock him again. 
“T didn’t cry,” he says. “I didn’t kick the 
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ground. I mean, I still reacted in a cool 
manner. And inside, it was tearing me 
apart. There are things that bother me, but 
I have a great way of hiding it. My mother 
tells me all the time I keep too much in. 
“But there was a time,” he adds after a 
pause. “We played USC when I was a 
senior, in a game that [helped win] the 
Pac-8 championship. And I ran something 
like 70 yards for a touchdown to break the 
game open. The whole crowd was chanting 
my name, and the scoreboard was flashing 
‘War-ren! War-ren!’ And that was the time I 
wanted to go out in the middle of the field 
and just give them the bird. But I didn’t. 
And I’m glad I didn’t.” His voice is soft, 
reflective. There is not a trace of arro- 
gance. “But it was a time when I thought I 
could get everybody back at one time.” 


arty Schottenheimer began the 

day with a dare. Passing Moon 

during pregame warmups on 
December 16, 1990, the Kansas City coach 
gave him a hearty shove in the back and 
silently walked on without looking back. “I 
was waiting for him to turn around and at 
least make a joke gesture or something 
about it—and he was serious!” Moon says. 
“He did it as if to say, ‘This is the type of 
day it’s going to be’ Right there, that got 
me so pumped up and ready to play 
against his football team that I did have an 
unconscious feeling that day, just because 
of the way he tried to intimidate me before 
the game started.” 


Three hours later, Moon found himself in 
a position to make NFL history against one 
of football’s great secondaries, needing 
only 28 more yards to break Norm Van 
Brocklin’s single-game passing record of 
554 yards. Holding a 27-10 lead in the 
fourth quarter, Moon huddled with his 
teammates on the sideline in cold 
Arrowhead Stadium and plotted the Oilers’ 
final possession. The receivers could bare- 
ly contain their excitement. 

“We're all going, ‘Pass the ball! Get the 
record!’” recalls Jeffires, who caught nine 
passes for 245 yards that day. “And he says, 
‘No, no, guys. We're just going to put the 
ball down? We couldn't believe it.” Forced 
to choose between making a mark in histo- 
ry or conveying grace, Moon chose the 
honorable road. Hey, my hand hurts. It’s a 
cold day. We might have to play Kansas City 
again in the playoffs. Let’s go home. 

When the Oilers returned home, a 
review of game films showed that officials 
incorrectly called a long pass to Jeffires 
incomplete early in the game. Had it been 
ruled a completion, Moon would have had 
enough yardage to break the record. 

“I asked him the next week: ‘Does this 
bother you? Does this affect you?’” says 
wide receiver Ernest Givins. “And he said, 
‘It bothers me. But if I show it to you, or 
show it to anybody else, I’m just like every- 
body else. And I don’t want to be like that? I 
couldn't even respond. I’m like, ‘Well, OK. 
I'll talk to you later” 

In the end, Schottenheimer describe 
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Perseverance and dignity: the hallmarks of Moon's record-setting career. 
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Moon's play that day as “the singularly 
finest performance I’ve ever seen by a 
quarterback.” For some, however, it was 
still not enough. 

“I got criticized quite a bit by my own 
people for it [for choosing not to break the 
record]. I was called a redneck, an Uncle 
Tom, the whole bit,” says Moon, referring 
specifically to a column written in The 
Informer, a black weekly based in Houston. 
“Even Jesse Jackson came out and said 
how important that would have been to 
break that record, for black people. And I 
never thought about all that at the time. If I 
had thought all this was going to happen 
after the game, I would have said, ‘Let's go 
ahead and break it? 

“At the time, I had my reasons, But as I 
said to Kevin [Gilbride, the Oilers offensive 
coordinator], I'll get a chance to break that 
record again. And I think I will.” 

When assessing Moon's career, this pur- 
suit of perfection—and the sting of falling 
just short—is every bit as important as his 
accomplishments. The city of Houston 
knows the feeling, having never won a 
major sports championship. A generation 
of black quarterbacks knows it, too. 


efore signing with the Oilers in 
1984, Moon telephoned Doug 
illiams to ask about the chal- 
lenges a black quarterback would face in 
the NFL. Moon had spent six record-break- 
ing years with the Edmonton Eskimos in 
the Canadian Football League—no one 
selected him in the 1978 NFL draft—and 
was curious about the state of the social cli- 
mate. 

“The one thing he told me that I really 
took to heart is this: We have to be better,” 
says Moon. “We have to be better in order 
to maintain our jobs. If we fall down a little 
bit, we'll be out. They’re not going to be 
patient. 

“If we're playing well, on top, and we can 
help right away, then we'll be the guy. But if 
we're a guy that might be two or three 
years away and might need to be groomed, 
they’re not going to do that. You just don’t 
see too many young black quarterbacks 
who are going to be ‘the quarterback of our 
future: ” 

Obviously, Moon is very aware that as a 
black quarterback he’s a symbol, and he 
embraces the perceived responsibility that 
comes with the image. He was close 
friends with Mickey Leland, the U.S. 
Representative from Houston who died in 
a plane crash in 1989 while on a famine 
relief mission in Ethiopia. When Moon first 
met the Rev. Jackson, the two men hit it off 
immediately; Jackson shoots a pretty fair 


:| game of basketball, and Moon knows a lit- 


‘It’s never been easy, but maybe there’s another ending down the road.” 


tle bit about the American social terrain. 
They stayed up all night exchanging ideas, 
and they promised to work together on 
voter registration drives. 

In 1989 Moon founded the Crescent 
Moon Foundation, a non-profit humanitar- 
an organization that reflects the quarter- 
back’s personal understanding of opportu- 
nity, education, and inner city minorities. 
Moon's fund-raising efforts have enabled 63 
Houston students to attend college on 
scholarship, with 20 more expected to join 
this year. When Moon talks about obsta- 
cles and opportunities in urban America, 
one hears a little bit of Lyndon Johnson's 
Great Society and a little bit of a kid who 
grew up in the middle of L.A. 


“When you talk about the rioting in Los | 


Angeles—and the anger and the hatred 
that came out of that—sure, the Rodney 


King incident had something to do with it,” | 


says Moon, who also has set up scholarship 
funds at Hamilton High and his L.A. junior 
college. “But this had been building up for 
years, and it’s basically because people in 
those communities don't feel like they're a 
part of society. They don’t see themselves 
going anywhere. 

“If you don’t feel a part of society and if 
you don't have any value for your own life, 
then what’s to stop you from taking some- 
body else’s life or destroying someone 
else’s property? Until you create opportuni- 
ties for these people to make them feel like 
they’re a part of society, it’s going to hap- 
pen again.” 

Moon can hear the clock ticking in 
America’s inner cities. In terms of his foot- 
ball career, he senses that time is precious, 
too. He'll turn 37 this year, yet he runs an 
attack that places more physical demands 
on its quarterback than any other offense 
in the NFL. He's at his peak now, but for 
how long? Moon’s peers understand his 
quiet sense of urgency; when the quarter- 
back collapsed at midfield, exhausted and 
frustrated, after a heartbreaking loss to 
Denver last year, even the Broncos players 
rushed to comfort him, to remind him that 
his time would come. 

After the Buffalo loss, Moon continued 
to work out as if the season was still in 
progress, from the Pro Bowl through May. 
L.A. pushed him. Schottenheimer pushed 
him. Now he’s driven by the challenge of 
holding the Oilers together. 

“It took him a long time to get over the 
Buffalo game,” says a friend. “He had to eat 
Buffalo on every talk show for two or three 
months. But he's played so long—I know 
he’s put it behind him. He realizes his days 


| e lives a comfortable life in 
the suburbs of Houston, but 
oshua Moon is just a half- 


as a player are numbered. He's 
ready.” 


hour’s freeway ride away from the 
poverty of the inner city. He attends 
an integrated school and faces a 
world of opportunity that many of 
his father’s boyhood friends never 
knew. 

Yet Joshua, age 11, has twice left 
the Astrodome in tears during the 
last two seasons after hearing mem- 
bers of the crowd berate his father 
and direct racial slurs at his family. 
Many of the Oilers have been 
touched by the sight of their quarter- 
back kneeling next to his son in the 
locker room, trying to explain the 
meaning of the words. 

“It hurt Warren to hear people call 
him nigger; it hurt more than any- 
thing else,” says Jeffires. “And I 
think it scared him a little that his 
kids heard it. What can you say? I 
remember him telling his son that 
people often say some things that they 
don’t really mean. And at the same time, 
they do mean those things, in a way.” 

December 1991 is a month Moon will 
never forget. During a Monday night game 
in the Astrodome, his family was rocked 


| by a barrage of racial slurs as the Oilers 
| lost their second game in two weeks. 


“There’s no question that his family was a 
target,” says Judy Riley, an executive direc- 
tor at the Crescent Moon Foundation. 
“Everyone knows where Warren's wife and 
children sit in the stands. There was noth- 
ing accidental about it.” 

Riley and her staff received “200 hateful 
calls” during the next five days. Some 
callers shouted slurs and slammed down 
the phone; others took more time. For 
Moon, it was a week of hate. But he never 
said a word to the media—until the follow- 
ing Sunday, when his anguish slipped out 
in his comments after a victory against 
Pittsburgh. “I accept the boos if I'm not 
playing well,” he said. “I just don't like the 
fact that my family has to sit up there and 
listen to it. 

“It’s sad to me that my son has to listen 
to those type of things, in this day and age, 
in this place, where his dad is not a bad 
football player and not that bad a person. 
But there are a lot of ignorant people out 
there who let that ignorance be known. 
That's all it is: ignorance vs. intelligence. 
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And in a lot of places, ignorance has just 
taken over.” 

To this day, Riley believes the harass- 
ment was specially orchestrated by a KKK- 
style extremist group intent on shaking 


| black pride. At the time, David Duke was a 


major figure in the daily news, and ten- 
sions between blacks and whites were run- 
ning high during a mayoral campaign in 
Houston. But the following week, Riley 
estimates that she received 2,000 calls of 
apology—hecklers apologizing for their 
remarks, embarrassed whites apologizing 
for an entire race. 

“It balanced itself out in the end and 
blew over,” says Moon. “But it did happen, 
and you're always going to think about 
that.” And so will his son—who was 
brought to tears again in the Oilers home 
loss to Pittsburgh on opening day last sea- 
son. 


TOM DIPACE 


What drives strangers to say such | 


things about his father? How do you 
explain the anger? The boy hugging his 
father in the locker room is still a bit too 
young to understand the answers to the 
questions, but the father knows them all 
too well. m 


As a veteran sports journalist in Texas, senior 
writer BRAD BUCHHOLZ has enjoyed a 
front-row seat for many of Moon’s most mem- 
orable moments. 
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DAN PLESAC 
Chicago Cubs 
BEST: “Camden Yards. Good bathroom, 


great view, and good mounds. You're very | 
far from the crowd out in left center, so | 
there's nobody reaching down and distract- _ 


ing you while you're warming up.” 


WORST: “Detroit is by far the worst. It’s - 
down below the ground, it’s dusty, and the - 
wind swirls around. It’s hot in the summer : 
and extremely cold early and late in the | 
year. And you don’t have a great view to — 


watch the game.” 


JEFF MONTGOMERY 
Kansas City Royals 


BEST: “Royals Stadium because it has a : 
‘TY, telephone, microwave, and refrigerator, | 


and the mounds are the same every day.” 


WORST: “Detroit. It’s like a submarine— © 
there are so many coats of paint on the ° 
wire you can't see through it. Plus it’s cold - 


there—and I give up a lot of runs.” 


NORM CHARLTON 

Seattle Mariners 
BEST: “San Diego. You're real close to the 
fans, and you can order peanuts and Cokes 
from the vendors working in the aisles. 


A room and a view: Beck loves the Braves bullpen. 


row DO 


WT 


ey =De 


rele;r? 


It’s not D-E-T-R-O-I-T, 


, that’s for sure. When 


big-league relievers are asked about baseball’s 
bullpens, nobody wants to go near Motown 


- The bat boy who protects the visiting 
- bullpen is great. He looks like a little John | 
_ Kruk.” 

WORST: 


a glass box. Then there's 
the weather. The wind 


and blows dirt in your face. 
It’s not a pleasant expert- 


ence. 
7 RICK AGUILERA 


Minnesota Twins 
BEST: 


great vantage point.” 
WORST: 
bullpen is bad because the 
visitors bullpen is placed 
behind the Brewers’, and 
you can't see the field.” 


JOHN WETTELAND 
Montreal Expos 


r 
—_ 


Chicago the fans are so 
close to the bullpen they're 


they’re the wittiest fans, 
one-liners. They're great. 
asked him why he was 
doing that. The fan replied, 


‘We're just having fun with 
you. We like you, John!” 


INSIDE SPORTS 


“Milwaukee's | 


BEST: “At Wrigley Field in - 
- BEST: “Boston.” 

- WORST: “Cleveland. The pitching mound 
constantly on you, but | 


always coming up with | 


Once I turned and looked 3 
at a guy heckling me and © 


_ bothers me the most. The bullpen is too 


close to the stands. I have a high leg kick, 


and my leg almost hits the stands.” 
“San Francisco has the worst | 
_ bullpen in the National League. First of all, 
- it's across the field, and they encase you in | 


ROD BECK 


_ BEST: “Atlanta. You're down the line, not in 
_ the dugout—pitchers like having their own 
comes from all directions © 


place to hang out. You’ve got your own 


: bench, your own bathroom, and a nice view 
— of the field.” 

- WORST: “Philadelphia. You can't have two 
7 pitchers throwing at the same time 
_ because the mounds are too close together, 
- and there's no covering for the pitchers rf it 
“Toronto has the | 
best because it seats you | 
high up and gives you a © 


rains.” 


XAVIER HERNANDEZ 
Houston Astros 
BEST: “San Diego. You have a great view 


and the weather is good.” 

_ WORST: “San Francisco. It’s like youre sit- 
- ting in a duck blind looking through a 
' fence and dirty Plexiglas. Also, you have 
_ fans pounding on top of the cage you're in.” 


GREGG OLSON 
Baltimore Orioles 


and the game mound are different.” 


ROB DIBBLE 

Cincinnati Reds 
BEST: “Wrigley Field. The bullpen is right 
next to the fans, but they're always nice to 


_ you. You have a good view of the game, and 
| like the old-time baseball flavor.” 

- WORST: “Dodger Stadium. It’s hard to see 
- the game, and poor lighting makes it hard 
WORST: “Jack Murphy | 
Stadium in San Diego © 


to warm up. It’s also the longest run to the 
mound.” 


PHOTOS BY RON VESELY 


Olson: The Tribe’s pen is one more Cleveland joke. 


ay MITCH WILLIAMS 
=” Philadelphia Phillies 
BEST: “Dodger Stadium. The sound 


more than 200 miles an hour.” 


WORST: “Olympic Stadium in Montreal. - 
The mounds are so close to the playing - 
BEST: “I like the warm-up 
- mound in Kansas City.” 

- WORST: “Detroit.” 


field you can get hit by line drives.” 


STAN BELINDA 
= Pittsburgh Pirates 


BEST: “Pittsburgh. Good seat to keep an - 
eye on the game, and room for two pitchers - 
- BEST: 
WORST: “San Francisco. We sit in a pigeon — 
coop and walk onto the field, where we | 
warm up in the line of play and get hit by | 


to go there.” 


line drives.” 


19 TOM HENKE 
= Texas Rangers 


area—lI just like it.” 

WORST: “Detroit, because you really can't 
see from where the pitchers sit. The view 
of the field is very poor.” 


5) RICH RODRIGUEZ 
“= San Diego Padres 


BEST: “Florida's. First of all, there’s plenty | 
_ BEST: “The best bullpen? Balt- 
- imore. You can see the whole 
field from there, it’s comfort- 
_ able, the sights and surround- 
_ ings are nice, and the mounds 
- are good to throw from.” 


of room and sunshine. The view is great. 
You're only 20 feet from the dugout. You 
have access to everything. And the scenery 
isn’t bad, either.” 

WORST: “It’s between Pittsburgh and 
Philadelphia. Neither bullpen is bad, but 


- mound.” 

- 3. Kansas City. “Good acous- 
: tics.” 

- 4, Chicago (Comiskey Park). 
BEST: “Kansas City. It has a good view for : 
the game, it’s easy access, and you're not - 
bothered by fans. Plus, I’m from that | 
- 1. Detroit. “Uncomfortable; no 
- View.” 

- 2. Texas. “Uncomfortable.” 

- 3. Baltimore and Milwaukee. 
- “Need binoculars!” 


fans, so you find out a little 


was there.” 


DEREK LILLIQUIST 


we | 
Cleveland Indians 


it’s home.” 


crete wall.” 


—— MIKE HENNEMAN 
’ Detroit Tigers 


there’s some room.” 


or a little too 
cramped, like ours in Detroit.” 


PA) STEVE FARR 
¥ New York Yankees 


7 JEFF RUSSELL 
ef Boston Red Sox 


1. Toronto. “Nice view; most 
polite crowd.” 
2. Oakland. “Good view, nice 


“Good acoustics, but tough to 


see. 
WORST: 


2) DON PALL 
¥ Chicago White Sox 


they’re both close to the © 
- Anaheim Stadium in California. For one, 
bit more about your family - 
than you wanted to know. | 
The bullpen glass in 
Philadelphia hasn’t been | 
wiped since Steve Carlton | 
~ nel, which is totally different than being on 
- the field.” 


BEST: “Ours. Just because | 
- BEST: “Kansas City.” 
WORST: “It’s got to be | 
Detroit. It’s tough looking | 
through a chain-link fence | 
with 20 coats of paint on it. | 
Also, it’s tough for us short | 
guys to see over that con- | 
- imore. At Minnesota you're not bothered by 
- fans, and you have easy access to the 
- dugout. The bullpen is neat at Baltimore— 
it goes with the whole stadium. The 
BEST: “Oakland's is one of | 
the best. It’s in the open air, | 
you're in the game, and | 
- ting in a hole—you can’t see the game. 
_ WORST: “The bullpens I don't like are too — 
- far removed from the game, like the one in 
- Toronto, 
effects make it sound like you're pitching ° 


WORST: “I've never liked the bullpen at 


there’s such a narrow opening in the 
outfield fence that we can’t see 80% of the 
field. Also, the mounds are made of a hard 
clay, and our spikes stick in it. It's not good, 
natural dirt. We also throw from a dark tun- 


\ JOE GRAHE 
~ California Angels 


WORST: “Boston.” 


DOUG HENRY 
“=a Milwaukee Brewers 
BEST: “It’s a tie between the Metrodome in 
Minnesota and Camden Yards in Balt- 


mounds are nice, and the atmosphere is 
great.” 
WORST: “Detroit. The bullpen is like sit- 


Plus, you bother the fans because you're in 
their way. They’re looking at your waist.” = 


Hernandez: One of many who stick it to the Stick. 
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By ALLEN BARRA 


I 4 mp | HE HEISMAN TROPHY, 
awarded annually to what the 
New York Downtown Athletic 
Club likes to call “the outstand- 


ing college football player in the United 


States,” is widely regarded as the most 
prestigious award in American sports. It 
probably is, but it’s also one of the most 
meaningless. 

At best, many of the more than 1,300 
writers who vote for the Heisman see the 
leading candidates a couple of times a year 
on television but miss deserving players 


- who never make it to national TV. Some 


don’t see any of the candidates; the list of 
eligible voters is so out of date ballots are 
still mailed to sportswriters who have been 
dead for years. And what does “outstand- 
ing” mean, anyway? The most valuable? 
The best at a particular position? Or the 
best pro prospect? 

Every year the confused sports fan is 
bombarded with reams of statistics gener- 
ated by university public relations depart- 
ments frantic to create a consensus for 
their candidate before the football season 
even begins. Newspapers and magazines 
dutifully reprint the statistics as if they 
actually mean something: that this strong- 
armed Heisman ‘Trophy candidate “passed 
for 3,000 yards and 72 touchdowns in his 
last four games,” never hinting that it 
might have been better for his team if he 
had thrown about 600 fewer passes and 
handed the ball off to a running back now 
and then; that some other ball-toting young 
stud “just passed 24 immortals on the all- 
time list with his spectacular 400-yard per- 
formance” against a 1-6 team from West 
Tennessee Tech. 

What do these statistics mean? If a bas- 


70 


Thanks to voters in thrall to meaningless stats, 
college football’s highest honor 1s a joke 


ketball player hits 72 foul shots in a row, it 
tells us something about his shooting abili- 
ty. If a shortstop accumulates a certain 
number of total chances, we have an objec- 
tive yardstick with which to measure his 
performance against a left fielder or a third 
baseman. But how does one measure the 
value or effectiveness of an offensive guard 
or an outside linebacker? What does it real- 
ly mean that a lineman had “a team-record 
72 tackles”? Or the ever-popular “51.5 tack- 


INSIDE SPORTS 


; TOM DIPACE 


~~ 


=, 
re “ 
a ae oa! a r 


| Ee ee Saas 
How cena the season Tor- 
retta [left] put up in '92 possi- 
bly be considered better than 
- Ward's? 


les”? Does half a tackle mean you 
share the tackle with a teammate, 
or that you took an opponent's arm 
or leg off? 

“For that matter, how does one measure 
the effectiveness of a running back in rela- 
tion to anything? In 1983 Nebraska's Mike 
Rozier averaged nearly eight yards every 
time he carried the ball, while Navy's 
Napoleon McCallum—a Heisman Trophy 
candidate’s name if ever there was one— 
averaged about five. Does this mean that 
Rozier was one-third better as a runner 
than McCallum, or just that Nebraska's 
offensive line was one-third bigger than 
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Navy's? And how many times did Woo 
Hayes leave Archie Griffin in a game 
against a beaten and helpless opponent so 
that the two-time Heisman winner could 
extend his string of 100-plus yard games 
and thus, in the words of the Village Voice's 
Sebastian Dangerfield, “win the damn 
thing twice when he didn't deserve to win it 
once.” 


2 


PS onsidering the number of players 

who theoretically are eligible for 

f the award and the arbitrary nature 

of the selection process, it’s amazing that 

there aren't more genuine controversies 

over the Heisman. We know of only four in 

our lifetime, and in every instance a good 

case could be made that, given the hazi- 

ness of the criteria, the voters still made 
the right choice. 


dy 


SE SSE eat ati a a cas 
One of the most famous Heisman con- 
troversies was the selection of Paul 
Hornung in 1956 over such contenders as 
Tennessee’s Johnny Majors, Syracuse's Jim 
Brown, and Oklahoma’s Tommy Mc- 
Donald. Hornung’s victory was considered 
a spectacular public relations coup for 
Notre Dame publicity man Charlie 
Callahan: The Irish had won only two 
games, and no Heisman winner before (or 
since) had played on a losing team. Notre 
Dame haters still point to Hornung’s 
Heisman as a victory for hype, pointing out 
that he was a flop as an NFL quarterback. 
That's true, but it also overlooks a great 
deal. Hornung played in an era of limited 
substitution, when multiskilled players 
were valuable. Playing on a couple of truly 
awful Irish teams, Hornung was a good 
passer, a terrific runner, a superb blocker 
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and receiver when needed, a great kicker 
whose specialty was the now-forgotten 
dropkick (he’s the last man to kick one in 
the NFL), and a hell of a good tackler. It’s 
easy to score cheap points against 
Hornung by comparing his 56 passing and 
running stats to winners of recent years, 
but if you want to go by the classic 
definition of the football hero exemplified 
by the old song “Mr. Touchdown”—namely, 
“he can run, and kick, and throw”—a good 
case could be made that Hornung was one 
of the few Heisman winners who could 
have made a good candidate under any cri- 
teria in any era. 

More grumbles were heard in 1964, 
when Notre Dame's John Huarte beat out 
the football writers’ consensus choice, 
Alabama’s Joe Namath. Southern voters 
saw the balloting as more Notre Dame 
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favoritism by the 
“Yankee ’ establish- 
ment,” and Namath’s 
subsequent pro suc- 
cess and Huarte’s lack 
of same after both 
were drafted by the 
Jets in 1965 seemed to 
bear that out. But Huarte was an outstand- 
ing college quarterback, at least in 1964. 
He came within a single quarter in the last 
game of the season, against Southern Cal, 
of leading Notre Dame to a national title 
that, ironically, went to Alabama when the 
Crimson Tide slipped into first place after 
the Trojans nipped the Irish 20-17. (By the 


| way, in one of the great oddities in the his- 
| tory of Heisman voting, Namath, who had 


led his team to a national title and subse- 
quently was drafted No. 1 by both the AFL 
and NFL, did not finish in the top 10 of the 
‘64 Heisman voting.) 

Perhaps the silliest controversy in 
Heisman history—to that time—arose in 
1971, when some Eastern sportswriters 
who probably saw four or five non-Ivy 
League games all year thought Cornell's 
Ed Marinaro deserved the award over 
Auburn's Pat Sullivan. Quite a few players 
probably deserved the award as much as 
Sullivan that year—Alabama’s Johnny 
Musso, Oklahoma’s Greg Pruitt, and 
Nebraska's Johnny Rodgers (who won it 
the following year), to name only a few 


Georgia peach: Zeier’s the top Dawg this year. 


players on offense—but Marinaro wasn't 
one of them. Not that Marinaro wasn’t in 
their league, but it was ridiculous for 
sportswriters to contend that running 
against Princeton, Yale, and Brown was the 
same as playing LSU, Georgia, and 
Alabama. Marinaro went on to a pretty 
good pro career while Sullivan was never 
more than a backup, but that doesn’t alter 
the fact that the Heisman is awarded for 
accomplishment in college. 

But for sheer silliness, the 1985 contro- 
versy exceeded anything in Heisman vot- 
ing history. The victim was Auburn's great 
running back, Bo Jackson, who won the 
Heisman, but not without taint. 

That year, perhaps soured by a rash of 
college recruiting and gambling scandals, 
the Heisman voters and a sizable number 
of the nation’s sportswriters were seized by 
a virulent outbreak of self-righteousness. 
Suddenly, writers who went through an 
entire season with scarcely a mention of 
college football were composing editorials 
about how unfair the Heisman voting was 
because linemen and defensive players and 
players from small schools never win—all 
of which was perfectly true and had been 
equally true the previous year, when the 
Eastern media's darling, Doug Flutie, won. 

But with Jackson the objections went 
beyond the general. The New York Daily 
News questioned Jackson's “gut-check fac- 
tor’: USA Today questioned his ability to 
put out in “big” games (big 
games meaning, apparently, 
the ones Auburn lost); Mike 
Lupica, who probably never 
saw Jackson play in college, 
wrote that “Jackson isn't the 
best running back in the 
country” and that he “takes 
himself out of games when 
the wind blows real hard.” 

ABC helped legitimize the 
anti-Jackson sentiment with a 
phone survey at a time when 
Bo was considered a shoo-in. 
There was no way Jackson's 
case wouldn't be damaged by 
such a popularity poll: lowa’s 
Chuck Long and Michigan 
State’s Lorenzo White, the 
nation’s rushing leader, played 
in the Big Ten, whose follow- 
ers outnumber those of the 
Southeastern Conference by 
at least four to one. ABC’s 
Beano Cook, hinting that 
Brigham Young’s Robbie 
Bosco was a worthier candi- 
date than Jackson, wrote that 
Bosco “played in the wrong 
time zone.” Apparently Utah's 


JIM GUND YALLSPORT 


INSIDE SPORTS 


time zone somehow was less favorable 
than the one played in by the seven West 


‘Coast players who have won in the last 25 


years. 

Why all the fuss over someone who was 
so obviously the outstanding player at one 
of the most important positions in the 
game? It started with a Birmingham (Ala.) 
Post-Herald sportswriter named Paul 
Feinbaum, who waged a season-long war 
against Jackson. 

In remarks that were widely quoted, 
Feinbaum wrote that “Bo has been spoiled 
by the publicity, and he really hasn't 
learned to handle himself in public. If his 
maturity had approached his talent, most 
of this could have been avoided.” That 
Jackson's character—or at least Feinbaum’s 
ability to interpret Jackson’s character— 
didn’t interfere with Jackson's ability to 
juke linebackers wasn't considered. Within 
a short time, anti-Bo stories were a boom 
industry. 

One highly publicized rap against 
Jackson was that he took himself out of two 
key games in order to “save” himself and 
run up big stats the following week, but 


let’s take a look at that charge. In a national | 


ly televised game against SEC rival 
Tennessee, Jackson twisted his knee and 
chose to sit out the second half, and in the 
October 7, 1985, issue of Sports Illustrated, 


Rick Reilly wrote that Jackson was held to | 


“only” 80 yards on 17 carries. However, 
Tennessee didn’t “hold” Jackson at all: 80 
yards in 17 carries is an excellent perfor- 
mance, and an entire game at that rate—34 
carries for 160 yards—certainly wouldn't 
have hurt Jackson's rep. (Since Tennessee 


led 24-0 at the half and went on to win by | 


three touchdowns, it’s obvious that 
Auburn's problems were as much defensive 
as offensive.) 

Later in the season a bigger flap ensued 
when Jackson came out of a game with 
Florida with a deep thigh bruise, an injury 
that sent some sportswriters into parox- 
ysms of laughter—more support for 
Namath’s point that he “never saw a foot- 
ball writer who had to stand up to a blitz.” 
However, Jackson did try to play in the sec- 
ond half; his 16 carries in less than a half 
against Florida were almost as many as 
Lorenzo White had all day in his worst per- 
formance, against Michigan; and far from 
running up his stats against East Carolina 


the following week, Jackson was able to | 


carry only 14 times. In fact, still hurting 
the following week, he had only 19 carries 
against Georgia. 

And so, perhaps the greatest running 
back in college football history ended up 
winning the Heisman by one of the small- 
est margins ever. Today, does Rick Reilly 
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want to be reminded 
that he wrote in Sports 
Illustrated, “Don't even 
compare Bo to Her- 
schel Walker”? (In a 
way, he had a point: 
Walker averaged 5.2 
yards a carry for his 
college career, while Bo, playing in the 
same conference, averaged 6.6. Maybe 
they shouldn't be compared.) Does any 
voter who passed up Jackson for Long want 
to be reminded of it? 

There must have been something in the 


| air in the last half of the 80s, because two 
| years later another great player started the 


season a Heisman front-runner and nearly 
lost out because of a barrage of late-season 
bad publicity. Notre Dame’s Tim Brown 
was a great kick returner, an outstanding 
wide receiver, a fine ball carrier, even a 
deadly down-field blocker. In 1987 he 
caught 39 passes for an amazing 22 yards- 
per-catch average and single-handedly 
destroyed teams with his punt returning. 
Yet a late-season rush of anti-Brown public- 
ity almost cost him the Heisman, the rea- 
son being that—guess what?—he played 
for Notre Dame. This fact was somehow 
thought to prejudice voters in his favor, 
though in fact he was really Notre Dame's 
first serious candidate since Joe 
Theismann 17 years earlier. What voters 
should have been concentrating on was 
how Brown was able to compile such amaz- 
ing numbers virtually unaided: Not even 
trivia buffs remember who the Notre 


| Dame passers were in 1987. 


Since then, the Heisman ufos has pret- 


ty much spun out of control. It's become so 
much a matter of statistics—never mind 
the relevance of the stats, or who they 
were compiled against—that you wonder 
why anyone bothers to vote at all. How 
about the first passer to crack 4,000 yards 
wins? Here's brief review of the last five 
years: 

In 1988 the Heisman went to Barry 
Sanders. Now, no one's going to argue that 
Sanders wasn't a great runner, but in his 
senior year Oklahoma State didn’t face a 
single first-rate opponent; even Oklahoma 
and Nebraska didn't field their usual pow- 
erhouse squads that year. Two of the 
Cowboys’ opponents, Kansas and Kansas 
State (against whom Sanders gained a 
combined total of nearly 600 yards) were 
so bad that they managed one victory 
between them only because they played 
each other. Sanders was left in games long 
after opponents were beaten just to pile up 
meaningless stats and impress Heisman 
voters, and it worked. But Oklahoma State 
would have had the same record in 1988 if 
Sanders had left each game at halftime. 

Far more deserving than Sanders were 
UCLA's Troy Aikman and USC’s Rodney 
Peete, who led their teams to great seasons 
against much better opposition. For that 
matter, Miami's Steve Walsh, one of the 
great overlooked college passers of the 
decade, faced a schedule tougher than any 
Heisman candidate and averaged an 
impressive eight yards per pass doing it. If 
Walsh had been able to convert a two-point 
try against Notre Dame, he would have had 
a national championship ring to show for 
the season. 

In 1989 ESPN’s Lee 
Corso said: “If a Martian 
came down to Earth and 
was asked to pick the best 
college football player in 
America, what would he do? 
He'd look at the statistics, 
and the statistics show that 
Andre Ware is the best col- 
lege football player in the 
nation.” Somewhere in 
outer space, two Martians 
on Earth Patrol must have 
looked at each other and 
said, “What a dum-dum.” 
Ware's rep as a passer in 
1989 was based on his per- 
formance in four games 
against UNLV, Temple, 
SMU, and TCU, who had a 
combined record of 12-41. 
Against those four teams he 
threw 197 passes for 1,797 
yards—a terrific 9.1-yard 
average—with 26 touch- 
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hoosing “the outstanding college 
| football player in America” was | 


difficult enough when you had | 
dozens of seniors and juniors to consider. 


Now, with many of the best players leav- 
ing college before their eligibility is up, 
it’s like trying to pick future MVPs in 
baseball from among a crop of rookies. 
Still, a few players stand out as Heisman 


| candidates as we approach the 1993 sea- 


son. In no particular order, they are: 


CHARLIE WARD, QB, senior, 
Florida State 

If he stays healthy, there's almost no 
doubt Ward will get the Heisman. He's 
really not a pro-style passer, but why 
should that be an issue? He passed for 
2,647 yards last year and ran for 504 
more, accounting for 28 touchdowns by 


air or ground, and got better as the sea- | 


son went on. Ward probably will have to 
beat both Miami and Notre Dame to win 
the trophy, but he'll get the chance in 
front of a national audience. He's clearly 
the front-runner. 


DAVID PALMER, WR, junior, 
Alabama 

Perhaps the most talented football 
player in the nation: a dazzling receiver, 
electrifying kick and punt returner, and 
solid ball carrier who even can fill in 
effectively at quarterback. Palmer seems 
to have gotten past the off-the-field prob- 
lems that plagued him for the first half 


| of the 1992 season; the only question is 
| whether coach Gene Stallings will 


design an offense that will let him get his 
sticky hands on the ball at least 10 to 12 
times per game. Palmer already has the 
best nickname—“the Pocket Rocket’— 
of any Heisman candidate. 


| ERIC ZETER, QB, junior, Georgia 


He was everyone's All-SEC quarter- 
back last year, despite the Bulldogs’ 
focus on Garrison Hearst, and the run- 
ning back’s defection to the pros could 
be a blessing, forcing Georgia to open up 
an offense that bogged down a lot even 
when Hearst shifted into gear 30 times a 
game. Zeier may miss wideout Andre 


| Hastings, but the Bulldogs should find 


adequate replacements, and tight end 
Shannon Mitchell is a potential All- 
American. 


MARSHALL FAULK, RB, junior, 


| San Diego State 


If Faulk stays healthy he has to be 
ranked with Ward as one of the top two 
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downs and just two 
interceptions. Against 
the only three good 
teams he faced— 
Arizona State, Texas 
A&M, and Arkansas, a 
combined 27-7-1—he 
was a bit unluckier, 
throwing 167 passes for 1,102 yards (a 


| mediocre 6.6 average) with just six TDs 


and seven interceptions. 

Far worthier that year was Notre Dame's 
Tony Rice, who against seven opponents 
with a collective record of 56-11-2 ran for 
648 yards and passed for 649 more while 
leading his team to an 11-1 regular-season 
record. For that matter, so was Colorado's 
Darien Hagan, whose team was unbeaten 
against a schedule that included five good 
teams, largely because Hagan ran and 
passed for more than 2,000 yards. But Rice 
and Hagan weren't classic dropback 
passers, and in the Heisman race only pro 
prospects need apply. And voters also used 
Florida’s NCAA probation as an excuse to 
overlook running back Emmitt Smith, who 
averaged nearly a yard and a half more per 
carry than everyone's favorite running back 
that year, Anthony Thompson. 

In 1990 ‘Ty Detmer essentially put away 
the award in the first game of the season 
with a brilliant performance in Brigham 
Young’s win over Miami. It was Detmer’s 
only victory against a first-rate team—in 
If Graves does anything at all, you'll 
hear about it—believe us. 


TOM DIPACE 


fact, it's the only victory against a first-rate 
team BYU ever has had—and by the time 
the Cougars closed their season by losing a 
bowl game for their fourth consecutive 
loss, everyone wanted to take the Heisman 
away. What voters should have been asking 
themselves all along was how much credi- 
bility all those gaudy passing stats could 
have when they were compiled against 
UTEP Washington State, San Diego State, 
Colorado State, Air Force, New Mexico, 
Utah, Utah State, and Hawaii? 

That 90 season will be remembered as 
the year voters turned down Raghib Ismail 
because he didn’t get the ball in his hands 
very often. That's true, he didn't—but when 
he did he made hash of the case for 
Detmer. And two other quarterbacks, 
Florida’s Shane Matthews and Virginia's 
Shawn Moore, put up higher-quality num- 
bers than Detmer (though not in such 
great quantity; they didn’t pad their totals 
against bad teams) and against much 
tougher schedules. 

In 1991 Desmond Howard of Michigan 
nailed down the award long before he 
struck his famous pose after scoring 
against Ohio State. But that’s what 
Howard's Heisman season was: a pose. He 
caught 61 passes for 19 touchdowns, which 
sounds great until you realize he averaged 
less than 16 yards per catch—much lower 
than either Brown in ’87 or Ismail in '91— 
and got 37 catches and 10 TDs against bad 
or mediocre teams: Boston College, 
Michigan State, Minnesota, Purdue, and 
Northwestern. Against Notre Dame, 
Florida State, Iowa, Indiana, Illinois, and 
Ohio State, he averaged an unspectacular 
13.7 yards per catch. A large chunk of 
those numbers simply seem padded; 
against Indiana, for example, he had five 
receptions for just 32 yards, and two of 
those short gains went for touchdowns in 
situations where Michigan just as easily 
could have run the ball in. Howard's 21.9- 
yard kickoff return average was solid but 
unspectacular, and his reputation as a 
great punt returner was due largely to the 
93-yarder against Ohio State (the return he 
followed with “the pose”), which had no 
effect on a game the Wolverines would 
have won easily in any event. 

On the other hand, there’s no question 
that Florida’s Matthews was the real deal. 
Against the nation’s toughest schedule, 
including seven teams whose combined 
won-lost records were an incredible 58-12-1, 
Matthews passed for 1,968 yards with 20 
touchdowns against 12 interceptions. 
Against those seven teams—including 10-0 
Alabama, 10-1 Florida State, and 9-1 
Tennessee—Matthews had an 8.8 yards- 
per-pass average, higher than that of any 
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other leading passer against their entire 
schedule. No passer in modern college his- 
tory performed better against such stiff 
competition than Matthews in 1991. 

In 1992 everyone agreed that there was 
no first-rate candidate around. So they gave 
the Heisman to Miami’s Gino Torretta 
because he was the quarterback on the 
team that finished the season ranked No. 1. 
Yes, it's a pretty dumb argument: Clearly 
Miami finished the regular season 11-0 
only because of a defense that allowed just 
127 points. In the four games the 
Hurricanes played against good teams, 
they put up just 60 points on offense. 

What, really, was Torretta’s contribution 
to Miami's national championship bid? 
Well, against Iowa, TCU, Virginia Tech, and 
Temple, four teams that finished a com- 
bined 10-33-2, he passed for 1,253 yards for 
a 9.1 average, with 10 touchdowns against 
just two interceptions. Very impressive— 
but is there anyone who doubts that the 
Hurricanes would have won all those 
games if Torretta had thrown just one TD 
pass against each? 

However, against Arizona, Florida State, 
Penn State, and Syracuse, Torretta’s yards- 
per-pass average dropped dramatically, to 
7.0, and he had just three touchdown pass- 
es against five interceptions. To anyone 
who really studied Torretta’s performances 
over good teams, his Sugar Bowl humilia- 
tion against Alabama should not have 
come as a shock. What’s particularly silly 
about Torretta’s getting the Heisman is that 
he wouldn't even have been in contention if 
Florida State had made its last-minute field 
goal attempt and beaten Miami. (What will 
Torretta’s “Heisman Moment” tape show? 
FSU’s kicker missing a field goal?) 

So who should have gotten the 1992 
Heisman? In a season when the consensus 
was that no offensive player was entirely 
deserving—true, perhaps, though FSU’s 
Charlie Ward had better credentials than 
Torretta—it might have been a nice idea to 
pick a defensive player. Or how about two 
defensive players? Did any two players 
have as much an impact on the 1992 sea- 
son as Alabama's John Copeland and Eric 
Curry? They were the best players on the 
nation’s No. 1 team; they stuffed every run- 
ner; they stuffed every passer; they stuffed 
the Heisman Trophy winner. Torretta 
should give the trophy to Copeland and 
Curry. They earned it. 

By the way, the "93 Sugar Bowl was a 
convincing argument for putting off the 
Heisman vote until after the bowl games. 
Not including them in the consideration of 
the Heisman candidates is like choosing 
baseball's MVP with 10 games to go during 
the season. m 


Heisman Hopefuls, continued 


candidates. The Aztecs defense looks 
weak this year, which could help his 
chances: It simply will give the offense 
an excuse to keep feeding the ball to 
Faulk, regardless of the score. Not that 
San Diego State really needs an 
excuse—at times last year the Aztecs 
seemed more intent on piling up yards 
for Faulk than on winning games. 
Actually, Faulk has an advantage over 
Ward: Because he’s a running back, his 
team can lose four or five games and he 
won't be blamed, whereas Ward loses a 
lot of votes if the Seminoles go 10-1. 


MARVIN GRAVES, QB, senior, 
Syracuse 

A Second Team All-American last 
year, Graves probably is a better player 
than former Orangemen quarterback 
Don McPherson, who nearly snuck in 
ahead of Brown in 1987, and as good as 
Gino Torretta last year. He needs a bet- 
ter touchdown-to-interception ratio than 
his 14-to-12 mark of last year, but he has 
an outstanding career yards-per-pass 
average of 8.9. And he won't be hurt by 
the number of Syracuse grads doing 
broadcasting today—think Graves won't 
get Bob Costas support? 


TYRONE WHEATLEY, RB, junior, 
Michigan 

You can't kick off a Heisman campaign 
more effectively than by gaining 235 
yards in the Rose Bowl—and Wheatley 
did it on just 15 carries. He's clearly an 
outstanding talent, and an outstanding 
performance at home against Notre 
Dame early in the season could make 
him the front-runner. The Wolverines’ 
apparent strength could be a drawback, 
though; it'll be tough to justify leaving 
him in in the fourth quarter when 
Michigan is ahead 42-3. 


TRENT DILFER, QB, junior, 
Fresno State 

A second Heisman candidate who 
plays for an FSU? The 6'5”’ Dilfer is 
more of a classic dropback passer who 
threw for 2,836 yards last year with a 
healthy 8.5 average and 21 touchdowns. 
The Fresno State schedule isn’t demand- 
ing—Baylor and San Diego State look to 
be the toughest teams on it—which 
might hurt his media attention but could 
help him pile up big numbers. And if 
Faulk is the leading candidate when the 
Bulldogs meet the Aztecs on November 
20, Dilfer could steal Faulk’s thunder— 
and his votes. = 
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THE MUSTANGS TAKE FLIGHT 
| The University of Houston is known for its high-powered aerial attack, but the Cougars are outdone by conference rival Southern Methodist on this list of college 
| football teams that gained the highest percentage of their yards through the air last season. While that chart is dominated by the Southwest Conference and the Big 
Eight, which claimed the top four spots, Air Force, ironically, heads the comparable list for predominance on the ground. 
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SMU (2,893/3,555) | ae eee 
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School (Yards rushing/total yards) 
Air Force (2,665/3,412) 


Army (2,934/3:784) 
Nebraska (3,610/4,820) 
Hawaii (3,519/4,835) 
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GETTING IT RIGHT THE FIRST TIME 
Rookies Shaquille O'Neal (+.244) and Alonzo Mourning (+.159) both helped improve their 
team’s winning percentages dramatically last season, but neither player's team ranked in the 
NBA’ all-time top five in terms of single-season improvement. The teams 
with the top three all-time increases, featured below, 
each were helped by a rookie of the year winner: 
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THE BIRDS ARE PREY 


Sack totals alone don’t necessarily show which teams do the 
best job of protecting their QBs, because some teams pass 
more often. Sack percentage (pass attempts plus sacks 
allowed), listed below for each NFL team in 1992, is a more 
accurate indicator. The Eagles’ "92 sack percentage was the 
worst since '86, when Philly’s line posted a dismal 16.8%. 
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| Pass Sack 
Team ) Plays Pct. 
Saints 44] 3.4% 
Cowboys 514 4.5% 
Fe SUNS. i icacrassantocssnavadnisicsidutonbacaanys 23 508 4.5% 
591 4.7% 

521 5.0% 

605 5.3% 

538 5.4% 

529 6.2% 

512 6.3% 

553 6.5% 

588 6.8% 
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570 7.5% 

432 7.9% 

520 7.9% 
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David Robinson: .427 rise Larry Bird: .390 rise Lew Alcindor: .354 rise 
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| season. Play Sports Challenge Football ‘93 and... 


MANAGE AN ALL-PRO TEAM | 


Use a $10 million fantasy budget to handpick 
an impenetrable defense and a too-hot-to- 
handle offense. Then earn points from players’ 
performances based on the players’ actual 
on-field performance! 


We do the calculations and recordkeeping 

for you and tell you how your players are doing. 
You trade players with live sports agents over 
toll-free 800 lines and track you players’ 
values in USA TODAY! 


1993 Replica Corporation. All Raghts Reserved. No 
seta slates tre Desa 


Call the shots and step into the action this football 


Then, you use your knowledge of the game to 
compete against other pro-fantasy managers. 
Out smart ‘em. Ear the most points and you'l 
lead your powerhouse to the $10,000 prize! 


Your contest kit comes before the season 
kickoff, with everything you need to play, 
including a draft roster of 400 eligible pros. 


MORE PRIZES THAN EVER BEFORE! 


$50,000 IN CASH... 
Plus merchandise prizes! More than 2,000 
prizes in all. You can win every week! 


$10,000 GRAND PRIZE! 
Assemble the toughest team and accumulate 
the most points on the gridiron and you win 
the Grand Prize. Big money. $10,000. 


NEW LEAGUE PRIZES! 
This year, the league leaders will be 
rewarded! Don't miss out - there are 

so many new ways to win! 


POPULAR NEW PRICE! 


Big news! New pricing for the ‘93 season: 
you pay only $79 for all the fun and all the 
ahs No hidden charges. And there's more... 


SAVE AN ADDITIONAL $20 


..f@fer a friend! Get a friend to enter Sports 
Challenge Football ‘93 for the first time and 
we'll send you a referral check for $20 - for 
each new recruit - the more friends who enter, 
the more you can save! 


Sourlt Challenge Football 33 is pradaced aad managed by fi Heplita Couparat it 


ase necessary. To recenve cripdcle af the official roles and a team ane aay form wid af all services, sond a letter size, self addressed stamped envelope 


Place, Dedham MA Tae. 6149. All entries must be received pita 


3. Void where prohibited. Mot affiliated with the iol 


as anybody ever had a better rotation 
than the Atlanta Braves? 
5:.C, CARY, ICE. 
Maybe Warren Beatty. 


R eggie White, “the Minister of Defense,” 
consulted the heavens before making his 
decision, then finally settled on the Green Bay 


Packers. Did the Rev. Reggie make a good 


choice? 

M.B, TOWANDA, PA. 
Green Bay doesn't need a minister. Green 
Bay needs a miracle. 


t Boston Bruins hockey games, what 
_AMsort of overhead camera do the TV net- 
works use when Neely has the puck? 


D.S, GROSSE POINTE, MICH. — 


The Cam Cam. 


uli Inkster, the pro golfer, is doing TV com- | 
mercials for a diarrhea product. Is that the 


best she could do? 

L.B., BAYBERRY, NY. 
Poor Juli. The advertising people who hired 
her said only that the commercial had to 
do with one of “golf’s greatest hazards.” 


arryl Strawberry got all upset over some 

Dodger Stadium fan who “took away” a 

home run ball that Darryl was trying to 
catch. Why all the fuss? 

M.P, UPLAND, CALIF. 

It just took everybody by surprise. It was 


=, 


Hey, who knew Straw would get to it? 


- With Arms. And owner Jack Kent Cooke 


You have to prove that you've actually 


THE GOOD DOCTOR 


the first good catch anyone had seen at 
Dodger Stadium in years. 


nee and for all: Why did Chris Webber of 
Michigan call for that timeout? 
J.N, ROCKY HILL, CONN. 
Because that damned Dick Vitale was at 
courtside screaming: “Need a T.O., baby! 
Need a T.0.!” 


He games often have two national 
A Lanthems. I hear the Mighty Ducks of 
Anaheim will have three. 


RN, BAY MINETTE, ALA. 


Every game will begin with the audience 
singing three songs. First, “O Canada.” 
Then, “The Star-Spangled Banner.” And 


then: “M-I-G...” (“Gee, what a stupid | 


name!”) “H-TY...” (“Why? Because of that 
stupid movie!”) “D-U-C-K-S!” 


s it true that in retribution, some Native 

i American tribes have given their own spe- 
cial names to the Washington Redskins? 

K.C, BATTLE MOUNTAIN, NEV. 


True. Mark Rypien is now known as Stands | 


in Pocket. Art Monk is now Stays in 
Bounds. Jim Lachey has become Blocks 


received his own special nickname, Insults 
Indians With Slur. 


ow much did Nolan Ryan's most recent 
physical ailments worry the Texas 
Rangers? 


K.K, LONGVIEW, TEXAS 
Not much. They have MediCare. | 


o be inducted into the LPGA Hall of 
Fame, a golfer must win 30 tourna- 
ments and two majors. Tell me, how would a 
non-golfer go about getting inducted into the 

LPGA Hall of Fame? 
PB. BRADLEY BEACH, NJ. 


watched 30 LPGA tournaments. 


ormer NFL coaches Gene Stallings, Bill 
Walsh, and John Robinson all have gone 
back into college football. Any similar moves 
ahead? 
G.S.,, SAN MANUEL, ARIZ. 
Plenty. Jerry Glanville is the obvious first 
choice to take over for Lou Holtz at Notre 
Dame. John Madden is considering offers 
from both Harvard and Yale and may com- 
mute between the two by bus, And Bill 
Parcells will tire so quickly of the New 
England Patriots that he'll grab any avail- 


And they called the Fab Five trash-talkers. 


able job in America, for minimum wage—it 
doesn’t even have to be coaching, as long 
as they throw in free room and board. 


YA The do you think will give Tont Kukoc of 
¥ the Chicago Bulls the hardest time next 
season? 
H.G., AMERICUS, GA. 
The other Chicago Bulls. 


S portswriter Susan Fornoff revealed in her 
book that she dated Oakland baseball 
players while covering the team. What did 
this give her in your book? 

K.H, HUDSON, FLA. 
A’s for effort. 


ike shelled out an incredible sum of 

| N money to lure Duke basketball coach 

Mike Krzyzewski away from Adidas. Do you 

think the sports apparel company will get its 
money's worth? 

S.M, OAK GROVE, ORE. 

Absolutely. I've already heard young kids in 

malls asking shoe clerks to sell them a 

pair of the new Air Krzyz...uh, Air 

Kyzwek...uh, like, you know, Air That Guy 

From Duke. 


he University of Nevada-Las Vegas sup- 
posedly is on the NCAA's hit list again 
over an illegal offer to a recruit. What did the 
Vegas booster offer? 
WH, SOMERSWORTH, N.H. 
A million dollars and Demi Moore. m 


In a fever to know what really goes on in the 
world of sports? Will you feel awful until you 
find out? Send for a diagnosis to: The Good 
Doctor, 990 Grove Street, Evanston, Illinois 


| 60201—then wait patiently. 
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ILLUSTRATIONS BY RICHARD TORREY 


Solid Gold Majestic Eagle. Genuine Onyx. 


The famous eagle artistry of world-renowned 


artist Gilroy Roberts portrayed 


in an emblem of strength and power. 


The American Eagle. The ultimate symbol of those things we 
value the most. Our history. Our pride. Our American ideals. 
Now brought to life in a bold ring bearing the original art of 
Gilroy Roberts, former Chief Sculptor of the U.S. Mint. 

Sculptured in solid 14 karat gold. Hand-set on a field of gen- 
uine onyx. Showcased on a band of solid sterling silver richly 
coated in 22 karat gold. Issued at $195, payable in convenient 
monthly installments. Wings of Gold, a 
proud possession today...a treasured heir- 
loom for generations to come. 

Satisfaction Guaranteed 

If you wish to return any Franklin Mint purchase, you may do 
so within 30 days of your receipt of that purchase for replace- 
ment, credit or refund. 


ee ee ee ee ee 


Please mail by September 30, 1993. 
The Franklin Mint 
Franklin Center, PA 19091-0001 


Please send me Wings of Gold by Gilroy Roberts, to be crafted 
of solid sterling silver richly coated with 22 karat gold, hand- 
set with genuine black onyx and a solid 14 karat gold eagle. 

| need SEND NO MONEY NOW. I will be billed for a deposit 
of $39* prior to shipment of my specially imported ring and 
for the balance, after shipment, in 4 monthly installments of 
$39* each. 


*Plus my state sales tax and a 
one-time charge of $3. for shipping and handling. 


SIGNATURE _ 
ALL ORDERS ARE SUBJECT TO ACCEPTANCE 


MR/MRS/MISS = 
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY 


ADDRESS ee 1 5a 


CITY/STATE a 
TELEPHONE # ( ) 

199 FM 14690-8BJS-53 
To assure a proper fit, a custom ring sizer will be sent to you prior to 
shipment of your ring. 


~ THE FAN 


The Play’s 
the Thing, 
You Know? 


S A KID, I JUST AD- 
mired what a good 
. ballplayer Ernie 
Banks was. I thought his 
whole optimism for the game 
was amusing—you know, his 
saying, “Let's play two.” As | = 
got older, though, I started to 
like him for reasons that went 
beyond his skills as a baseball 
player and connected more 
with his demeanor as a human 
being. I don’t think Banks ever 
got kicked out of a ball game, 
and in the scheme of things 
with today’s ballplayers, that 
in itself is unbelievable—I 
mean, even Michael Jordan has 
been kicked out of a basket- 
ball game. 
One time—it must have 
been in the mid-’60s—Banks 


was playing in San Francisco against the | 


Giants and had two homers in the game, 
and one of the pitchers knocked him down. 
The next time up the pitcher nailed him 


again, and Banks missed a few games. | 


About a week later it was the same two 
guys facing each other. Banks was having 
another good game, and I remember this 
time the guy, like, brushed him back, you 
know? And Banks, he just kind of turned 
and gave this guy a look out on the mound, 
like, “Do I really need to do this?” 

And then the Cubs Ron Santo ran out of 
the dugout and beat the crap out of that 
pitcher. It was almost like, “Well, Banks 
may not come after you, but I will.” 

In light of how much players make nowa- 
days, it’s refreshing to think about such a 
tremendous optimist as Banks. We're talk- 
ing about a guy | don't think ever made 
more than $60,000 a year. When I became 
a parent, I realized how important these 
people are as role models. I mean, I looked 
up to ballplayers, and I wonder what I 
would have thought if in my youth the 
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By JOE MANTEGNA 
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There’s a mysteri bond between the Cubs and their 
fans, and for me, that’s enough. Winning it all would be 
the icing on the cake, but certainly it’s not the cake. 


sports heroes | looked up to turned out be | 


involved in drugs and this and that. It was a 
little different back then, and I guess I’m 
glad it was. 

But I’m a firm believer in not getting 
caught up in nostalgia. There always are 
optimistic players at different times—I 
mean, Pete Rose had a great enthusiasm 
for the game—and there are different 
types of enthusiasm, different ways of 
showing it. | suppose every team has its 
own spark plug, but Banks stands out for 
me because I was a kid and he was with 
the Cubs. I’m sure if you talk to any kid, 
you name the team, and he'll point out the 


| guy. I just don’t know enough nowadays 


because everything's changed. 

I'm in my mid-40s, and I grew up with 
the belief that when you follow a team, 
those are the guys that you follow for the 
next 10 years. Unless someone was killed 
or, heaven forbid, traded, there was a conti- 
nuity there. You knew who all the players 
were; every year the same players came 
back, and you could form a real 


INSIDE SPORTS 


identification with the team. 
That’s pretty difficult today. I 
can't keep up with the game 
because teams change faces 
every year. There's a whole dif- 
ferent way of following a 
team now: You're not 


the faces or the play- 
ers—your're following the 
uniforms. And that’s all right, 
because if you don’t know the 
y difference it’s OK. You know 
/————what I mean? You got to go 
with what's happening. 

I’m a peripheral baseball 
junkie now, and as an actor 
that’s how I’m able to satisfy it. 
The whole basis of my 1977 
play, “Bleacher Bums,” is, what 
exactly causes 35,000 people 
to come out to the ballfield and 
root? Sitting in a section of the 
bleachers and writing the play 
is probably the closest I'll get 
to being involved in major 
league baseball. In the play 
you have people from all walks 
of life—everyone from bums to 
rich guys—attending the 
game, sitting together, and following this 
team that has been basically mediocre for 
the last 50 years. Obviously it’s a greater 
thing than winning or losing. It must tran- 
scend that. It must be something else. 

I’m sure some people in Cleveland 
would argue with me, but the Cubs more 
than any other team exemplify that myste- 
rious bond. They haven't delivered a world 
championship in more than 85 years now, 
but the fans are still rabid. The Cubs will 
take the fans close to the wire, like they did 
in ’84, ’°89—even ’69—but they never seem 
to cross it. Yet, come Opening Day the next 
year, everybody's there. There's something 
special about that, and what I’m saying is, 
that’s enough for me. That’s the most 
important thing, Winning it all would be 
the icing on the cake, but certainly it’s not 
the cake. m 


When he can tear himself away from the ball- 

park, JOE MANTEGNA is a highly respected 
actor. Watch for him in “Looking for Bobby 
Fischer’ this fall. 


ILLUSTRATION BY VICTOR JUHASZ 
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: You'll introduce yourself to the road in a whole new way. An advanced 
AVS Se ries series of speed-rated, high performance tires, each designed with a unique 
tread face and innovative rubber compounds. And the road will answer back, “Hey, that’s quite a 


erip you got there?’ Get the most out of your car with our AVS Series. Call 
1-800-366-TIRE and we'll tell you where to find Yokohama’s complete line. YOKOHAMA 


© 1993 Yokohama Tire Carporation 


THIS 18S NOT ENOUGH SPACE totalk about this shoe. This is not enough 
space to describe how it fits and how it feels and how it hugs your foot. This is not enough space 


to appreciate a shoe like this, not even close. Youneed ABOUT FIVE MORE MILES. 


PLUS 


AIR HUARACHE™ 


THE 


